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bad Succeſs moſt Search- 
ers of the Hermetick Art 


wiſe great Numbers of them are 
follen into the greateſt Abſurdi- 
ties, as well in reſpe& to their 
Operations, as to the Matter they 
work upon; and often wiſhing 
to ſee ſome Remedy applied, to 
recover thoſe unhappy People from 

A 3 their 


meet with, but that like- 


To the READ ER. 
their Errors, it led me into a ſe- 


rious Conſideration of the Cauſe 


thereof ; and I found that it was 
impoſlible, thoſe deluded Search- 
ers could dwindle away into the 
abſurdeſt Operations, if they did 
not want a ſufficient 'Theory of 
ms Ac. 

Then meditatins further, and 


finding that the ſaid Theory (which 


is the main Pillar and Foundati- 
on to go upon) is not to be ac- 


quired but by the conſtant Peruſal 


of good Books; I at laſt begun to 
conſider of thoſe Authors, which 


are Extant in the Engliſh Tongue, 


and found that there really too 
few of them, and that it was chief- 
ly to be attributed to this Want, 


that People labour ſo much in vain, 


and fo contrary to Nature. 
Tis 


Jo the READ FER. 


"Tis true, ſome, who only look 
upon the Number of Books, will 


vii 


think there are Authors enough, 


nay, too many Extant that have 
written of the Hermetick Art in the 
Engliſh Tongue; but others who 
have acquired ſome Knowledge in 
this Divine Science, and who know 


to diſtinguiſh good Authors from 
Sophiſters, will eaſily allow, that 


there is a real Want of them; for 
there are but few who wrote in 
the Engliſh Tongue, that may be 
deemed as Maſters, or at leaſt by 
whom a ſeeker of this myſterious 
Art may be inſtructed; ſo that, as 
to thoſe ſophiſtical Authors who 
have encreaſed the Number of ſuch 
Books, and treated of an Art which 
they did riot know, nor under- 
ſtood fo much as any Part there- 
of, the more numerous they are, 

A 4 me 
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the more pernicious they prove 
to a Beginner who happens to read 
them; for it is certain, that they 
may eaſily put him out of a right 
Path, but can never lead him into 
a true Way. 

As for thoſe that have been tran- 
ſhted out of other Tongues, they 
are but of little Uſe, when they 
have been tranilated, rather to ſerve 
ſome private View, than to be in- 
ſtructive to thoſe who Study this 
Science z eſpecially when they have 
| been tranſlated by Perſons, wl:o 
| bad no Knowledge of the Terms 
| and Operations of Chymiſtry ; and 
I do not Queſtion, but it will be 
* affirmed by all thoſe, who (under- 

ſtanding the German Tongue) have 
read Baſil Valentine in his own 
Native Language, that the Tran- 
lation of that Volume which con- 

tains 


tains his Will and Teſtament, &c. 
differs widely from the Original; 
nay, I believe I might eaſily con- 
vince the Lovers of this Art, that 
the ſame 1s a bad Tranſlation of a 
bad Edition. 
Concerning others, I will ſay 
nothing againſt them, it not be- 
ing my Intention, to ſearch for 


ix 


the Faults of other Tranſlators. 


But finding from the aforeſaid 
Conſiderations, that to get ſome 
good Authors tranſlated, would be 
the moſt likely Means to furniſh 
the Lovers and Studiers of this Sci- 
ence with a ſufficient Theory, and 
to make them to deſiſt from their 
unnatural Operations: I reſolved 
to undertake the Work, and fixed 
upon the following Treatiſes to be 


the firſt, that ſhould appear in an 
Engliſh Dreſs. 


The 
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To the READER. 


The firſt of theſe Treatiſes was 
written by a German Philoſopher, 
under the Title of, TRE ANcl- 
ENT WAR oF THE KNIGHTS, 
and was not only at firſt received, 
as coming from a good Author, 
and true Maſter, by all thoſe who 
had got any Knowledge in this 
Science : But the ſaid Treatiſe did 
likewiſe afterwards recæive its San- 
ion by the ſecond, being a Com- 
mentary, which another learned 
Philoſopher has made thereupon 
in French; who alſo after his in- 
ſtructive learned Commentary has 
added ſix Keys, which for their 
Plainneſs and ingenious Expreſſions 
give way to none, and are of the 
greateſt Uſe imaginable to a Studier 
of this Art. 

Thus the whole being an excel- 
lent Work, there is no doubt, but 
| thoſe 


To the Runes 


thoſe who apply themſelves to get 
Knowledge by reading good Au- 
thors, will find infinite Benefit from 
the peruſal of it; and the ſaid 
Treatiſe called, THE ANCIENT 
WAR OF THE KNIGHTS, 
being wrote in the Garman Tongue, 
J have been at the Pains and Ex- 
pences to get an Original thereof, 
that ſo the Lovers of this Science 
might likewiſe have a Tranſlation 
of the ſame, and thus be able to 
draw Water from the Spring it ſelf ; 
and alſo, that by comparing it with 
the firſt, they might ſee and recti- 
fy ſuch Paſſages as have ſuffered by 

a ſecond Tranſlation. 

No Body will, I hope, obe, 
that the Style of this Work is not 
according to the preſent Politeneſs, 
if he is ſo kind as to conſider that 
it is not intended for a Grammar, 

But 
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but to inſtru& People in the Her- 
metick Science, which is for the 
moſt Part deſcribed in ſuch diffi- 
cult Terms, that the unhappy 
Turn of one Word, may alter a 
whole Sentence, to the infinite Pre- . 
judice of a Tyro ; and that it is 
therefore better to keep to the Au- 
thor's Meaning in a leſs agreeable 
Style, than to deviate from it, by 
uſing politer Expreſſions. 

"Tis likewiſe for the ſame Rea- 
ſon, that where the German has a 
Word or Sentence which might 
bear a double Meaning or Signifi- 
cation, both of them have been gi- 
ven, as for Inſtance: Where the 
| War of the Knights, at the End 
| of this Book, tranſlated from the 
| German Original, ſays by Num. 19. 
pag. 10. And if you two ſhould mix 
your ſelves together, and were kept 

itt 
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in the Fire—The Original ſays in- 
deed” in the Fire, but becauſe the 
Germans ſpeaking of Chymical O- 
perations, and mentioning Fire, of- 
ten mean Digeſtion, which is per- 
formed by Fire; therefore has been 
added, [or in Digeſtion, | that ſo the 
Reader might have both Meanings, 
and chooſe of the two which he 
ſhould judge moſt proper. 

I could eaſily have added my 
Opinion upon ſeveral Paſſages in 
this Work, as for Inſtance, pag. 
41. where mention is made of the 
Stars of Venus and Diana, which 
two Signs or Characters put toge- 
ther, produce that which ſignifies 
Mercury; for if the Character of 
horned Diana [e is placed upon 
that of Venus [, it yields a Cha- 
racter in this Form 8. But I o- 
mit it, leſt I ſhould be thought 


pre- 


xiv 


—— ͤũPũd — 


To the READ ER. 


preſumptuous in endeavouring to 


explain, what I own I am not Ma- 
ſter of. | | 

Should this my well-intended 
Labour meet with Approbation : 
F11 continue it with Pleaſure ; and 
in Caſe the preſent Work ſhould 
any ways be wanting in Exacti- 
tude, I'll uſe all Endeavours to 
make amends 1n the next, 


"Tp n 
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PREFACE 


COMMENTARY, 


Tranſlated from the French. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


NE is ſufficiently perſnaded, that 
there are already too many Books 
which treat of 2 Hermetick Phi- 


loſophy; and that unleſt one wonld 
write of this Science plain, without Equivoca- 
tion, and without Allegory, (which none of the * 
Sages 
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Sages will ever do,) it would be better to res 
main ſilent, than to fill the World with new 
Morbe, which rather ſerve to clog the Spirit 
Jer Minds] of thoſe who apply themſelves. to 
penetrate into the Philoſophick Myſteries, than 
to put them in the true Way, which leads to 
the deſired End, to which they aſpire. *Tis 
for this [Reaſon that it has been thought, that 
to interpret 4 good Aut hor, who treats of this 
' ſublime Philoſophy with Solidity, would be more 
uſeful to the Children of the Science, than ſome 
new Parabolical Production, adorned with ſame 
of the moſt ingenious Expreſſions, which the 
Aadepts know to Frame when they treat of this 
great Art, or rather, when they write only to 
make known, to thoſe that poſſeſs the Magiſte- 
ry like themſelves, or to thoſe that ſceł it, 
that they have had the good Fortune to arrive 
to the Poſſeſſion thereof. Indeed moſt part of 
the Philoſophers anhich have wrote thereof, have 
done it rather to ſpeak of the good Succeſs where- 
with God has bleſſed their Work, than to give 
the neceſſary Inſtruction to thoſe who give them- 
{elve 
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ſolves to the Study of this ſacred Science. This 
is ſo true, that moſt of them don't ſo much 
as make any Difficulty of owning ſmcerely, that 
that has been their chief View, when they 
compoſed their Books of that Matter. 


The little Treatiſe which bears the Title, 
The AnTieEnT WAR OF THE KNIGHTS, 
has without any Conmtradiction deſerved the Ap- 
probation of all rhe Sages | or wiſe Men] and 
of thoſe, who have any Knowledge of the Her- 
metick_ Philoſophy. It is written by Way of 4 
Dialogue, in a very plain and natural Style, 
which bears every Way the marks of Truth; 
let notwithſtanding its Plainneſs, it is not ant= 
ing of Profundity, and to be ſolid in its Rea- 
ſoning, as alſo convincing in its Proofs 3 in ſuch 
4 manner, that there is not one Nord, but what 
carries its Sentence, and on which there might 
not be made a long Commentary. 


This Work was compoſed in the German 
Tongue by @ true Philoſopher, whoſe Name is 
(a) ungznoꝛun. 
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1 xviii The PREFACE. 
# amknown. It appeared in Print at Leipzigy 
in the Tear of our Lord 1604. Faber of 
Montpeiller trayflated it into Latin: And it 
was from this Latin | Edition] that the French 
Tranſlation was taken, which was Printed at 
Paris by d' Houry, and put at the End of 
| [the Book called] the French Turba, of the 
Mord left behind | verbum dimiſſum] and of 
| Drebellius, which together male up one Vo- 
wm lame. But whether Faber did not well un- 
| derſtand the German Tongue, or elſe did on 
Purpoſe falſify the Original: So it is, that there 
are in theſe two Trauſlations corrupted Paſſages, 
which are ſo manifeſtly falſe, that they have 
eccaſioned, that many have contemned this little 
Work, although it ſcemed otherwiſe to be 
very much eſteemed, 


= —— — — * 


nl As Truth and Falſhood cannot dwell to- 

| gether in one Subject, and becauſe it was 
eaſy to judge that theſe Tranſlations were 
not done faithfully, a Philojopher of ex- 
wy traordinary Knowledge and Merit, did, 


for 


The PREFACE. xix 
2 for to ſatisfy bis Curioſity in this Point, 
give himſelf the Trouble, of ſeeking up- 


iet wmardsof ten Tears for to find the Ger- 
h man Original of this little Treatiſe, and 
EF having at laſt found it, caus'd it to be 
f | exactly tranſlated into Latin. This new 
Je Tranſlation is taken from that Copy, and 


neſs of the Original may be ſeen here, by 


of done with all poſible Fidelity, The Good- 
3 
ot the truth which evidently appears in divers 


2 Places which have been reſlored | to its for- 
re mer Senſe,] which were not only alter'd, 
5 but quite changed. One may judge of this 
" by the Paſſage marked thirty-four, where 
ie the firſt Tranſlation ſays, like the Latin 
'6 of Faber, Mercurium noſtrum nemo aſ- 
ſequi poteſt ; niſi ex mollibus octo cor- 
poribus neque ullum abſque altero pa» 
of rari poteſt. No Body can attain to our 
Ks Mercury, otherways than out of the 
2 eight ſoſt Bodies, nor can the one be 
25 prepared without the other. This Trea- 
. tiſe needed no other Thing, to be deſpiſed 


(a 2) by 


— — — oem 
* * 
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by thoſe that have a ſuffcient Knowledge 
of the beginning of the | Philaſophicl] 
Work, in order to diſtinguiſh what is true, 


from that which is falſe The learned, 


however, did eaſily judge, that ſuch a capi - 
tal Fault as that could not come ſrom a 
true Philoſopher, who otherways gives 


ſuſtciently to know that be has perfectly 


underſtood the Magiftery : But there was 
wanting a zealous learned Man, for to 
diſcover the Truth, and one that was as 
capable as the aforeſaid, to make ſo great 
a ſearch for to find the Original of this 
Work , without which it was impoſſible to 
re-cſtabliſhthe true Senſe thereof. 


The place juſt now mentioned, was not 
the only one, that wanted to be amended. 
If one takes the Pains to compare this 
new Tranſlation with the former, there 
will appear a very great Difference, and 
many material Corrections. The paſſage 
thirty-fe is not one of the leaſt, and 


AZ 
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as this Tranſlation has been done from 
the new | or laſt] Latin Copy, without ever 
looking upon that which was already print- 
ed in French, it has been a pleaſure to re- 
mark in courſe, all what was not conform 
to the ſame, 


The Words and entire Phraſes, that have 
been added in ſome places in the preſent, 
to make it join more natural, or to render 
the Senſe more perfect, are placed betwixt 
two Crotches (), in order to diſtinguiſh 
what is, and what is not in the Text, to 
which the Author of this Tranſlation has 
kept himſelf extreamly cloſe : By Reaſon 
that the leaſt Addition, to a Matter of 
this Nature, may make a conſiderable Al- 
teration | or Change | and Occaſion great 
Errors. 


The Beauty and the Solidity of this Trea- 
ti e, did very well deſerve the Pains 
which yave been taken to make a Commen- 
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tary thereupon, to make it more intelligi- 
ble to the Chilaren of the Art; | or Sci- 
ence; | becauſe it is a Treatiſe that may 
ſtand them inſtead of all others, And as 
the Method of a Dialogue is the moſt pro- 
per for to explain, and for to make pal- 
pable the ſublimeſt Truths, it has been 
made Uſe of here, and that with the more 
Reaſon, in that the Auther, upon which 
this Commentary has been made, has writ- 
ten in the ſame manner. The Dialogue 
of Eudoxe and Pyrophile, which explains 
that | Dialogue | of the Stone, with Gold, 
and with Mercury, unfolds the chiefeſt 
Dificulties by its Queſtions, and by the 
Anſwers which are made thercto about the 


moſt material | or eſſential | Points of the 
Hermetick Philoſophy, 


the Cypbers which arc on the Margin 
of theſe two Dialogues, are to remarſ: 
the places which are alike in the firſt Dia- 
'ozne, and the ſecond in which they are 
explained. 


Q 
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explained. There is to be ſeen in this 
Mork an entire Conformity of Sentiments 
with the firſt Maſters of this Philoſophy, 
as well as with the moſt learned that have 
written in the latter Ages ; ſo that there 
may hardly be found a Treatiſe upon this 
Matter, (how great ſoever the Number 
thereof may be,) which is clearer, and 
more ſincere than the preſent, and which 
in Courſe could be more uſeful to ſuch as 
apply themſelves to Study this Science, and 
who otherways have all the Qualifications 
both of the Mind, and of the Body, which 
our Philoſophy requires of thoſe who deſire 
to make ſome Pregreſs therein. 


The Commentary, will doubtleſs, be al- 


lowed to be ſo much the better in that it is 


not diffuſedly, as almoſt all Commen- 
taries are: That it does not touch up- 
on any other Places than thoſe which may 


be nerdſul to be explained : and that it die; 


in no way deviate from the Subject; but 
Af 
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5 as theſe ſort of Writings are not fit for 
| thoſe who have not yet gotten a Spark of 
. the ſecret Philoſophy, the cleareſt ſighted 
Iu! will eaſily find, that it has been thought 
oy better to skip ſeveral Things, which per- 
| baps might have deſerved an Iuterpreta- 
tion, than to explain generally all what 
F might yet cauſe ſome Diſiculty to the young 
Beginners in this great Art, 


As the firſt of theſe Dialogues tells the 
Victory of the Stone, and the other ex- 
plains the Reaſons, and ſhews the Founda- 
tion of its Triumphe It ſeemed that this 
Book could not appear under a more pro- 
per Title, than that of the Hermetical 
Triumph: Or, The Victorious Philoſo- 
phical Stone. Nothing remains to be aid, 
except tlat the Author of the Tranſla- 
tion (who is likwiſe the ſame of the Com- 
enentaiy, and of the Letter which is at 
the End of this Book) has had uo other In- 
tereſt or View in this, but to manifeſt the 

Truth 
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Trith to thoſe who aſpire to the Knowledge 
of it, from ſuch Motives as are proper to 
the true Children of the Science? He alſo 
declares, and proteſts ſincerelyj, that he 
deſires with all his Heart, that thoſe who 
are ſo unfortunate as to loſe their time 
in working with foreigu or diſtant Mat- 
ters, may find themſelves enlightued by read- 
ing this Book, in order to łuom the true 
and only Matter of the Piiloſophers , and 
that thoje who now the ſame already, but 
are ignorant of the great Point, viz. the 
Solution of the S:one, and the Coagulati- 
on of the Water, and of the Spirit of the 
Body, which is the Term| or End of the 
Univerſal Medicine, may here learn thoſe 


ſecret Operations, which are here difiinaly 


enough deſcribed for them. 


Die Author has not thought proper to 
write in Latin, becauſe he could not be- 
lzeve, like many others, that to treat of 
theſe high Myſteries in a vulgar Tongue, 
7s to reveal them : He has followed the 

(b) Example 
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Example of ſeveral Philoſophers, who were 
reſolved, that their Work | or Treatiſe | 
ſhould bear the | jaid | Chara@er of their 
; Country. His firſt Deſten-bas likewiſe been 
to be uſeful to his Countrymen, not doubt- 
ig, but that if this Treatije ſhould appear 
to the Dijciples of Hermes to have any 
deſerts, there would be found ſuch as will 
traniate it into ſuch a Language as they 
pleaſe, 
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General Explication 
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EMBLEME, 


Tranſlated from the French. 


r T ought not to be expected to find here 
Per particular Explication, ſuch as ſhould 
+! 


by 


a 0 undraw the Curtains which are ſpread 
SET over the philoiophick Enigma, for to 
ew the Truth quite naked; for if that 
were done], there would remain rothing more to 
te done but to burn all the Writings of the Philoſo- 
phers: The Wiſe would not have any more Advan- 
tage over the Ignorant ; the one and the other would 
be equally skilled in this wonderful Art. : 
Ir ought therefore to be thought ſufficient to ſee 
in this Figure, as in a Looking-GlaG, the Abridge- 
ment of the whole ſecret Philoſophy, which is con- 
tained in this little Book, in which all the Parts af 
this Emblem ais explained as clear as it is permitted 
to be done, 8 
T1052 


' Tnost that are initiated in the Philoſophick My- 
ſeries, will eaſily and preſently comprehend the Senſe 
which is hid under this Figure. Bur thoſe who have 
not theſe Lights, muſt here conſider in general a mu- 
tual Correſpondence betwixt the Heavens and the 
Earth, by Means of the Sun and Moon, who are like 
the ſecret Ties of this Philoſophical Union. | 

THE y will fee in the Practice of the Worck, two 
parabolical Rivulets, who confounding [or mixing] 
themſelves ſecretly together, give Birth to the my- 
ſerious Triangular Stone, which is the Foundation 
of the Art. 

Tu x will ſee a ſecret and natural Fire, of which 
the Spirit penetrating the Stone, ſublimes it in Va- 
pours, who condenſe themſelves in the Veſſel. 

Tur vr will ſee what Efficacy the ſublimed Stone 
receives of the Sun and Moon, who are its Father 
and Mother, of whom it inherits preſently its firſt 
Crown of Perfection. | 

Tux will ſee in the Continuation of the Pra- 
ice, or in the Progreſs of the Work,] that the Art 
gives to this Divine Liquor a double Crown of Perte- 


tion, by the Converſion of Elements, and by the 


Extraction and the Depuration of the Principles, by 
which it becomes to be that myſterious Rod of fer- 
cury, which operates [or pertorms] ſuch ſurpriſing 
Metamorphoſings. 

TE will ſee that this ame Mercury, as à PHœ- 
nix, who takes a new Birth in the Fire, arrives by 
the Magiſtery to the laſt Perfection of the fixed Sul- 

hur of the Philoſophers, which gives it a fovereign 
ower over the three Genders [or Reigns] of Na- 
ture; of which the three-fold Crown (upon which 
is ſet for this Purpoſe the Hieroglyphick Figure ot 
the World) is the moſt material [or eilzntial | Cha- 


racter, . 
THE 
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A DriscouRsE 1 the Stone 
of the Philoſophers, and Gold, and Meer- 
cury. Concerning the true Marter from 
whence thoſe who are acquainted with 
the Secrets of Nature, may make the PH 
loſophical Stone, according to the Rules of 
a proper Practice, and by the help of Lu- 
natick Vulcan. 


Compoſed Originally in the Ger- 
mas Tongue by a very able Philoſopher, 
and newly tran{ ated from the Latin into 
French., now from the French render'd 
into Engliſb. 


H Subject of this Diſcourſe is 
N a Diſpute which Gold and Mer- 
cury A ad one Day with the Stone 
of the Philoſophers. See here in 


what manner a true Philoſopher ſpeaks, (wo 
B 15 


ö 
W 
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is arrived at the Poſſeſſion of this great Se- 
ret.) | 
[ proteſt unto you before God, and up- 
on the (eternal) Salvation of my Soul, with 
a ſincere Heart, touch'd with Compaſſion 
for thoſe who have been a long while in 
this great Search; and (J give you notice,) 
all you who Eſteem this wonderful Art, that 
our whole Work takes its Nativity (*) from 
one only thing, and that in this thing the 
Work finds its Perfection, without having 
need of any other thing whatſoever, but to 
2. be diflolved (*) and coagulated, which it 
muſt do of it ſelf, without the Aſſiſtance 
of any foreign Thing. 
When we put Ice into a Veſſel placed on 
the Fire, we fee that the Hear makes it di- 
3. ſolve into Water; (*) we mult uſe the ſame 
way with our Stone, which only wants the 
help of the Artiſt, the Operation of his 
4. Hands, and the Action of the (*) natural 
Fire: For it will never be diſſolved of it ſelf; 
though it ſhould remain for ever on the 
Earth, tis for that reaſon we muſt aſſiſt it; 
in ſuch a manner, however, that we add no- 
thing to it, which is foreign or contrary to 
It. 
| uſt as God produces the Corn in the 
Tide, and that it afterwards belongs to us 


a. 
| f 0 
U 
10 
* 
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TRIUMPH. 
to reduce it into Meal, to knead it, and 
make Bread of it : In hke manner our Art 
requires us to do the fame my (*). God 
t 


has created us this Mineral; to the end, that 
we ſhould take it by it ſelf, that we ſhould 


| uncompound or diſſolve the Compoſition of 


the groſs and thick Body; that we ſhould 
ſeparate and take for our ſelves whatever 
good it encloſes inwardly, that we reject 


| what it has of ſuperfluous, and that out of 


a (mortal) Poiſon, we learn to make a (So- 
vereign) Medicine. 
To give you a more perfect underſtand- 


ing of this agreeable Diſcourſe ; I will recite 


to you the Diſpute which aroſe between 
the Stone of the Philoſophers, Gold, and 
Mercur); fo that thoſe who have a long 
time apply'd themſclves to the ſearch (of 
our Art,) and who know how we ought 
to deal with (*) Metals and Minerals, 
may be thereby ſufficiently informed how 
to arrive direct.y at the End which they 


propoſe to themſelves. Tis nevertheleſs 


neceflary, that we ſhould apply our ſelves 
to know, (*) extertorly, and interiorly the 
Eflence and the Properties of all things 
which are on the Earth, and that we pene- 
trate into the Profundity of the Operations, 
which Nature is capable of. 

2 The 


3 
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The RECIT AL. 


wh Gold and Mercury went one Day with an 
| armed Hand, to (give Battle unto, and) ſub- 
due the Stone. Gold animated with Fury, 
begun to ſpeak thus : 


G OLD: 


How have you the Boldncfs to raiſe your 
felt above me, and my Brother Mercury, 
and to pretend a Preference before us; you 

8. who are only a (*) Worm (ſwollen) with 
Poiſon? Do you not know that I am the 
moſt precious, the moſt durable, and the 
chief of all the Metals? (know you not) 
that Monarchs, Princes, and Nations, do 
alke make all their Riches to conſiſt in me, 
and in my Brother Mercury, and that you 

'q are on the contrary, the (dangerous) Enemy 

of Men, and of Metals; fo that the (moſt 
able) Phyſicians ceaſe not to publiſh and 
extol the (ſingular) Vertues which poſſeſs 

9. *) to give (and preſerve) Health to all the 
World? 


The STONE. 

To theſe Words (full of Anger) the 

Stone anſwer'd, (without being moved, 
\ C2 } 

my dear Gold, why are you not rather 

angry 


th an 
ſub- 


Ur y, 


your 


cary, i 


ou 
der; 
the 
the 
not) 
| do 
me, 
you 
emy 
moſt 
and 
Mlcts 
the 


the 
ed, 
umher 


Ngry 


that Gold is hidden in my Boſom. 


TRIUMPH- 
angry with God, and why do you not ask 


him, for what Reaſons he has not created 
in you what is found in me? 


GOLD. 


'Tis God himſelf who has given me the 
Honour, the Reputation, and the glittering 
Brightneſs, which renders me ſo cſtimable, 
it is for that Reaſon that I am ſo ſearched 
for by every one. One of my greateſt Per- 
fections is to be a Metal unchangeable in 
the Fire, and out of the Fire : So all the 
World loves me, and runs after me; but 
you, you are only a (*) Fugitive, and a 
Cheat, that abuſes all Men: This is ſeen 
in that, that you fly away and eſcape out 
of the Hands of thoſe who work with you. 


The STOMNE. 


Tis true, my dear Gold, tis God who 
has given you the Honour, the Durability. 
anel the Beauty, which makes you preci- 


ous; *tis for that Reaſon that you are 


obliged to return (eternal) Thanks (to the 


divine Bounty,) and not to deſpiſe others 


as you do; for I can tell you, that you 
are not that Gold, of which the Writings of 
the Philoſophers make mention 3 (*) but 
Tis 


3 true, 


10. 


11. 
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true, I own it, I flow in the Fire, (and 
I abide not there,) neverthcleſs you very 
. well know, that God and Nature have gi- 
wh ven me this Quality, and that this muſt 
by be ſo; for as much as my Fluidity turns to 
the advantage of the Artiſt, who knows 
| 12. (*) the way how to extract it; know, ne- 
Þ verthelels, 4 my Soul remains conſtant in 
; 


[ me, and that ſhe is more ſtable, and more 
ſixt than you are, altogether Gold as you 
are, and more than are all your Brothers, 
and all your Companions are. Neither Wa- 
ter, nor. Fire, be they what they will, 
can deſtroy her, nor conſume her; though 
they ſhould act upon her during as long a 
time as the World ſhall laſt. 

Tis not then my Fault if I am ſought for 
by Artiſts, who know not how they ought 
to work with me, nor in what way Lought 
to be prepar'd. They oſten mix me with 
foreign Things, which are (intircly) con- 
trary to me. They ada to me Water, 
Powders, and ſuch other like things, which 
deſtroy my Nature, and the Properties 
which are eſſential to me; ſo that there 1s 

12. hardly found one in a Hundred (*) who 

Works with me. They all apply them- 
ſelves to ſcarch out the (Truth of the) Art 
in you, and in your Brother AMertusy; 

tis 


TRIUMPH. 


tis for that Reaſon that they all err, and 
tis therein that their Works are falſe. They 
are themſelves a (good) Example of it; for 
'tis unprofitably that they employ their 
Gold, and that they endeavour to deſtroy it; 
there remains nothing to them from all that, 
but extreme Poverty, to which they ſce 
themſelves at laſt reduced. 

Tis you, Gold, who art the firſt cauſe 
(of this ill Fortune; ) you very well know, 
that without me it is impoſſible to make 
any Gold, or any Silver, which ſhall be 
perfect, and that it is I alone who have 
this (wonderful) Advantage. Why there- 
fore do you permit almoſt all the whole 
World to lay the Foundation of their Ope- 
rations upon you, and upon Mercury ? If 
you had yet any remainder of Honeſty, 
you'd hinder Men from abandoning them- 
ielves to a moſt certain Loſs ; but as (inſtead 


thercof) you do quite the contrary, I may” 


with Truth maintain, that it is you only 
who are a Cheat. | 


GOLD. 

Iwill convince you by the Authority 
of the Philoſophers, that the Truth of the 
Art may be accompliſhed with me. Read 
Hermes, he fays thus: * The Sun is its Fa- 

B 4 « ther 
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J. 14. ther, and the Moon () its Mother; now 
0 Lam the only one which they compare to 
1 the Sun. 
| Ariſtotle, Avicenn, Plis % Serapions Hippo 
| crates, Dioſcorides, Meſue, Raſis, Averroes, 
1 Geber, Raymund Lully, Albertus ann, 
. Arnold of Villa Nova, Thomas Aquinas, 


[1 and a great Number of other Phileſophers, 
1 whom 1 pals by in Silence, that I may not 
be long, do all FILE clcarly and diſtinctly, 
1 that the e _ the (phyſical) Tinc- 
| ture, are not 10 but of Sulphur and of 
15. Mercury, (*) that t 5 Salphur ought to be 
red, incumbuſtihle, ſtedlalthy ret! iſting the 
Tire; aud tha Ty che {12 COP ought 0 be 
cha, [or brigh to] and well purily In 
this manner they ſpeak without any reſerve; 
ey, name © me gpenly by ny proper Name, 
1 Hy, l ar in Gold, ( at r ** ſay in me) 
there 18 f. band the red c 0 ſted, fixt, and 
inc umbulih ze S; Pp 2 3 VV 321i 1 b !S true, and 
very cvident; {or there 5 no Body who 
does not know well, that Tam a Mictal, 
the moſt durable (and unalterable) that I 
am 3 d with a p. riect Sulptur, and in- 
tircly fixt, over which the Five Kh no 

POV. Cr. | 

NO was of tl e ſame Opinion with 
Gold, he aproy'd cf his Diſcourſe, main- 
; tancd 


vith 
ſain- 
med 


TRIUu MYR. 


caincd that all which his Brother ſaid was 
true, and that the Work might be perfect- 
ed aſter the manner which the Philoſopher$ 


herein above- cited have written. He added 
alſo, that every one (ſufficiently) knew 
how great a (mutual) (*) Friendthip there 
was between Gold and him, preferably be- 
fore all rhe her Metals; L ty there was 
no Body who could not eaſily judge there- 
of by the Teſtimony of his own Eyes, 
that the Goldſmiths, and other ſuch like 
Artificers knew very well, that when they 
would gild any work, thcy could not do 
without (a mixture of) Gold and Aercary, 
and that they make a Conjunction of them 
in a very ſmall time, without difficulty, and 
with very little Labour ; what ought not 
to be hop'd for with more Time, more La- 
bour, and more Application? 


The STO NME. 


At this Diſcourſe, the Stone begun to 
Laugh, and told them, in Truth you de- 
ſerve both the one and the other of you, 
that they ſhould jecr you, and your Demon- 
{tration ; bur it is you Gold that I ſtill the 
more admire at, ſeeing that you are ſo much 
conctited of your ſelf, for having the ad- 
vantage which you have to be good for 

| {ome 


I 6, 
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ſome certain Things. Can you be per- 
ſwaded that the ancient Philoſophers did write 
as they have done, in a Senſe which ſhould 
be underftood in a common Way ? And do 
ou believe that one ought plainly to inter- 
pret their Words according to the Letter? 


GOLD. 


I am certain, that the Philoſophers, and the 
Artiſts, whom I cited, have not written a 
Lic. They are all of the ſame Sentiment 
concerning the Vertu2 which I poſſeſs: 
Tis very true that there are found ſome 
who would ſcarch in Things quite diſtant, 
for the Power and the Properties which 
are in me. They have workt on certain 
Herbs, on Animals, on Blood, on Urines, 
on Hair, on Sperm, and on Things of this 
Nature; thoſe have without doubt ſtray'd 
from the true way, and have ſometimes 
written Falſhoods : But it is not ſo of thoſe 
Maſters whom I have named. We have 
certain Proofs, that they effectually poſſeſt 
this (great) Art; 'tis for that Reaſon that 
we ought to give credit to their Writings, 


The STONE. 
I do not male any doubt at all of (thoſe 
Philoſophers) having had an intire Know- 
ledge 


T RIU MYR. 


ledge of the Art; excepting, nevertheleſs, 
ſome of thoſe whom you have alledged; 
for there are among them, though a very 
ſew, ſome who knew it not, and have on 
written what they have heard People fay 
of it: But when they (the true Philoſophers) 
plainly name Gold and Mercury, as the 
Principles of the Art, they ny make 
Uſe of theſe Terms thereby to hide the 
Knowledge from the Ignorant, and from 
thoſe who are unworthy (of this Science;) 
for they very well know that ſuch (vul- 
gar) Wits mind only the Names of things, 
the Receipts, and the Proceſſes which they 
find written, without cxamining whether 
there be any (ſolid) Foundation in what 
they put into Practice. But the wiſe Men, 
and thoſe who read (good Books) with 
Application and Exactneſs, conſider all 
Things with Prudence, examine how con- 
ſonant and how agreeing one Thing fis 
with another; and by theſe means they 
p;nctrate into the Foundation (of che Art,) 
ſo that by Reaſoning, and by Meditation, 
they difcover (at length) what the matter 
of the Philoſophers is, among whom there 
1s not any one to be found who would ſhow 
it, or make it known openly, and by its 
proper Name. | 


They 


C 
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They declare themſelves plainly about it, 
when they tell ye, that they never reveal 
leſs (of the Secret) of their Art, than when 
they ſpeak opcnly, and in the common way 
(of delivery :) But (they affirm) on the 

17. contrary (*), that when they uſe Simili- 
tudes, Figures, and Parables, it is in Truth 
in thoſe places (of their Writings) that they 
diſcloſe their Art; for (the Philoſophers) af- 
ter having diſcours d of Gold and Mercum, 
fail not of declaring afterward and aſſuring 
us, that their Gold is not the common Sol 
(or Gold) and that their Mercury is not the 
common Mercury; ſce here the Reaſon, 

Gold is a perfect Metal, which by Rea- 
ſon of its Perfection (which Nature has gi- 
ven it) cannot be carried further (by Art) to 
a more perſect Degree; fo that in what way 
ſoever one may work with Gold, whatever 
Artifice one makes uf2 of; though one 
ſhould Extract its Colour (and its Tin- 
cture) a hundred Times, the Artiſt will 
never make more Gold, and ſhall never tinge 
a greater Quantity of Metal, than there was 
of Colour and Jincture in the Gold (from 
whence it ſhall have been Extracted;) for 
this Reaſon it is that the Philoſophers ſay, 

28. that we ought to ſeek Perfection (*) in 
the imperſect Things, and that we ſhall find 

it 
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it there. You may read in the Rofary 
what I have told you hcre. Raymund, Lully, 
whom {you have cited to me, is of rhe ſame 
Sentiment, (he aſſures) that, that which 
ought to be made better, ought not to be 
perfect; becauſe in what is perfect, there is 
nothing to be changed; and one ſhall ſooner 
deſtroy its Nature, (than add any Thing to 
its Perfection). 


GOLD. 
1 am not ignorant, that the Philoſophers 
{peak after this manner; yet this may be 
apply d to my Brother Mercury, who is 


13 


as yet imperfect; but if one join both of 


us together, he then receives from me the 
Perſection (which he wants:) For he is of 
the Feminine Scx, and IT am of the Maſculine 
Sex; which makes the Philoſophers fay, that 
the Arr 1s one quite homogencal Thing. You 
ice an Example hercof. in (the Procreation 
of) Men, for there can no Child be Born 
Without (the Copulation of) Male and Fe- 


male; that is ro ſay, without the Conjun- 


ction of the one with the other. We have 
the like Example thercof in Animals, and 
In all living Beings, 


The 


14 Ie HERMETICAI. 


| The STONE. 
Tis true, your Brother Atercury is im- 


19. perfect (*), and by conſequence he is not 


the Aercury of the wiſe. So though you 
ſhould be join'd together, and one ſhould 
keep you thus in the Fire during the Courſe 
of many Years, to cndeavour to unite you 
erfectly to one another, there will always 
n. (the ſame T hing, namely, ) that as 
ſoon as the Aercury feels the Action of 
Fire, it ſeparates it 2 from you, it is ſub- 
limed, it flies away, and lcaves you alone 
below. That if one diflolve you in Aqua- 

fortis, if one reduce you into one onl 
(Maſs), if one melt you, if one diſtil you, 
if one coagulate you, you will never pro- 
duce any Thing but a Powder, and a red 
Precipitate : That if one make a Projection 
of this Powder on an imperfect Meral, it 
tinges it not; but one finds as much Gold as 
one put therein at the beginning, and your 

Brother Mercury quits you and flies away. 
See here, rar, are the Experiments, which 
thoſe who apply themſclves to the Scarch 
of Chymiſtry have made to their great Da- 
mage, during a long Train of Ycars : Sce 
alſo (where there enderh) all the Knowledge 
which they have acquired by their Works. 
But 


TRTU Au k. 
But becauſe tliere is a Saying of the Anci- 
ents, whereof you would make uſe to your 


13 


Advantage, that the Art is all one (entire) - 


homogencal Thing; that no Child can be 
Born without Male and Female; and that 
you imagine to your elf, that the Philoſs- 
phers do thereby intend to {peak of you and 
your Brother Mercury; 1 ought to tell you 
(plainly) that this is falſe, and that it is 
underſtood much amiſs concerning you, 
though in the ſame Places the Philoſophers 
ſpeak ſincerely, and tell the Truth. I make 
it known to you, that here (*) hes the cor- 
ner (angular) Stone, which they have laid, 
and at which many Thouſands of Men have 
{tumblcd. 

Can you well imagine to your ſelf, 
that it ſhould be the fame (*) with Me- 
tals, as with Things which have Life. 
There happens to you in this, that which 
happens to all falſe Artiſts : For when you 
— (ſuch like Paſſages) in the Philoſophers, 
you apply not your ſclves any more to exa- 
mine them, to endeavour to diſcover he- 
ther (ſuch Expreſſions) ſquare and agree to- 
ther, or no, with what has been faid be- 
fore, or what is ſaid aſterward: Vet (you 
ought to know) that all which the Philoſo- 
phers have written in figurative Toms _ 

the 


20. 


21. 


f 
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the Work, ought to be underſtood of me 
only, and of no other Thing which 1s 1n 
the World ; becauſe there is only me who 
can perform that which they ſay, and thar 
(*) without me it is irapoſhble to make 
any true Gold, or any true Silver. 


G OLD. 


Good God | have you no Shame of 
telling ſo great a Lie? And do you not 
think you commit a Sin, in boaſting your 
ſelf to ſuch a Height, as to dare to attri- 
bute to your ſelf alone, all which ſo many 
wiſe and knowing Mien have written of 
this Art, for ſo many Ages; you who are 
only a thick, impure, and poiſonous Mat- 
ter : And you acknowledge, notwithſtand- 
ing this, that this Art is all one (perſectly) 
Homogeneal Thing? You gay further, 
that without you, one can make no true 
Gold, nor true Silver, as being an uni— 
verſa] Thing (). (Is there not a man- 
feſt Contradiction there?) For as much 
as many knowing Perſons have applied them- 
ſelves with ſo much Care and FExactncls to 
thoſe (curious) Searches, which thev have 
made, that they have forind our other ways 
(viz, Proceiles) which they call Particulars, 

from 
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TRIUMPH. 
culars, from which, nevertheleſs, one may 
draw great Gain, | 


The STONE 
My dear Gold, be not ſurpriſed at what 


17 


f am going to tell you, and be not fo im- 


prudent as to impute a Lie to me; to me, 
who am (*) older than you: If fo be I 
were indeed miſtaken in this Point, you'd 
have Reaſon to excuſe my (great) Age; 
ſince you are not Ignorant that old Age 
ſhould be reſpected. 

But to convince you that I have ſpoken 
Truth; in order to defend my Honour, I 
will rely on no other but (the Authority) 
of the ſame Maſters whom you have quo- 
ted, and whom for that Reaſon you have 
no Right to refuſe; (For Inſtance,) Her- 
nes in particular ſays thus: It is true with- 
out a Lie, certain and very true, That that 
which is below, is like unto that which is 
above; and that which 15 above, is like un- 


24 


to that which is below; (*) 'tis by theſe 2523 


Things that one may make the Miracles of 
one only Thing. 

Ariſtotle fays : O how admiraþle is this 
Thing, which contains in it ſelf all Things 
which we have need of. It kills it ſelf; 
and afterwards it reaſſumes a Life of it ſelf; 

C (*) 


$2, (from the Art) (*), ſome Artiſts v- 
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26. (*) it eſpouſes it ſell ; it impregnates it 
ſelt ; it is born of it felt, it diſſolves it ſelf 


in its own Blood; it coagulates it ſelf again 
with it, and takes a hard Conſiſtence; it 
makes it felt White, and it rubifies it ſelf, of 
it ſeit; we add nothing more to it, and 
we change nothing in it, except that we 
ſeparate the Groſſeſi and the Terreſtreity. 
Plato fpzaks of me in this manner: It 


15 one only ſingle Thing, of one and the 
2 7. ſame Species in it ſelf; (*) it has a Body, 


a Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements, 
over which it has Dominion. It wants no- 
thing; it has no nced of other Bodies; 
for it ingenders it ſelf; all Things are from 
it, by it, in it. ; 

I could here bring you many other Teſti- 
monics, but it being unneceſſary, I pals 
them over in Silence, that J may not be 
tedious. However, ſince you happen to 
ſpeak to me of (Proceſſss, or) Particulars, 
I'll explain to you in what they differ 

; * have 
wroughr with me, have carried on their 
Works ſo far, that they ſucceeded fo far as 
to ſcparate from me my Spirit, which con- 
tains my Fincture; ſo that mixing it with o- 
ther Metah and Minerals they ar: iv'd thus far, 
that they communicared a fimall part of my 
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Vertues, and of my Power to ſuch Metals 
as have ſome Affinity and Friendſhip with 
me. Vet theſe Artiſts who have ſucceeded 
in this way, and who have indeed found 
one Part (of the Art,) are really but a ve- 
ry ſmall Number: But as they knew not 
(*) the Original whence the Tinctures 
come, it was impoſſible for them to carry 
on their Works beyond that ; and at the 
caſting up of their Accounts, they have 
found no vaſt Profit in their Proceeding. 
But if theſe Artiſts had carried on their 
Searches further, and that they had well 
examined which is the ( Wiſe who is 
proper ſor me; and that they had ſought 
for her, and united me with her ; I then 
could have ting'd a thouſand Times (more ) 
but (inſtead of that) they entirely deſtroy- 
ed my own Nature, by mixing me with 
foreign Things; tis truly for that Cauſe, 
that at the making up of their Accounts, 
they have found ſome Gain, however, but 
indifferent, in compariſon of the great Pow- 
er which is in me ; *tis apparent, never- 
theleſs, that (this Gain) did not proceed, 
nor had its Original, but from me, and not 
from any other Thing whatſocver, (where- 
with I might be mixed.) 


| 


2 G OLD, 


19 


30. 


20 


Ihe HERMETICAI 


GOLD. 
What you have ſaid ts no ſufficient Proof; 
tor though the Philoſophers ſpeak of one on- 
ly Thing, which encloſes in it {elf the four 
Elements: and which [Thing] has a Body, 
a Soul, and Spirit; and that by this Thing 
they would give us to underſtand the (Phy- 
ſical) Tincture; at ſuch time when x i 
ſame has been carried on to its higheſt (Per- 
tection) which is the Point they aim at; 
yet this Thing ought at its beginning to be 
compoſed of me, Who am the Gold, and 
of my Brother who is the Mercur), as be- 
ing (both together) the Male Seed, and the 
Female Sced ; as has been ſaid before: For 
after we have been ſufficiently cook'd, and 
tranſmuted into a Tincture, we are then 
both the one and the other (together) the 
one only Thing which the Philoſophers 
ſpeak ot. 


The STONE. 
That goes not as you fancy ; I have 
already told you before, that no true Uni- 
on can he made of you two; for you are 


not one only Body, (*) but two Bodies 


together; and conſequently you are contra- 
rv, conſidering the Foundation of Nature: 
; | Unit 
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but as for me, I have an (*) imperſect 
Body, a ſtedfaſt Soul, a penetrating Tin- 
cture. J have, beſides this, a clear, tranſpa- 
rent, volatile, and moveable Mercury And 
I can operate all thoſe (great) Things, which 
you boaſt of with you both, and which 
however you are not able to perform : For 
tis I who carry the Philoſophical Gold, and 
the Mercury of the wiſe [Men] in my Bo- 
ſom ; wherefore the Philoſophers (ſpeakin 
of me) ſay, our Stone (*) 1s Inviſible, 85 
it is not poſſible to attain to the Poſſeſſion 
of our Mercur, any other way than by 
the Means of (*) two Bodies, whereof one 
cannot receive without the other the (re- 
quifite) Perfection. | 

'Tis for this Reaſon that there is no other 
but only my ſelf, who poſſeſſes a Male and 
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a Female Seed, and who is (at the fame 


time) a Thing (entirely) Homogeneal ; al- 
ſo am I call'd an Hermaphrodite. Richaraas 


 Anglicus witneſſes of me, ſaying, the firſt 


Matter of our Stone is call'd Reb:is (twice 
a Thing) that 1s to fay, a Thing which 
has received from Nature a double occult 
Property, which is the Reaſon that the 
Name of Hermaphrodite is given to it, as if 
one would fay, a Matter, whercof it is dif- 
ficult to be able to diſtinguiſh the Sex (and 
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to diſcover) whether it be a Male, or a Fe. 
male, it inclining equally to both Sides: 
The (Univerſal) Medicine is therefore made 

35. of a Thing which is (*) the Water, and 
the Spirit of the Body. 

This has given Occaſion to the ſaying, 
that this Medicine has deceived a great 
Number of Fools, by Reafon of the Mul- 
titude of e£ricxa's (under which it is hid3) 
nevertheleſs this Art requires but one only 
Thing, which is known by every one, and 
which many do wiſh for ; and the whole 
is a Thing, which has not its cqual in the 

36. World; (*) it is however ch-ap, and to 
be had at a {mall Expence: It ought not 
to be defpiled for that; for it makes and 

erfects wonderful Things. 

Alan the Philoſopher ſays, you that work 
in this Art, ought to have a ſum and con- 
ſtant Application of NMlind to your Work, 
and not go about to try ſonetimes one 
Thing, ſometimes another. The Art con- 
ſiſts not in a Plurality of Species; but in 
the Body, anc. in the Spirit. Oh ! how 
true it is, that the Medicine of our Stone 
is one Thing, one Veſſel one Conjuncti- 
on. All the Artifice begins by one Thing, 
and ends by one Thing, altho' the Philoſo- 
phers, witn a Dchign to conceal this (great 

(Art 
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Art) deſcribe ſeveral ways, viz. a continual 
Conjunction, a Mixing, a Sublimation, a 
Deſiccation, and as many other (Ways and 
Operations) more, as may be named by diffe- 


rent Names: But (*) the Diſſolution of the 37. 


Body is not made, but in its own Blood. 
Geber ſays thus: There is a Sulphur in 
the Profundity of Mercury, which cooks it, 


and which digeſts it in the Vein of the 


Mines, during a very long time. Thus you 
ſee my dear Gold, that I have fully de- 
monſtrated to you, that this Sulphur is on- 
ly in me; becauſe I do all my {elf alone, 
without your help, and without that of all 
your Brothers, and of all your Compani- 
ons. I have no Need of you; but you all 
have Need of me, for as much as I can 


? give Perfection to you all, and raiſe you all 


above the State, which Nature has plac'd 
you in. 

At theſe laſt Words, the Gold grew fu- 
riouſly enrag'd, not knowing what to an- 
ſwer any further; he conſulted (however) 
with his Brother Mercury, and they agreed 
together, that they would aſſiſt one ano- 
ther, (hoping) that they being two againſt 
our Stone, which is but one and alone, 
they might eaſily overcome it; ſo that af- 


ter not having been able to conquer it by 
'Þ 4 dil- 
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diſputing, they took a Reſolution to put 
it to Death by the Sword. In this deſign 
they join'd their Forces, to. make them the 
ſtronger by uniting their double Power. 

Battle was given: Our Stone diſplay d 
its Force and its Valour ; fought them both, 
(X) overcame them, deſtroy'd them, and 
ſwallo ved up both the one and the other; 
in a manner that there remained no ſign, 
whereby one might know what was become 
of them.“ 

Thus, dear Friends, who have the fear 
of God before your Eyes, what I tell you 
ought ro make you know the Truth,- and 
illuminate your Minds as much as is neceſ- 
ſary to underſtand the Foundation of the 
greateſt and the moſt precious of all Trea- 


ſures, which no Philoſopher has ſo clzarly® 


| explained, diſcovered, or brought to Light. 


29. 


O K 
You have then no need of any Thing 
elſc. This only remains, that you pray to 
God, that he would make you arrive at 
the Poſſeſſion of a Jewel, which is of an 
ineſtimable Value. Next to this, ſharpen 
your Mind, read the Writings of the Wiſe 
with Prudence; work with Diligence (and 
Exactneſs,) act not raſhly in fo precious a 
Work. (“) It's time is ordained by Na- 
ture; in the like manner as the Fruits which 
arc 
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are on the Trees, and as the Bunches of 
Grapes which the Vine does bear. Be up- 
right of Heart, and propoſe to your ſelf 
(in your Work) an . End; other- 
wiſe God will grant you nothing; (*) 
for he doth not communicate (fo great) a 40. 
Gift, except to thoſe who will make a good 
uſe of it; and he depriveth them thercof, 
who deſign to make uſe of it to commit 
Evil. I pray to God that he may give 
you his (holy) Bleſſing. Amen. 
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DISCOURSE 


BETWEEN 


Fudoxus and Pyrophilas, 


UPON THE 
ANCIENT WAR 


OF THE 
ENG G HT. S. 
PYROPHILUS. 


5 OST happy Moment, that 
244541 brings me ſo luckily to meet 
you here! T have for a long 
time moſt earneſtly wiſh'd for 
——O In opportunity of entertaining 
you with the Progreſs I haye made in Phi- 


loſophy, 
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loſophy, by reading thoſe Authors, you ad- 
viicd me to read, to inſtruct me fundamen- 
tally in that Divine Science, which by way 
of Excellency is call'd Philoſophy. 


EUDUZTVPS3 


The ſecing you thus again, gives me no 
leſs Joy, and that will ſtill be increaſed by 
Learning the Advantages you have gained 


by your Application to the Study of our 
ſacred Science. 


PYROPHIL TVS. 


I ſhall be indebted to yor, not only for 
all that I now know of it, but likewiſe for 
what I ſhall hope to penetrate in the So- 
phick, Myſteries, if you will pleaſe to con- 
tinue to lend me the Aſſiſtance of your 
Knowledge. It was you that inſpired me 
with all the needful Courage, to undertake 
a Study, whoſe firſt Difficulties appeared 
impenetrable ; and of a Nature, continually 
to blunt the Points of Wits, that are moſt 
acute in the ſearch of hidden Truth: But 
thanks to your good Counſcl, I find my 
{cli but the more animated to purſue my 
Enterprize. 

E Us 


. 
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T am pleaſed, that I have not been miſ- 
taken in the Judgment of the Character of 
your mind, you have it of the temper it 
ought to be of, for acquiring that Know- 
ledge that ſurmounts the Capacity of an 
ordinary Genius, and not to ſoften under 
ſo many Difficulties as renders the Sanctu- 
ary of our Philoſophy almoſt unacceſſible. 
I very much applaud that Force with which 
I know you have combated the uſual Diſ- 
courſcs of certain Wits, who think them- 
ſelves concerned in honour to treat as Whim- 


0 and Chimera, whatever they do not un- 


erſtand, becauſe they are unwilling it ſhould 
be ſaid, that others can diſcover Truths of 
which chey have no Knowledge. 


FIZDPHILUS 


I never thought there was much Attenti- 
on due to the Rcaſoning of ſuch as will de- 
cide in Things they underſtand not; but E 
conſeſ to you, that had any thing been able 
to turn me hom a Science, for which I 
have ever had a ſtrong natural Inclination, 
it would have been that ſort of Shame that 
Ignorance hath faſtned upon Inquirers into 
this Philo/ophy : Tt is really troubleſome » 
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be obliged to hide ones Application to it; 
2s one mult either do, or paſs in the Opi- 
nion of the World, for a Man that bullies 
himſelf in vain Chimera's; but as Truth 
where-ever it is, hath ineſtimable Charms for 
me, nothing has had the Power to divert 
me from this Study. I have read the Wri- 
tings of a great many Philoſophers, no leſs 
conſiderable for their Learning, than for 
their Probity ; and as it could never enter 
into my Thoughts, chat fo great Perſcnages 
wereſo many publick Impoſtors, I would 
needs examine their Principles with ſerious 
Attention, and was convinced of the Truths 
they advance, altho' I pretend not to com- 
pretend them all. 


EU DOTY& 

You oblige me much by the Juſtice 
you render to the Maltcrs of our Ait; but 
pray tell me, what Philoſophers you have par- 
ticularly read, and which are thoſe that have 
given you molt Satisfaction? I contented 
my ſelf with recommending to you only 
tome few. 


PIROPFHHELC a 
To reply to your demand, I ſhould 
make a long Catalogue, ſor I Have read the 
Wy Pihiia- 


27 


— — 0 — — n em 


Th: HERMETI CAI 


Philoſophers many Years without ceaſing. 1 
have ſought Knowledge in its Source, I have 
read the ſmaragdine T Table, the ſeven Chap- 
ters of Hermes with their Commenrarics, 
I have read Geber, the Turba, Raf. ary, T Hea. 
trum, Bibliotheque , Ch Ty mical Cabinet, and par- 
ticular) y Arte PIJHES, Arnold de villa N0VA, Rays 
mond Lolly, Treviſio, Flamel, E. Zacchary, and 
many others, Antient and Modern, whom 
I name not; among others, Ba, Valentine, 

Coſz opolita, and Philal ethes. 
T aſſure you I was terribly pur to 1t, to 
try to find th2 eſſential Point in which they 
all ſhould agree, they making uſe of Ex- 
prefſions fo differing, and often, ſeem to be 
oppolite. Some ſyeak of the Matter in ah- 
{tracted Terms, others in Terms com- 
pounded: Some cxpreſ only certain Qua- 
lities of the Matter, others ſtick upon quite 
different Properties; ſom: conſider it in a 
State purely natural others ſpeak of it in a 
State of ſome of the Pc: Toctions it receives 
from Art: And all this together flings one 
into ſuch a Labyrinth of Dificultics, that 
it is no wonder that molt of thoſe who 
read the Philofapycr „ do form quite diffe- 

rent Concluſions. | 
T did not content my ſelf to read tlie 
chief Authors vou directed me tw hardly 
Once 
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once over ; I read them over again and a- 
gain, even as often as I thought I could 
draw new Inſtructions from them, either as 
to the true Matter, or as to its divers Pre- 
parations, whereon depends the whole Suc- 
ceſs of the Work. I have made Extracts 
from all the beſt Books. I have meditated 
thereon Day and Night, until I thought I 
knew the Matter, and its different Prepara- 
tions, which Property is but one and the 


{ame continued Operation. Bur I avow to 


you, that after ſuch ſolid Pains, I took a 
{ingular Pleaſure to read the Anticnt Quar- 
rel of the Philoſophers Stone with Gold and 
Mercury; the Neatneſs, the Simplicity, and 
the Solidity of this Tract have charmed 
me; and as it is a ſtanding Truth, that he 
who underſtands one true Philoſopher per- 
ſectly, dos moſt certainly underſtand them 
all ; permit me, it you pleaſe, to ask you 
ſome Queſtions concerning this, and have 
the Goodneſs to anſwer me with the ſame 
Sincerity that you have always uſed towards 
me. I aſſure my ſelf, that after that, I ſhall 
be as much inſtructed as it is neceſſary to 
be to put my Hand to the Work, and hap- 
pily to arrive at the Poſſeſſion of the greateſt 
of all thoſe temporal Bleſſings, wherewith 
it pleaſes God to honour thoſe who Labour 
m his Love and Fear, E Tea 
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l am ready to ſatisfy your Demands, and 
ſhall be very glad to hear you touch the el- 
ſential Point, whillt Tam in the Reſolution to 
conceal nothing from you of what may ſerve 
for the Inſtruction you may think you 
want: But I believe it will be proper that 
I firſt make you ſome Remarks, that will 
very much contribute to clear ſome impor- 
tant Paſſages of the Tract you have men- 
tioned. 

Remark then, that the term Stone is ta- 
ken in many different Acceptations, and in 
particular with regard to the three different 
Stations of the Work ; which makes Geber 
ſay, That there are three Stones, which are 
the three Medicines anſwering to the three 
Degrees of Perfection of the Work; fo 
that the Stone of the firſt Order, 1s the 
Matter of the Philoſophers perfectly purified, 
and reduced into a pure mercurial Subſtance ; 
the Stone of the ſecond Order, is the ſame 
Matter decocted, digeſtcd, and fixed into 
an incombultible Sulphur ; the Stone of rhe 
third Order, is the very fame Matter ſer- 
mented, multiplicd, and puſhed to the laſt 
Perfection of Tinctture Hxt, permanent, and 
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tinging * And theſe three Stones are the 

three Medicines of the tarce Kinds. 
Remark further, that there is a great 

Difference berween the Stone of the Philo- 


fophers, and the Philoſophick, Stone. The 


firſt is the Subject of Philoſophy, conſidered 
in the State of its firſt Preparation, in which 
it is truly a Stone, ſince it is ſolid, hard, 
heavy, brittle, frangible; it is a Body (ſays 
Philalethes) becauſe it flows in Fire like a Me- 
tal; and yet it is a Spirit, for it is holly 
Volatile. It is the Cumpound and the Stone tha 
contains the Humidity, that runs in the Fire 


(lays Arnoldus in his Letter to the King of 


Naples) it is in this State that it is a middle 
Subſtance between a Metal and Mercury (as 
the Abbot Singſius expreſſes it) it is in fine 
in this State, that Geber conſiders it, where 
he ſays in two Places of his Summa, Take 
bun Stone, that is to ſay, (ſaith he,) the Mar- 
ter .of our Stone, juſt as if he had ſaid, take 
the Philoſopher's Stone, which is the Matter 

of the Philoſophick Stone. | 
The Philoſophick, Stone, is therefore the 
ſame Stone of the Philoſephers; when by 
the ſecret Magiſtery it is exalted to the Per- 
ſection of the third Order, tranfmuting all 
imperſect Metals into pure Gold or Silver, 
xcording to the Nature of tac Ferment 
1 adjoined 
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adjoined to it. Theſe Diſtin&tions will do 
you conſiderable Service, to unfold the dit- 
ficult Senſe of the Philofophical Writings, 
| and to clear up divers Paſſages of this very 
Author, upon which you intend to diſ- 
courle me. 
PYROPHILUS. 


| I already diſcern the Utility of theſe Re- 
marks, and find in them the Explication of 
ſome of my Doubts ; but before we paſs 
any further, pray tell me whether the Author 

; of this little Tract, which I ſpeak of, de- 

ſerves the Approbation that many learned 
Men do give it, and whether it contains the 
whole Secret of the Work ? 


ae 


Vou need not doubt, but that this Treatiſe 

is done by the Hand of a true Adept, and con- 

| CO merits the Eſteem and Approbation 
of Philoſophers. The principal Delign of this 


| 
Author, is to undeceive an almoſt infinite! 
Number of Artiſts, who deceived by the litc- ; 
ral Senſe of our Writings, obſtinately perſiſt, Þ | 
that the Magiſtery is to be effected by the! 
Conjunction of Gold with Mercury variouſly = 
20k and to convince them abſolutely, | © 
de maintains with the beſt and moſt Anti- 
ent Philoſophers, (* that the Work is ws! 0 
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made but of one only Thing, of one only and 
the ſame Species. | 


 PTROPHILUS. 


That is the very firſt of the Places that 
raiſed me ſome Scruples ; for methinks one 
may reaſonably doùbt, that Perfection ought 
to be ſought in one only ſelf ſame Subſtance, 
and that without adding any Thing to it, 
one can be able to make all Things of it. 
The Philoſophers on the contrary fay, that 


not only we muſt remove the Superfluities 


from the Matter, but what is wanting muſt 


hkewiſe be added to it. 


EUDOXUS 


It is eaſy to deliver you from that Doubt 
by this compariſon ; in the ſame manner as 
Juices extracted from divers Herbs, depu- 
rated from their Fæces, and incorporated to- 
gether, make but one Confection of one on- 
ly and felf fame Species; ſo the Philoſephers, 
with Reaſon, call their prepared Matter, one 
only and ſelf ſame Thing, although we are 
not ignorant that it is a natural Compound 
of certain Subſtances from one ſame Root, 
and of one ſame Kind, making together one 
whole compleat Homogeneity ; in this Senſs 
the Philoſapbers do all agree, though ſome 

D 2 lays 
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ſay, their Matter is compounded of two 
Things, and others of three; though ſome 
write, that it conſiſts of four, and ſome of 
five; and others again, that it is but one 
only Thing : They are all equally in the 
right, becauſe divers Things of one and the 
fame Kind naturally and intimately united, 
even as ſeveral Waters diſtilled from Herbs, 
and mingled together, do indeed conſtitute 
but one only ſelf- ſame Thing; and this is 
done in our Art, and fo * more funda- 
| mentally, as the Subſtances that make up 
the philoſophical Compound, differ leſs a- 
mong themſelves, than ſorrel Water differs 


from lettice Water. 


PYROPHILUS. 


| J have nothing to reply to what you 

| have ſaid, I comprehend the Senſe of it ve- Þ 

ry well ; but there remains with me a Doubt a 
l 
t 
] 


upon this Occaſion, that I know ſeveral 
Perſons well verſed in the reading of the 
beſt Philoſophers, and who yet follow a Me- 
thod quite contrary to the firſt Foundation 5 
that our Author lays ; that is to fay, that Þ ;, 
2. (c) the philoſeprical Matter hath no need 
of ay This What ſoe ver, other than to be N 

* diſſolved and coagulated. For theſe Perſons 

begin the work by Coagulation ; they 8 

thete- 
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therefore work upon a liquid Matter, in- 
ſtead of a Stone; pray inform me, whether 
this Method be that of Truth? —_ 


EUDONXYUL S. 


Your Remark is very judicious, the great- | 
eſt part of true Philoſophers are of the ſame 
| Sentiment with this Author. The Matter has | 
| no need but to be diſſolved, and then coa- 6 
| gulated; Mixtion, Conjunction, Fixation, 
Coagulation, and other like Operations, are 
made almoſt of themſelves ; but Solution 1s 
dhe great Secret of the Art. It is this eſ- 
ſential Point that the Philoſophers do not re- 
veal. All the Operations of the firſt Work, 
or of the firſt Medicine, is nothing (to 
1 ſpeak properly) but a continual Solution; 
- ſo that Calcination, Extraction, Sublimart- 
on, Diſtillation, but a true Solution of 
che Matter, Geber taught not the Neceſſi- 
e ty of Sublimation, but becauſe it not only 
- | purifics the Matter from its groſs and com- 
* buſtible Parts; but alſo, becauſe it diſpoſcs 
to Solution, from whence reſults the Mer- 
a | curial Humidity, which is the Key of the 
| Work. 
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PYROPHILUS. 


I am now well fortificd againſt thoſe pree 
tended Philoſophers, who are of a contrary 
Sentiment to this Author; and I know not, 
how they can imagine that their Opinion 
ſquares exactly with the belt Authors? 


EUVDORXUS. 


This verv Author alone ſuffices to let 
them ſee their Error, he explains himſelf 
by a very right ſimile of Ice, which melts 


with the leaſt Heat ; to let us know, (*) 


T hat the principal Operation is to procure the 
Solution of a Matter hard and dry, coming near 
to the Nature of a Stone; which, neverthe- 


leſs, by the Action of the natural Fire, 
ought to be refolved into a dry Water, as 


eaſily as Ice is melted by the leaft Heat. 


PTROPHILUS 
I ſhould be extreamly obliged wo you, if 
you would be ſo kind to inform me, what 


it is you call (*) rhe natural Fire. I very 


well knew. it is the principal Key of the 
Art, many Prilofophers have expreſſed the 
Nature of it by very obſcure Parables ; but 
I do confeſs to you, that I have nor as yet 
been able to comprehend this Myſtery. 
„ 


eo is 1. 


* >» 7 LAS my 1 


tauns has copied 


TRIUMPH. 


EUDOXUS. 
It is indeed the great Myſtery of the 


Art, all other Myſteries of this ſublime 


Philoſophy depending on the — of 
this. How fatisfied ſhould I be, might I 
nakedly explain this Secret to you 3 I 
cannot do that, which no Philoſopher be- 
lieves to be in his Power, all you can rea- 
ſonably expect of me is to tell you, that the 
natural Fire whereof this Philoſopher ſpeaks, 
is a potential Fire, that burns not the Hands, 


but makes its Efficacy appear, being a little 


excited by the exterior Fire. It 15 there- 
fore a Fire truly Secret, that this Author in 
the Title of his Work calls Lunar Vulcan. 
Artephius has made a more ample Deſcripti- 
on of it, than any other Philoſopher. Pon- 

him, and tells us, that he 


erred two Hundred times, becauſe he knew 


not this Fire, *till he had read and under- 
ſtood Artephius; this myſterious Fire is na- 


tural, becauſe it is of one ſame Nature with 
the philoſophick Matter; but, nevertheleſs, 


the Artiſt prepares them both. 


PIYROPHIEL US 
What you have told me, rather excites, 


than ſatisfies my Curioſity. Blame not the 
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earneſt Requeſt I make you, to inſtruct me 
more clearly, in a Point of ſuch Impor- 
tance, that Without the Knowledge of it, 
it were in vain to pretend to the Work ; 
for without it, one meets a full Stop, after 
the firſt Step made in the practick Part of 
the Work. 


EV DUXU S 


The wiſe Men have been no lefs reſerved 
concerning their Fire, than concerning their 
Matter; ſo that it is not in my Power to 
add any Thing to what I have ſaid of it. 


I remit you therefore to Artephius and Pon- 


zanus. Conſider only with Application, 
that this natural Fire 1s an artificial Inven- 
tion of the Artiſt, that it is proper to cal- 


cine, diſſolve, and ſublime the Sone of the 


Philoſophers ; and that there is but this one 
fort of Fire in the World able to produce 
the like Effect. Conſider that this Fire is 
of the Nature of Lime or Calx, and that it 
is in no ſort a Stranger, with regard to the 
Subject of Philoſophy. Conſider, in fine, 
alſo by what means Geber teaches to make 
the Sublimaions ↄmiſite to this Art; for 
my part I can do no more, but make for 
you the ſame with chat another Pbiloſanher 

made, 


1 


rr d VT. JO IM-- 1 


* 


LI run tl. 


m'de, That the Stars of Venus and hornad 
Diana may be propitious to Jou. | 


ETROFHELIFS, 
I ſhould have been glad you had ſpoken 


more intelligibly, but ſince there are certain 


Bounds, beyond which the Philoſophers can- 
not paſs ; I content my ſelf with what you 
have made me Remark ; I will again read 
over Artephius with more Application, than 
I have yet done, and I ſhall not forget what 
you have told me, that the ſecret Fire of the 
wiſe Men, is a Fire that the Artiſt prepares 
according to Art, or at leaſt, that he cauſe 
to be prepared by thoſe that have a perfect 
Knowledge of Chymiſtry; that this Fire is 


not _— hot, but that it is a fiery Spi- 


rit, introduced into a Subject of one ſelf 
ſame Nature with the Stone, and which be- 
ing moderately excited by the exterior Fire, 
calcines, diſſolves, ſublimes the Stone, and 
reſolves it into a dry Water, as Coſmopolite has 
expreſſed it. 


EUDOXUS. 
You perfectly comprehend what I have 
been telling you; I find fo by the Com- 
| mentary you add to it. You muſt know, 


that from this firſt Solution, Calcination, or 
Sublima- 
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Sublimation, which are here one and the 
ſame Thing, there reſults the Separation of 
the terreſtial and aduſtible Parts of the Stone; 
eſpecially if you follow Geber's Counſel 
touching the Regiment of the Fire in the 
manner + teaches it, where he treats of the 
Sublimation of the Bodies, and of Mercury. 
You ought to hold it for a conſtant Truth 
that there 1s but this one way in the World, 
to extract from the Stone its unctuous Hu- 
midity, which inſeparably contains the Sul- 
phur, and the Mercury of the wiſe Men. 


PYROPHILUS. 
I am thus intirely ſatisfied upon the prin- 
cipal Point of the firſt Work ; do me the 


Favour to tell me, if the Compariſon that 


our Author makes (*) of heat, with the 
Stone of Philoſophers, 29ih regard to their 
neceſſary Preparation, to make Bread with 
the one, and the Univerſal with the other, 
appears to you to be a proper and well ſuited 
Compariſon. 


EUDOAUS 
It is as proper as can be made, if the 
Stone be conſidered in the State wherein the 
Artiſt begins to put it, to be able to be 
rightly called the ſubject and philoſophick 
| Com- 
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Compound; for juſt as we are not nou- 
nſhed by Wheat, ſuch as Nature produces 
it; but we are obliged to reduce it into 
Meal, to ſeparate from it the Bran, to make 
it into Paſte with Water, to make Bread of 
+ Þ it, which muſt be baked in an Oven to be- 
come a proper Aliment ; in the fame man- 
„ ner, we take the Sone, we grind, or pow 
„der it, we ſeparate from it by the ſecret 
Fire its Terreſtreity; we ſublime it, we 
„ diſſolve it with the Water of the Sea of the 
wiſe Men; we decoct this ſimple Con- 
ſection, to make of it a ſovereign Medicine. 


f PYROPHILUS. 

0 Give me leave to tell you, that there 
it | ſeems to me ſome difference in this Compa- 
e | rifon. The Author ſays, that one muſt 
„take this Mineral alone, to make this great 
h | Medicine, and yet with Wheat alone we 
r, | cannot make Bread; it is neceſſary to ad 
d to it, not only Water, but Leaven. 


. 


Ur 
You have already the Anſwer to this 
je | Objection; in as much as this Philoſopper, 
ie | like all the reſt, forbids not abſolutely ro add 


x an Thing, but that nothing ſtrange, or con- 
k | #rary be added. The Water that is added 
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to the Meal, and the Leaven likewiſe, are 
nothing ſtrange, or contrary to the Meal; 


the Grain of which 'tis made was nouriſhed 
by Water in the Earth; and Water is there- 


fore of a Nature analogical to Meal: So the 
Water of the Sea of the Philoſophers, is of 


the ſame Nature with our Stone; becauſe all 
that is comprized under the Mineral, and 


metallick Gendre, was formed and nouriſhed 


of that very fame Water in the Bowels of 
the Earth, whither it penetrates with the 
Influence of the Stars. You may plainly 
ſee, by what I have faid, that the Philoſo- 
phers do not contradict themſelves, when 
they lay it is one only ſelf Subſtance, and 
when they ſpeak of it as a compound of 
many Subſtances of one only, and felt ſame 
Species. 


EFTROPHILUS. 

I think there is none but muſt be con- 
vinced by ſo ſolid Reaſons as thoſe you al- 
ledge. But tell, if you pleaſe, whether I 
am miitaken in the conſequence I draw from 
chat Paſſage of our Author, where he ſays, 


. that (*) thoſe rhat know after what man- 


ner Azctals and Minerals ought to be treat- 
ed, may go direttly to the Work they aim at. 
It this be fo, it is evident that the Mat- 


Tex 


TRIUAuDY R. 
ter and Subject of the Art muſt not be 


ſought for, but in the Family of Metals and 


Minerals, and that all that work upon other 


Subjects, are in the Road of Error. 


E UDO NX US. 
I will anſwer, your conſequence is very 


| well drawn ; this Philoſopher 18 not alone in 


ſpeaking thus, he agrees therein with the 
greateſt Number, Antient and Modern. Ge- 
ber, who perfectly knew the Magiſtery, and 
who uſe no Allegory, treats throughout 
his whole Summa only of Metals and Mi- 
nerals, of Bodies and Spirits, and of the 
right manner of performing them, to make 
the Work of them. But as the pi. ĩloſophick 
Matter is partly Body, and partly Spirit. 
as in one Senſe it is Terreſtrial, = in ano- 
ther it is all Celeſtial; and as ſome Authors 
conſider it in one Senſe, and others treat of 
it in another, this has given Occaſion to 
the Error of a great Number of Artifts; 
who under the Name of Univer/Aiſts, re- 
ject every Matter that hath received a de- 
terminative from Nature; becauſe they can- 
not deſtroy the particular Matter, to ſepa- 
rate from it the Grain which is the pure u- 
niyerſal Subſtance, which the particular Mat- 
ter ſhuts up in its Boſemy, ard ro which 

the 
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the wile and illuminated Arnſt can abſo. 
lutely render all the Univerſality neceſſary 
to it, by the natural Conjunction that he 


makes of this Germ, w ich the moſt univer- 


{a} Matter, from whence it hath drawn ig 
Original. Be not frighted at theſe fingular 
Expreſſions, our Art is Cabiliſtick. You 

will catily comprehend theſe Myſteries bo- 
fore vou are got to the end of the Queſti- 
ons, which you deſign to make me upon the 

Author that vou ex amine. 


FFROFHILUS 


Tf you gave me not this n L pro- 
teſt to you, that theſe my ſterious Obſcuri- 
ties were enough to put me quite off, and 
make de De {pair of my good Succefs ; but 
I repoſe an entire Contidence in what vou 


tell me, and I very well comprehend, T hat 
the Metal: of the Fi 1 (ar, are nat the Metals of 


the Philoſophers ; for t it evident, that to 6 


[meh they mr} he deſtroyed, and cecſe to be 


Aetals : And the wiſe Man wants nothing 
but the viſcus Humidity, which is then 
firſt Matter from which the File ofapher: 
make their living Metals by an Artifice, that 
is as Secret as it 1s ſounded upon the Princt- 
ples of Nature; is not that your meaning? 


— 90 
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TRIUMPH. 


UDO TUS b 

If you are as well acquainted with the 
Laws of-the Practice of the Work, as you 
ſeem to me to comprehend the Theory, you 5 
have no nced of my Inſtructions. [ 


PYROPHILUS. f 


beg your Pardon, I am very far from 4 
being ſo great a Proficicnt ; what you take 
for an Effect of a perſect Know edge of the 
Art, is nothing but a Facility of Expreſ- 
fion that I have got by reading of Au- 
thors, with whom 1 have filled my Memo- 
ry. I am on the contrary ready to De- 
{pair of ever attaining to "ſuch à Pitch of 
Knowledge, when I conſider, that this Phi- 
teſepher requires, as do divers others, that 
he that aſpires to this Science, (*) ſbowld +, 
know externally and internally the Properties & 
Things, aud that he penetrate into the Der þ 
of the Oper a0; Nature. Tell me, if you 
pleaſe e, Who is Lap e Man that can fatter him- 


{lt to arrive at a Knov ledge ot fo vaſt an 1 
[xtent * a | *M 
EUDOXUS 'Y 

It is true, this PN ber puts no Pounds | 
to the Leaning 0! * ho pictends to 5 


* 


% © a 
BY PI STM 


48 


The HERMETICAIL 
underſtand ſo miraculous an Art; for the 
wiſe Man ought to be perfectly acquainted 
with Nature in general, and her Ar 
as well in the Center of the Earth, in the 


Generation of Minerals and Metals, as up- 


on the Earth in the productive of Vegeta - 
bles and Animals. He ought alſo to know 
the univerſal Matter, and the Matter parti- 
cular and immediate, upon which Nature 
works for the Generation of all Beings; 
he ought, in fine, to know the Affinity 
and Sympathy, as alſo the Antipathy and 
natural Averſion that is found in all Things 
of the World. Such was the Science of 
the great Hermes, and of the firſt Phi- 
loſophert, who like him arrived at the 
Knowledge of this ſublime Philoſophy, 
by their penetrating Minds, and by the 
Strength of their Reaſoning ; but ſince this 
Science was committed to Writing, and that 
the general Knowledge of which I gave you 
an Idea is to be found in good Books; 
Reading, Meditations good Scnfe, and a ſuf- 
ficient Practice in Chymiltry, may give al- 
molt all the neceſſary Light to acquire the 
Knowledge of this ſupreme Philoſophy; 
add thereto Uprightneſs of Heart, and of 
Intention, * ! wht which it is impoſſible 
to ſuccecd. 

P TR O- 


TRIUMPH. 


PTROPHIL US. 


You give me a moſt ſenſible Joy I have 


read much; I have meditated yet more; 


I have exerciſed my ſelf in the Practiſe of 
Chymiſtry ; I have verified rhe faying of 


Artephins, who aſſures, That he knows not 
the Compoſition of Mietale, who is ignorant how 
they muſt be deſtroyed, and without this De- 
ſtruction ir is impoſſible to extract the me- 


tallick Humidity, which is the true Key of 


the Art; fo that I can aſſure my ſelf, that 
I have acquired the greateſt part of the 
Qualitics, that according to you, are requi- 
red in him that aſpires to this high Under- 
ſtanding : I have, beſides, a very particu- 
lar Advantage, and that is the Goodneſs that 
you have in being willing to communi— 
cate a part of your Knowledge to me in the 
clearing of my Doubts; permit me, there- 
fore, to go on, and to ask you upon what 
Foundation Gold uſes ſuch outragious Terms 
to the Stone of the Philoſophers, (* Calling 
it denomotss Il orm, and treating it with the 


Appellation of Enemy of Men, and of Metals, 


EUDOXUS 
Theſe Expreſſions ought not to feem 
ſtrange to you, the 8 an 
- Cal 
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call their Stone Dragon and Serpent, in. 


fecting all Things with its Venom. Its Sub- 


ſtance, and its Vapour, are indeed a Poiſon, 
which the Philoſopher ſhould know how to 
change into an Antidote by Preparation and 
Decoction. The Stone is moreover the E- 
nemy of Metal, fince it deſtroys them, 
and devours them. Coſmopolite ſays, there 
is a Metal, and a Steel, which is as the 
Water ef Metals, which has the Power to 
conſume Metals, that there is nothing but the 
radical Moiſture of the Sun, and of the Moon, 
that can reſiſt it. But take heed that you do not 
here-confound the Philoſopher's Stone, with 
the Philsſophick Stone; becauſe, if the firſt 
like a true Dragon pope and devours the 
imperfect Metals; yet the ſecond, as a ſo- 
vereign Medicine, tranſmutes them into per- 
fect Metals, and makes the perfect more than 
perfect, and fit to make perfect the imperfect, 


Roe 

What you ſay not only confirms me in 
the Knowledge I have acquired by Read- 
ing, Meditation, and Practice; but likc- 
wile gives me a new additional Light, wh: 
Splendour diſpels that Darkneſs, under 
which the moft important philoſophick 
Truths have emed to me till now to be. 
vailed. 


TRIU MPA. 


vailed. And I now conclude from our 


Author's Words, that thoſe great Phyſici- 


ans are miſtaken, who believe (*) T hat the 9. 


univerſal Medicine is in Gold vulgar. Do 
me the Favour to tell me your Opinion in 
this Point. | 


EUDOXU $S 

There is no doubt but Gold poſſeſſes great 
Virtues for the Preſervation of Health, and 
for curing the moſt dangerous Diſeaſes. 
2 n and g, are every Day uſefully 
employed by Phyſicians, as likewiſe is ; 
becauſe their Solution or Decompoſition 
which manifeſts their Properties, is eaſter 
than that of ; and thercfore the more ſuch 
Preparations as the vulgar Artiſts make of 
it, have an Agreement with the Principles 
and Practice of our Art; the more t ey 
make appear, the marvellous Virtues of ©» ; 
but I tell you in Truth, that without the 
Knowledge of our Magiſtery (which only 
can teach the effential Deſtruction of ©) 
tis impoſſible to make the univerſal Medi- 
cine of it ; but the wiſe can make it much 
more cafily with the Gold of Philoſophers, 
than with © vulgar ; and fo you {ce this 
Author makes the Stone reply to ©, That 
it might rather be angry with God, becauſe 
E 2 be 
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he had not given it thoſe Advantages where- 
with he had been pleaſed only to endue the 


Stone. 
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To this firſt Injury that & does to the 

10. Stone, it adds a ſecond, (*) Calling it fugi- 

tive and cheat, deceiving all thoſe that place 

any hope in it. Inſtruct me, pray, how to 

ſupport the Innocence of the Stone, and 
juſtify it from a Scandal of this Nature. 


EUDOXUS. 


Call to mind the Remark, that I have 
already cauſed you to make, touching the 
three different States of the Stone; and you 
will then know, as well as my ſelf, that of 
Neceſſity it muſt in its beginning be all Vo- 
latile, and by conſequence Fugitive, for to 
be depurated from all manner of Terreſtrei- 
ry, and brought from Imperfection to the 
Perſection that the Magiſtery gives it in 
its other States; and therefore the Reproach 
intended it by ©, turns into its Praiſe ; for 
ut were it not Volatile and Fugitive in the be- 
[| ginning, it would be impoſſible to give it at 
laſt the Perſection and Fixity that are ne- 
ceſſary to it; ſo that if it deceives any, it 

is 


. 


TRIUMPH R. 


is only the ignorant; but it is always faithful 
to the Sons of the Science. | 


FFRUOZHIEAMUS 

What you tell me is a certain Truth; I 
have learned from Geber, that only Spirits, 
that is to ſay, Yolatile Subſtances are capable 
to penetrate Bodies, to be united to them, to 
change, tinge, and perfect them; when theſe 
Spirits have been cleared from their groſs Parts, 
and aduftible Humidity, And thus I am 
fully ſatisfied upon this Point; but as I 
perceive the Stone (*) has a great Contempt 
for ©, and boaſts to contain in its Boſom 4 
Gold infinitely more precions ; do me the fa- 
vour to tell me how many forts of © the 
Philoſophers own. 


UDOCAIP 4 
To leave you nothing to deſire concern» 
ing the Theory, and the Practice of our 
Philoſophy ; I will acquaint you, that ac- 
cording to the Philoſophers, there are three 


forts of ©. 
The farſt is an Aſtral O, whoſe Center 


is in the Sun, who by its Rays communi- 
cates it, together with its Light to all the 


Stars, that are inferiour to him. It is a 
fiery Subſtance, and a continual Emanation 
E ; of 
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of little ſolar Bodies, which by the Motion 
of the Sun and Stars, being 1n a perpetual 
Flux and Reflux, fill the whole Univerſe ; 
all Things through the Extent of the Hea- 
vens, upon the Earth, and in its Bowels are 
therewith penetrated, we breathe continual- 
ly this Aſtral Gola, theſe ſolar Particles in- 
ceſſantly penetrate into, and exhale from our 
Bodies. 

The ſecond is an Elementary O, that is 
to ſay, it is the moſt pure and the moſt 
fixt Portion of the Elements, and of all the 
Subſtances that are compoſed of them; ſo 
that all the ſublunary Beings of the three 
Genders, contain in their Center a precious 
Grain of this elementary Gold. 

The third is the beautiful Metal, whoſe 
unalterable Splendour and Perfection give it 
a Value, that makes it eſteemed by all Men 
as a ſovercien Remedy of all de U, and 
all the Nec (ilities of Life, ard as | he only 
Foundation of humane Power and Gran- 
deur, and thereſore it is no leſ che object 
of the Avarice of the greateſt Princes, than 
it is the wiſh and deſire of all manner of 
People. 

Aſter this you will caſily conclude, that 
the mctallick Gold is not the Gold of the 
Piicſephcrr, and that it is not without a 


good 


TRIUMPH. 


good Foundation, that in this Controver- 
iy before us, the Stone reproaches © with 
not being what it preſumes to be, but that 
it is the Stone which hides in its Boſom 
the true O of the wiſe Man, that is to ſay, 
the two firſt Sorts of ©, that J juſt now 
named to you; for you muſt know, that 
the Stone being the molt pure Portion of 
the metallick Elements, aſter the Separation 
and Purification, which the wiſe Man has 
made of it; it follows, that it is properly the 
Gold of the ſecond ſort ; but when this © 
perfectly calcined and exalted unto the Clean- 
neſs, and to the Whiteneſs of Snow, has 


acquired by the Magiſtery a natural Sym- 


pathy with the Aſtral Gold, of which it is 
viſibly become the true Magnet, it attracts 
and concenters in it ſelf fo great a Quanti- 
ty of Aſtral Gold, and of ſolar Particles, 
Which it receives from the continual Emana- 
tion that is made of them from the Center 
of the Sun, and of the Aon, that it is found 
in the neareſt Diſpoſition to be the living 
Gold of the Philoſophers, infinitely more no- 
ble, and more precious than the metallick 
©, which is a Body without a Soul, and 
cannot be vivyfied, but by our living Gold, 
and by the Means of our Magiſtery. 
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AUS. 


How many Clouds do you diſſipate in 
my Mind, and how many philoſophical 
Myſteries do you unfold to me at a time, by 
the admirable Things you tell me! I ſhall 
never be able to give you all the Thanks I 
owe you, I confeſs, I am no longer ſurprized, 
that the Stone pretends to the preference 
before O, nor that it diſpiſes its Bright- 
neſs, and its imaginary Merit; ſince the 
ſmalleſt Part of what the Stone gives to 
the Phileſophers, is of more value than all 
the Gold in the World. Be pleaſed to have 
the Goodneſs to continue your favour to- 
wards me, as you have begun, and do me 
the Kindneſs to tell me, how the Stone can 
aſcribe to it ſelf as an honour (*) to be 4 
matter fluid, and not permanent; ſince all the 
Philoſophers altirm it to be more fixt then 
@ 1t {1}, 


EUDOXUS 

You ſce, that your Author aſſures, that 
the Fluidity of the Stone turns to the Ad- 
vantage of the Artiſt; but he adds, that 
it 15 neceſſary at the fame Time, that the 
Artiſt xnow how to extract this Fluidity, 
and which is the only Thing whercof the 
Philoſo- 
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Philoſdpher has need, as I have told you 
already ; fo that to be fluid, volatile, and not 
permanent, are qualities as neceſſary to the 
Stone in its firſ# State, as are its fixity and 
permanency when it is in the State of its 
utmoſt Perfection; it is therefore with rea- 
ſon that the Stone eſteems that quality as 
an honour, and fo much the rather as the 
Fluidity does not hinder, but that the Stone 
is notwithſtanding endued with a Soul 
more fixt than Gold : But I tell you once 
more, that the great Secret conſiſts in know- 
ing how to extract the Humidity of the 
Stone. I have appraiſed you, that this is in- 
deed the moſt important Key of the Art. And 
upon this very Point it is, that the great 
Hermes cries out, Bleſſed be the watry Form 
which difſokves the Elements. Happy then 1s 
the Artiſt who not only knows the Stone, 
but alſo can turn it into Water. Which 
cannot be done by any other means, than 
by our ſecret Fire, which calcines, diſ- 
{olves, and ſublimes the Stone. 


ore 
Whence comes it then, (*) That among 4 
hundred Artiſts, there is ſcarce one to be found 
that works with the Stone; and that inftead 
of ſticking to this one and only matter (alone 


able 


13. 


rr I . 1 
oak —_— - 


ak _ : 

5 * 7 

— —ͤ—I——— — — — — — — — 
= - 
= 


om 


2 —— — 
SS | 2 2 
= 
mY "-_ 


— 
** 


. AE 


— : a—— 
Mt. tek as. 2 


— 5 
„ - » 
_— . 
— — 4 


— — 
* . 
—— — 


— > wo - 
— — 
* 3 
= SI 4 
— - 


*r 


— m * — —_—_ 
— 


- —— wy 8 

— 
93 

- — — 


- S þ. 
— —-— —— — ˙ pP—?Ä—Ä— . — —— 


„ö 


12 
: * 
U 4 
t 1 0 


58 


The HERMETICAL 


able to produce ſo great Marvels) they do 
on the contrary, almoſt all of them, apply 
themſelves to Subjects that have none of the 
eſſential Qualities, that the Philoſophers at- 
tribute to their Stone? 


. 

That happens in the firſt Place, through 
the Ignorance of Artiſts, who have not fo 
much Knowledge as they ought to have of 
Nature, nor of what ſhe is able to operate 
in every Thing; and in the ſecond Place, it 
happens, thro' a want of Penetration of 
Mind, which Occaſions that they are ea- 
lily deceived by the equivocal Expreſſi- 
ons, that the Philoſophers make Uſe of, to 
hide from the Tgnorant, both the Matter, 
and its true Preparation. Theſe two great 
Defects are the cauſe of the Miſtake of 
theſe Artiſts, and that they fix upon Sub- 
jects wherein they diſcern ſome of the ex- 
terior Qualities of the true Matter of the 
Philoſophers, without making Reflection on 
the eſſential Characters, that manifeſt it to 
the Wiſe ? 


oer He 
T {ce plainly the Error of thoſe who ima- 
gine, that vulgar © and & are the true 
Matter 


all 


1 "a __ © 
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Matter of Philoſophers ; and J am fully per- 


ſuaded of it, ſcein upon how weak a 


Foundation © builds the pretence af its 
Advantage over the Stone, alledging for that 


purpoſe theſe words of (*) Hermes; The 14. 


Sun is its Father, and the Moon is its Mather. 


Diba les. 

This Foundation is frivolous ; I have told 
you what the Philoſophers mean when they 
attribute to the Sun and Moon the Prin- 
ciples of the Stone. The Sun and Stars 
are indeed the firſt Cauſe of it; they in- 
ſpire the Stone with that Spirit and Soul 
that give it Life, and make all its Efficacy. 
And therefore it is that they are its Fa- 
ther and Mother. 


aal 

All the Philoſophers ſay as this, (*) That 
the Phyſical T intture is compoſed of a red 
and incombuſtible Sulphur, and of a clear 
and a well purified 8; is this Authority 
any ſtronger than the laſt, to make it to be 
concluded, that Gold and Aercary are the 
Matter of the Stone ? 


SH DDXDUS; 
You ought not to have ſorgotten, that 
all the Philoſophers unanimoully declare, 
that 
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| that vulgar © and Metals are not their 
f Metals ; that theirs are living, and that the 
h others are dead; nor ſhould you have for- 
| gotten that I ſhowed you by the Au- 


thority of the Philoſophers, ſupported upon 


Py " "OP A 4d — 6 — nn 1 1 th mg nmz „ 


j the Principles of Nature, that the metallick 
t Humidity of the Stone prepared and purify'd, 
i contains inſeparably in its Boſom the Sul. 
1 | Phur, and the & of the Philoſophers ; that it 
o is by conſequence that only thing of one 
i only and ſclf ſame kind, to which nothing 
"1 ought to be added; and that the only 8 


of the wiſe Men contains its own Sulphur, 
by means whereof it coagulates, and fixes it 
ſelf; you ought therefore to hold for an 
undoubted Truth, that the artificial Mix- 
ture of a Sulphur, and of a , whatever 
they be otherways than thoſe which are na 
N turally in the Stone, will never be the truc 
| philoſophick Confection. 
J PYROPHILUS. 
| 16. But (&) that great and natural Friendſhy 
which is between Gold and &, and the Union of 
" them ſo eaſily made ; are they not Proofs 
* that theſe two Subſtances may be convert- 
ed by a due Digeſtion into a Tincture ? 
wh EUDOXUYS. 
4 There is nothing more abſurd then that, 
48 for if all the & mingled with ©, _ 


this Confection, than there was in the 
Gold, thus mingled with the © ; and by 
conſequence it would have no tinging Vir- 
tue, nor multiplying Power. But it is 
moſt certain, — 1 * never can be any 
perfect Union of © and ; for this fu- 
gitive Companion will abandon the ©, as 
ſoon as ever it is preſſed by the Action of 
the Fire. 


FTaQOFHIETUS 

I doubt not in any fort of what you have 
now told me, thoſe Sentiments being con- 
firmed by the Experience of the moſt fold 
Philoſophers, who openly declare themſelves 
__ Gold and Mercury vulgar ; but at 
the ſame Time I have a doubt, which 
is this, that it being true, that the Philo- 


ſophers never ſpeak the Truth leſs, than when 


they ſeem openly to explain themſelves, 
may they not, as touching the evident 
Excluſion of C, deceive thoſe who take the 
Senſe of their Expreſſions according to the 
Letter? Or may one rely upon for a Cer- 
tainty, as this Author ſays, (*) That the 

Philoſo- 
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be converted into C, which is impoſſible, 
or that all the © ſhould be turned into , 
or into ſome middle Subſtance, there would 
never be found more of ſolar Tincture in 
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Philoſophers do not manifeſt their Art, by 


when they make uſe of Similitudes, of Figuren 


and of Parables ? 


EDU DDLXDUS 
There is a great deal of difference be. 
tween declaring poſitively, that ſuch or 
ſuch a matter is not the true Subject of the 
Art, as they do, touching © and 2; and 
giving to underſtand under Figures and 
Allegories, the moſt important Secrets to the 


Children of the Science, that have the Ad- 
"uo clearly to diſcern the philoſophickſ 


Truths, thro' the enigmetical Vails where- 
with the Sages fo artfully cover and conceal 
them. In the firſt Caſe, the Philoſophers ſpeak 
the Truth negatively, without any double 
meaning; but when they ſpeak both affirma- 
tively and clearly upon this Subject, it 


may be concluded. that thoſe who ſick to! 


the literal Senſe of their Words, will un- 
doubtedly be deceived. The Piiloſophers 
have no way more certain to hide thc 
Science from the unworthy, and open it 
to the wiſe, then not to explain it by Al. 


legories in the eſſential Points of their Art; 


it was this made Artephius fy, T hat this Art 
is intirely Caliiliſtical, for the, underſtanding 
whereof, there is necd of a Lind of Revelari- 


on; 


” a 


— 


ay - TX mr a T7 1 
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on; the moſt penetrating Wit, (without the 
Aſſiſtance of a faithful Friend, who is a Ma- 


ſter,) not being ſufficient to diſtinguiſh 


Truth from Falſhood; it being next to 
impoſſible, that by the only help of Books, 
and of Labour, and Experiments, one 
ſhould be able to arrive at the Knowledge 


of the Matter, and much leſs to acquire 
the underſtanding of the Practice of an Art 


fo ſingular, how plain, how natural, and 
how eaſy ſocver the ſame may be. 


FTC FhHfL. HS 
I know by my own Experience, how 
needful is the help of a true Friend, ſuch 
2s you are. In the want of which, me- 
thinks, ſuch Artiſts that have Wit, good 
Senſe and Probity, have no better way than 


to confer together often, fometimes upon 


what Light they draw from the reading of 
good Books, and ſometimes upon the Dit- 
coveries their Experiments afford them; 
that ſo from the Diverſity and comparing of 


| thcir different Sentiments, there may ſpring 


new Sparks of Knowledge, by which they 
may be enabled to carry their Diſfcoverics 
to the laſt Period of this ſecret Science. 1 


coubt not but you —_— of my Opini- 
7 


en; but a5 I know that ſcveral Artiſts re- 


gard 
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— 


gard *as viſionary and paradoxical the Scn- 


timents of thoſe Authors, who maintain 


18. with this, (*) That Perfection is to be ſoug l 


in Things imperfect; I ſhall be extreamly 
obliged to you, if you plcaſe to give me 
your Senſe upon a Point that ſeems to me 
to be of great conſcquence. 


EVDOXUS 


You are already perſuaded of the Since- 
rity and Truth of your Author ; and you 
ought ſo much the leſs to call it in Queſtion 
upon this Point, in that he 1s of one Mind 
herein with the true Philoſophers ; and I 
cannot better prove to you the Truth of 
what he ſays here, than by making uſe of 
the ſame Reaſon, that he (quoting the 
Learned Raymond Lully) has given of it. For 
it is certain, that Nature ſtops in her Pro- 
ductions, when ſhe has brought them to 
their proper State and Perfection; for Ex- 
ample, when from a moſt clear and mol! 
pure mineral Water tinged by ſome Porti- 
on of mctallick Shur, Nature produces a 
precious Stone, ſhe ſtops there, as the like- 
wiſe docs when in the Bowels of the Farth 
(he hath formed © with mercurial Water, 
Mother of all Metals, impregnated with a 
pure ſolar Split.; fo that as it is not poſſi- 

| ble 


TRIUMPH. 


ble to make a Diamond, or a Ruby more pre- 
cious, than it is in its kind; ſo neither is 
it in the Power of the Artiſt, nay, (I will 
go further, ) nor of Nature her ſelf, to puſh 
on Gold to a greater Perfection, than what 
| ſhe has given it. It is the Philoſopher that 
| can only carry Nature from an undetermi- 
ned Imperfection, even to a State more than 
Perfect. It is therefore neceſſary, that 
our Magiſtery produce a plyſquam Perfecti- 
on, which to accompliſh, the Sage muſt 
begin with a Thing imperfect, which be- 
ing in the way of Perfection, is found in 
the natural Diſpoſition to be carried on 
even to pluſquan Perſection, by the help 
| of an Art wholly Divine, which is able to 
exceed the limited Bounds of Nature; and 
indeed if our Art could not exalt a Subject 
to a State of pluſquam Perfection, neither 
could we give Perfection to what is imper- 
fect, and all our Philoſophy were vain, 


- FF rOyHIEWUS 
There is none but muſt needs yield 
to the Solidity of your Reaſoning 3 bur 
would not one be apt to think, that this 
Author plainly contradicts himſelf there, 
| where he makes the Stone ſay, that com- 
mon z, (how well ſoever it may be pur- 
ged.) 
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ged,) is not the 5 of the wiſe Men; and 

19. that for this only Reaſon, (*) Becauſe it is 
imperfect ; when according to him, if it were 
perfect, the intended Perfection were not 
to be ſought in it. 


"i Take good Notice of this, and obſerve, 


( that if the 8 of the wiſe Men hath been 
t elevated by Art from an imperfect, to a per- 


fect State, yet this Pertection is not of the 
Nature of that, whereat Nature ſtops in the 
Production of Things, according to the 
Perfection of their kind, ſuch as is that of 
vulgar; but on the contrary, the Per- 
fection which the Art gives to the & of the 
wiſe Men, is but a middle State, a Diſpo- 
{ition, and a Power that makes it fit to be 
carried by the continuance of the Work, 
unto the State of pluſquar Perfection, which 
1 gives it the Faculty by the Accompliſhment If 
4 of the Magiſtery, at laſt to give Perfection 
to the imperfect. 


. PTROPHILUVS. F 
17 Theſe Reaſons, how abſtract ſoever, are 

1 very plain, and make Impreſſion on the 

1 

4 Mind; for my part, I confeſs, they fully Ih 

61 convince me ; I beſeech you, to have then 
| Good- 


„ are 

the 
fully 
> the 
00d- 


TRIU MYR. 
Goodneſs not to be offended at the Con- 


67 


tinuation of my Inquiries. Our Author 


aſſures us, that the Error into which the 
Artiſts fall, in taking vulgar Sol and Mer- 
cury for the true Matter of the Stone, decei- 
ved therein by the literal Senſe of the Philo- 
ſophers, (*) I the great ſtumbling Block to 
Thouſands of Perſons ; for my part I can't 
imagine, how with any Reading, and good 
Senſe, it is poſſible to harbour an Opinion ſo 
viſibly condemned by the beſt Philoſophers ? 


SVDOXUS. 

And yet the Thing is ſo. The Philoſo- 
phers warn them to no purpoſe, to take 
heed not to be deceived by common Sol 
and Mercury. Moſt do, nevertheleſs, obſti- 
nately adhere to them, and very often after 
having wrought in vain through a long 
Courſe of Years upon Matters ſtrange and 
ſoreign, and are ſenſible of their fault, they 
then come to vulgar Sol and Mercury, where- 
in rhey find their Account no better then 
before. It is true, there are ſome Philaſo- 
dhers, who though otherwiſe appearing ve- 
ry finccre, yet throw Artiſts into this Er- 
ror, maintaining very ſeriouſly, that thoſe 
that know not the Gold of the Philoſophers, 
may nevertheleſs find it in common Gold 

V 


20. 


68 


The HERMETICAIL 


decocted with the Mercury of the Philoſe- 
hers. Philaletha is of this Sentiment; he 
aſſures, that Count Tyeviſan, Zachary, and 
Flame followed this Way; but he adds, 
T hat it is not the true Way of the wiſe Men, 
though it leads to the ſame End. But theſe 
Aſſurances, however ſincere they may ſeem, 
fail not to deceive the Artiſts, who, deſi- 
rous to follow the fame Philaletha in the 
Purification and Animation, that he teaches 
of common Mercury, to make the Philoſo- 
pher s Mercury of it, (which is a moſt groſs 
Error, under which he hath hidden the 
Secret of the Mercury of the wiſe Men,) 
undertake upon his Word a moſt painful 
and almoſt impoſſible Work ; and after a 
long Labour full of Cares and Dangers, they 
get nothing but a Mercum, a little more 
impure than it was at firſt, inſtead of a 
Mercary animated with the celeſtial Quinte 
Eſſence, a deplorable Error that hath loſt and 


ruin'd, and will {till Ruin a very great 
Number of Artiſts. 


EF UFHILUPS 
It is a great Advantage to become Wife 
at another's coſt; for my part I will en- 
dcavour to reap Profit from this Error by 
tollowing the good Authors, and guide 
my 
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my {elf by the Inſtructions your Goodneſs 

is pleaſed to give me. One of the Things 
that moſt contributes to the blinding of 
Artiſts, who adhere to © and , is that 
uſual Expreſſion of Philoſophers, i. e. that. 
their Stone is compoſed of Male and Female, 
that © ſupplies the place of Male, and & 
of Female; I know very well, (as my Author 
here lays, ) Ha Tha it is not after the [ame 21. 
manner with Metals, as with Things that have 
Life; but yet I ſhall be very ſenſibly oblig- 

ed to you, if you will pleaſe to explain 
to me wherein this difference conſiſts. 


EUDOTZVUS 
It is a conſtant Truth, that the Copu- 
lation of the Male, and ef the Female is 
ordained by Nature, for the Generation of 
Animals; but this Union of the Male and 
Female for the Production of the Elixir, 
as likewiſe for the Production of Me- 
tals, is purely Allegorical, and is no more 
neceſſary than for the Production of Ve- 
getables, whoſe Seed contains in it ſelf all 
that is required for Germination, Increaſe, fi 
and Multiplication of Plants. You will 
then Remark, that the philoſophical Mat- 9 
ter or & of Philoſophers is a true Seed, which, 1 
tho Homogenous in its Subſtance, is yet of 40 
5 a dou- [ 
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a double Nature, v4. it participates equally of 
the Nature of metallick Sulphur and &, inti- 
mately and e united, whereof the 
one repreſents the Male, and the other the 
Female; for which cauſe the Philoſophers call 
it Hermaphrodite, (i. e.) that it is endued 
with both Sexes; ſo that without having 
need of the Mixture of any other thing, it 
alone ſuffices to produce the philoſophick In- 
fant, whoſe Family may be infinitely multi- 
plied inthe ſame manner, asa Grain of Wheat 
with time and culture may produce a ſuffi- 
cient Quantity to ſow a valt Field. 


EFRDPHILTS. 

If theſe Wonders are as real as they are 
probable, one muſt confeſs, that the Science 
which gives the Knowledge of them, and 
teaches the Practiſe, is almoſt Supernatural 
and Divine; but not to digreſs from my Au- 
thor, pray tell me, whether the Stone be not 
very bold to maintain confidently, and with- 
out ſhewing very pertinent Reaſons, (*) 
That without it, no true © and ] can poſſi- 
bly be male. Gold diſputes that quality with 
him, and ſuſtains himſelf by an Argument, 
that carries much of Probability ; he lays 
before the Stone its great Imperfections, as 
being a groſs, impure, and venomous Mat- 

cer; 
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ter; and that Gold on the contrary 1s a Sub- 

{ſtance pure, and without Fault; fo that, 

methinks, this high Pretenſion of the 

Stone (oppoſed by Reaſons that appear nor 

to be without Foundation) deſerves to 
be ſupported and proved by Reaſons of 
Weight, 


| 
— 


DnD 
What T have already ſaid, is more than 
® ſufficient, to eſtabliſh to the Stone a Pre- 
eminence not only over Gold, but over all 
created Things; if you conſider attentively, 
you will ſee that the Force of Truth is ſo 
great, that © in attempting to decry the 
Stone by the Defects it has in its Birth, 
though not intending it, yet does indeed 
eſtabliſh its Superiority, by the moſt ſolid 
Reaſons that the Stone it ſelf could allege 
in its own Favour ; for Inſtance, Gold con- 
feſſes and acknowledges, that the Stone 
founds its right of Pre- eminence upon this, 
(*) That it is a univerſal Thing. Needs 23. 
there any more for the Condemnation of ©, 
and to oblige it to give place to the Stone? 
You are not ignorant how far univerſal Mat- | 
ter excels particular Matter. You have 
been ſhowed thai the Stone is the moſt 
pure Part of the metallick Elements, and 
| . that 
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that by conſequence it is the firſt Matter 
of the mineral and metallick Gender, and 
that when this very ſame Matter has been 
animated, and made Fruitful by the natu- 
ral Union that is made of it with the Mat- 
ter purely univerſal, it becomes the vege- 
table Stone, alone capable to produce all the 
great Effects that the Philoſophers attribnte 
to the three Medicines of the three Kinds. 
There is no need of any ſtronger Rcaſons 
to defeat, once for all © and & vulgar, 
from their imaginary Pretenſions; © and 
d, and all other particular Subſtances, where- 
in Nature finiſhes her Operations, whether 
they be perfect, or whether they be abſo- 
lutely imperfect, arc intirely unprofitable, 
or contrary to our Art, 


*PTROPHILUS 

T am wholly- convinced of it; but, I 
know ſeveral Perſons, who ridicule the 
Stone, for pretending to diſpute Antiquity 
with O. Our Author here maintains the 
ſame Paradox, and reproves O with want 
of reſpect to the Stone, in giving the Lie 
(*) 70 one that is older than it ſelf, Yet as 
the Stone derives its original from the Me- 
tals, it appcars difficult to me to comprehend 
the Foundation of its Ancientnels, 


E Y. 
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UD 
There is no difficulty in giving you Sa- 
tisfaction as to this Point: Nay, I do won- 


der how you came to form ſuch a doubt: 


the Stone 1s the firſt Matter of the Metals, 
and conſequently it is Prior to ©, and to all 
other Metals; and if it derives its Original 
from them, or if it takes Birth from their 
Deſtruction, it docs not therefore follow, 
that it is a Production poſterior to Metals; 
but on the contrary, it is Prior to them, 
ſince it is the Matter from whence all Me- 
tals have been formed. The Secret of the 
Art conſiſts in knowing how to extract 
from Metals this firſt Matter, or this me- 
tallick Germ, which is to vegetate by the 
Fecundity of the Philoſophick Sca. 


rr 

I am now convinced of this Truth, and 
I find © to be inexcuſable, to be thus 
wanting in reſpect to his Elder, who has 
in its behalf the moſt Ancient, and the great- 
eſt Philoſophers. Hermes, Plato, and Ariſtole 
are in its Intereſt, And every Body knows 
them to be unqueſtionable Judges in this Caſe, 
Permit me only to ask you a Queſtion up- 


on cach of the Paſſages of thoſe Philoſophers, 


whom 
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whom the Stone has here cited to prove by 
their Authority, that it is the only and 
true Matter of the wiſe Men. 

The Paſſage of the ſmaragdine Table of 
the great Hermes, proves the excellency of 
the Stone, in that it ſhows thar the Stone 1s 
enducd with two Natures, 1. e. with the 
Nature of ſuperior Beings, and with that of 
inferior Bcings ; and that theſe two Natures 
both alike have one only and the ſame Ori- 
ginal ; ſo that we muſt conclude, that they 
(being perfectly united in the Stone) compoſe 
a third Being of an inexpreſſible Virtue : But 
I know not whether you will be of my Sen- 
timents, as to the Tranſlation of this Paſſage, 
and the Commentary of Hortulauus. One 
reads aſter theſe words; T hat 2vhich is below, is 
as that which is on high ; and that which us on 
high, is as that which is bel. One reads, (*) 
(1 fay,) To do the Airacles of one only Thing. 
For my part, I take it, that the Latin Original 
has quite another Senſe, for the quibus, which 
makes the Connexion of the laſt Words 
with the preceeding, ſignifies, That by theſe 
T hings, (that 1s to fay, by the Union of 
theſe two Natures) one does the Miracles of 
one J hing. The to, of which thef Tran- 
ſlator and Commentator do make Uſe, de- 
ſtroys the Senſe and the Reaſon of a Paſ- 


ſage, 
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ſage, that of it ſelf is very proper and in- 
telligible. Tell me, if you pleaſe, whether 
my Remark be well founded. 


EU DOSDULS 

Your Remark is not only right, but it is 
alſo important. I confeſs, I had made no 
Reflection upon it; in this you ſpoil the 
Proverb, For here the Scholar onutdoes the 
Master. But as I had read the Emerald 
Table oftner in Latiz than in French, the 
fault of the Tranſlation, and of the Com- 
mentary, had raiſed no fort of doubt in 
me, as it may do in thoſe who read only in 
French this ſummary of the ſublime Philo- 
ſophy of Hermes. Indecd the ſuperior and 
inferior Natures are not alike to work Mi- 
racles ; but it is becauſe they are alike, that 
one can do by them the Miracles of one 
only Thing. You may fee now that I am 
altogether of your Sentiment in this. 


FFROFHIAIECHS 
T am then mightily well pleaſed with my 
Remark ; I doubted whether it might deſerve 
your Approbation; but I aſſure my ſelf af- 
ter that, that the Children of the Science will 
alſo thank me to have drawn from you up- 
on thus Subject an Explication that will queſ- 


tionleſs 
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tionleſs fatisfy the Diſciples of the great 
Hermes, There is no doubt but that the 
Learned Ariftorle perfectly underſtood this 
great Art. What he has written of it, is 
an evident Proof he did ſo; and 1n this 
diſpute the Stone has the skill to make 
uſe of the Authority of this great Philoſo- 
pher, by a Paſſage that contains its moſt fin- 
gular, and moſt lucpyizing Qualities. Have 
the Goodneſs, if you pleaſe, ro tell me, how 
you unceritand this; (T) I. eas it helfe 
it is with Child by it 72 and it is Born of it 


fel. 


Koe. 

T te Stone weds it | Gf; in as much as 
in its jut Goneration, it is Nature alone 
aſſiſted by Art, that makes the perfect Uni- 
on gh the two Sub ſtances, which give it Be- 

, from which Union there reſults ar 
4 ſame time the eſſential Depuration of 
the Metallick Sulphur and Mercury. An 
Union and Marriage ſo na tural, that the 
Artiſt who lends his Hands to it in diſpo- 
ſing all things requiſite, can give no Demon- 
{tration of it by the Rules of Art; ſince 
he rm even fo much as well compre» 


hend the Myſtcry of this Union. 
The 


TRrIUMPH. 


The Stone is with Child by it ſelf ; when 
Art continuing to aſſiſt Nature, ” mere 
natural Means, puts the Stone in the Diſ- 
poſition requiſite for it, to impregnate it 
felf with the Aſtral Seed, which renders it 
fruitful, and gives it the Power of multi- 
plying its kind. 

The Stone is Born of it ſelf; becauſe aſter 
having wedded it*1e]t, and after being with 
Child by it ſelf, Art doing nothing elſe than 
to aſſiſt Nature, by the continuance of a 
Heat neceſlary to Generation, it takes a 
new Birth from it ſelf, juſt as the Phenix 
is born again from its Aſhes; it becomes 
the Son of the Sun, the univerſal Medi- 
cine of all Things, that have Life, and the 
true living Gold of the Philoſophers ; which 
by the continuance of the Help of the Art, 
and the Miniſtry of the Artiſt, acquires in 
a little time the Royal Diadem, and the ſo- 
vereign Power over all his Brethren. 


FTROPHEELUS 

I very well conceive, that upon the ſame 
Principles, it is not difficult ro comprehend all 
the = Qualities, that Ariſtotle attributes to 
the Stone, As to hill it ſelf ; to reaſſime Life of 
it ſelf; 10 be diſſolv d of it ſelf in its own Bloody 
0 coagulare it [elf therewith a-new ; mm in 
ne 
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fine to acquire all the Properties of the 
philoſophick Stone. Nor do I now find 
any difficulty in the Paſſage of Plato, I 
intreat you, nevertheleſs, that you will 
leaſe to tell me, what that Ancient Philo- 
opher and his Followers meant by this, (*) 
Z hat the Stone has a Body, a Soul, and a 
Spirit, and that all T hings are of it, by it, and 
in it. 


EUDOXUS. 


According to natural Order, Plato ought 
to have preceded Ariſtotle, who was his Scho- 
lar, and from whom probably he learnt the 
ſecret Philoſophy, wherein he was very deſi- 
rous that Alexander the Great ſhould believe 
him perfectly inſtructed ; if one may be al- 
lowed to judge of it by certain Paſſages in the 
Writings of this Philoſopher, but however, 
ſuch order is of no mighty Importance, if 
therefore you well examine the Paſſage of 
Plato, * that of Ariſtotle, you will not 
find them much different in Senſe : But 
yet to give you the Satisfaction of an An- 
{wer to the Queſtion you ask me, I will on- 
ly tell you, that the Stone has a Body, in as 
much as it 15, as I have told you before, a Sub- 
ſtance wholly metallick, which gives it the 
Ponderofity ; that it hath a Soul, * 

che 
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the moſt pure Subſtance of the Elements, in 
which conſiſts its Fixity, and its Permanen- 
Cy that it hath a Spirit, which makes the U- 
nion of the Soul with the Body, which | Soul ] 
it acquires particularly from the Influence 
of the Stars, and is the Vehicle of Tin- 
ctures. Nor will you find it very hard to con- 
ceive, That all T hings are of it, by it, and in 
it; ſince you have already ſeen, that the Stone 
is not only the firſt Matter of all Beings 
contained in the mineral and metallick Fa- 
mily, but that it is alſo united to the uni- 
verſal Matter, from whence all Things have 
taken Birth; and this is the Foundation of 
thoſe laſt Attributes that Plato gives to the 
Stone. 


FTROPFEHITALUS 

As I perceive that the Stone not only 1 
attributes to it ſelf the univerſal Properties, ll 
but that it pretends alſo, (*) That the Sac- 28. 1 
ceſs that ſome Artiſts have had on certain par- 1 
ticular Proceſſes, is only owmng to it; I muſt 1 
confeſs, that I do not well underſtand how | 
that can be. 


ID 
And yet this Philoſopher explains it pret- 
ty clearly; he fays, that ſome Artiſts — 
ve 
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have imperfectly known the Stone, and have 
alſo known but a part of the Work, having 
yet wrought with the Stone, and found 
means to ſeparate its Spirit, which contains 
its Tincture, they have ſucceeded fo far as 
to communicate ſome Parts of it to imper- 
fect Metals, which have Affinity with the 
Stone, but that not having a full Under- 
ſtanding of its Virtues, nor of the manner 
of working with it, their Labour has not 
turned to any great Account ; and even of 
theſe Artiſts the Number is very ſmall. 


EEO HILUS: 

It is natural to-conclude from what you 
have told me, that there are Perſons who 
have the Stone in their Hands, without 
knowing all its Virtucs ; or if they knew 
them, yet they are ignorant how to work 
with it to ſucceed in perfecting rhe great 
Work, and that this Ignorance is the 
Cauſe that their Labours are not crowned 
with Succeſs. Pray tell me, if it be not 


thus. 


Doo Kos. 

Without doubt many Artiſts have the 
Stone in their Poſſeſſion; ſome deſpiſe it as 
a mean Thing, others admire ut becauſe 

che 
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the Characters, in ſome ſort ſupernatural, 
which it carries in its Birth, and yet without 
knowing all its Value. There are, in fine, 
who are not ignorant of its being the true 
Subject of Philoſophy; but the Operations 
which the Sons of Art are zo make upon this 
noble Subject, are intirely unknown to them; 
becauſe they are not taught in Books, and 
becauſe all Philoſophers hide this admirable 
Art which converts the Stone into the Mer- 
cury of Philoſophers, and which teaches to 
make the philoſophick Stone of this Mercury. 
This firſt Work is the Secret one, =. 
ing which the Sages declare themſelves on- 
ly in Allegories, and by 1mpcnetrable Enig- 
ma's, or elſe are wholly ſilent in it. And 
this as I have told you, is the great Block, 
at which almoſt all Artiſts ſtumble. 


PYROFRIE DU & 

Happy thoſe that are Maſters of fo great 
Knowledge ! For my part, I can't flatter 
my ſelf to be arrived at fo high a Point; 
zur I find my ſelf at a Loſs to know how 
to thank you enough, for having given me 
all the Inſtructions that I could reafonably 
deſire of vou, upon the molt eſſential Points 
of this Philoſophy, and indeed upon all 
thoſ? Points, touching which you have beci 


CG pleaſed 
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plcaſed to return Anſwers to my Queſtions ; 
L earneſtly intreat you not to grow weary, 
for I have ſtill ſomething to ask you, Which 
ſeems to me to be of very great conſequence. 
This Philoſopher aſſures, that the Error of thoſe 
who have wrought with the Sone, and have 
not ſucceeded, procecds (*) from their net 


having known the Original, from whence the 


Tinctures come. If the Source of this philo- 
ſophical Fountain be ſo ſecret, and fo difh- 
cult to diſcover ; it is certain, that there 
are very many deceived ; for it is generally 

cheved, that Metals and Mincrals, and par- 
ticularly Gold, contain in their Center this 
Tincture, which is capable to tranſmute the 


imperſect Metals. 
EUDOXUS 


This Source of viviſying Water, IJ. be- 


fore the Eyes of al the World, ſays Coſanopo- 
lite, and few Alen know it. Gold, Silver, 
Metals, and Minerals, contain not a Tin— 
cture able to multiply to Infinity, there are 
none but the living Mctals of the Philoſo- 
phers that have obtained from Art and Na- 
ture this multiplying Faculty : And it 1s 
certain, that there are none but thoſe who 
are perfectly cnlightn:d in the philoſophick 
Myltery, that know the true Original 

the 


TRIUMPH. 
the Tinctures. You are not of the Num- 


ber of thoſe, who are ignorant whence the 
Philoſophers draw their Treaſures, without 
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fear of draining the Source. I have told you 


clearly, and without Ambiguity, that the 
Heaven, and the Stars, bur particularly the 
Sun and Moon are the Principles of this Foun- 
tain of living Water, which is alone proper to 
operate all the Wonders that you know. It is 
this that makes Coſmopolite ſay in his Enigma, 
that in the delicious Iſle, of which he gives 
the Deſcription, there was no Water, and 
and that all the Water that was attempted 
to be brought thither by Engines, and by 
Art, Was either uſeleſs or poiſoned, except 
that which ſome few Perſons knew how to ex- 
tract from the Rays of the Sun, or of the 
Moon. The Means to make this Water to 
deſcend from Heaven is truly wonderful; 
it 1s in the Stone, which contains the central 
Water, which is indeed one ſole and the ſame 
Thing with the celeſtial Water, but the Se- 
cret conſiſts in the knowing how to make the 
Stone become a Magnet, to attract, embrace, 
and unite this Aſtral Qimteſſence to it ſelf, 
{> as to make together but one ſole Eſſence, 
perfect and more than perfect, able to give 
Perfection to the imperſect, aſter the Ac- 
compliſhment of the Magiſtery. 
„ PTROs 
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FTRKUPFAMIL US. 

How many and great are my Obligati- 
ons to you, that you are pleaſed to reveal 
to me ſo great Myſteries, to whoſe Know- 
ledge I could never hope to attain, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of your Elucidations ! 
But fince you are pleaſed to indulge my 
continuance, permit me, if you pleaſe, to 
tell you, that I never ſaw any Philoſopher 
till now, who fo preciſely declares as this 
does, that there muſt be a Wife given to 
the Stone, making it to that end ſpeak in 
this manner. (*) IF theſe Artiſts had carried 
their Enquiry further, and had examined which 
is the Wife who is proper for me ; if they had 


ſought her out, and had united me to her, I 


had been able to have tinged a tho::ſand Times 
more. Although I am ſenſible in general, 
that this Paſſage has an entire Relation to 
the former ; yet, I muſt confeſs, that this 
Expreſſion of a Wile, proper for the Stone, 
does notwithitanding pop me. 


EUDOXUS. 
It is very much, however, that you know 


already of your ſelf, that this Paſſage bas a 
Connexion with that which ] but juſt be- 
fore explained to you, i. c. that you well 


Fa 1 w+* C3 
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apprehend, that the Wife which is proper 
for the Stone, and which ought to be united 
to it, is that Fountain of living Water, 
whoſe Source altogether Celeſtial, which 
hath particularly irs Center in the Sun, and 
in the Moon, produces that clear and pre- 
cious Stream or Rivulet of the wiſe Men, 
which gently ſlides into the Sea of the Phi- 
lofophers, which environs all the World; it 
is not without very good Reaſon, that this 
Divine Fountain 1s called by the Author, 
the Wile of the Stone; ſome have repre- 
ented it under the Form of a heavenly 
Nymph ; ſome give it the Name of the 
chaſte Diana, whoſe Purity and Virginity 
is not defiled by the ſpiritual Band” that 
unites it to the Stone : In a word, this 


85 


magnetick Connexion is the magical Marri- 


age of Heaven and Earth, whereof ſome 
Philoſophers have ſpoken ; fo that the fruit- 
ful Source of the phyſical Tincture, that 
performs ſo great Wonders, takes Birth from 
this altogether my ſterious conjugal Union. 


FN 
I find with an unſpeakable Satisfaction the 
whole Effect of the Elucidations, you have 
been pleaſed to impart to me; and ſince we 


are upon this Point, I deſire your leave to 
8 ask 
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ask you a Queſtion, whichthough it riſe 


not from the Text of this Author, is yet 
eſſential to this Subject. I beſecch you to 
tell me, whether the magical Marriage of 


Heaven and Earth can be celebrated at any 


time? Or whether there be Seaſons of the 
Vear more proper than others to ſolemnize 
thoſe magical Nuptials? 


EUDOXUS. 

I am already gone too far, to refuſe 
you an Explication ſo neceſſary, and fo 
reaſonable. Divers Philoſophers have told 
the Scaſon of the Ycar, which is the moſt 
proper for this Operation. Some have made 
no Myſtery of it; others more reſerved 
have not cxplained themſelves upon this 


Point, but by Parables. The firſt have 


named the Month of March, and the Spring. 
Zachary, and other Philoſophers ſay, that 
they begun the Work at Eaſter, and that 
they fimiſhed it happily within the Courſe 


of the Year. Others are contented with 


repreſenting the Garden of Heſperides ena- 
melled with Flowers, and 3 with 
Fiolets and Primroſes, which are the earlieſt 


Productions of the Spring. Coſinopolite more 


ingenious than the reſt to indicate, that the 
Sceſon the moſt proper for the philoſophick 
Wor k 5 
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Work, is that wherein all living Beings, 
ſenſitives and vegetables, appear animated with 
a new Fire, which carries them reciprocally 
to Love, and to the Multiplication of their 


Kinds ; he ſays, that Venus is the Goddeſs of 
this charming Jſle, wherein he ſaw naked all 


the Myſteries of Nature ; but to denote 
more preciſely this Seaſon, he fays, The 
there were ſeen feeding in the Paſtures, Rams 
and Bulls, with rwo young Sh:pherds, expreſ- 
{ing clearly in this witty Allegory, the three 
ſpring Months, by the three celeſtial Signs, 
anſwering to them, viz. Aries, Taurns, and 
Gemini. l 


ron 

I am raviſhed with theſe Interpretations. 
Thoſe who are greater Proficients in theſe 
Myſteries than I am, perhaps may not put 
ſo great a Value as I do on the Solution of 
the Enigma's, whoſe Senſe has notwith- 
ſtanding been hitherto umpenetrable to ma- 
ny of thoſe, who in other Reſpects are 
{ſuppoſed to have very well underſtood the 
Philoſophers. I am perſuaded that one ought 


very much to eſteem ſuch an Inſtruction, 
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it being capable to make one fee clear into 


other more important Obſcurities; indeed 


few would imagine, that the Yiolers and 


G 4 Hya- 
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Hyacinths of Eſpagnet, and the horned Beaſt 
of the Garden of Heſperides ; and the Hcuſe 


of the Ram of Coſmopolite, and of Phil:lethe ; 


the Iſle of the Goddeſs Venus, the wo 
Shepherds, and the reſt that you but now 
explained, ſhould ſigniſy che Seafon of the 
Spring. I am not the * Perſon who 
ought to give you a thouſand Thanks, that 
you have been pleaſed torunfold theſe My- 
ſteries; J 2m aſſured, that in Proceſs of 
Time, there will be found a greater Num- 
ber of the Sons of Science, who will bleſs 
your Memory for having opened their Eyes 
upon a Point more eſlential to this grand 
Art, than they would otherwiſe have been 
inclincd to imagine. 


E UDO TUS. 

You have Reaſon in that, one cannot 
be aſſured that one underſtands the Philo- 
ſephers, without having an entire under- 
ſtanding of the leaſt Things that they have 
written. The Knowledge of the Seaſon 
proper to begin the Work, is of no little 
conſequence; the fundamental Reaſon there- 
of is this. Whereas, the Sage undertakes 
to perform by our Art, a Thing which is 
above the ordinary Force of Nature, 2s 
to ſoften a Hence, and to cauſe a metallick 
a | Germ 


o 


TRIUMPH. 89 


Germ to vegetate; he finds himſelf indiſ- 
penſably obliged to enter by a profound 
Meditation into che moſt ſecret Receſſes of 
Nature, and to make uſe of plain, but effi- 
cacious Means that ſhe fur niſhes him with- 
all; now you ought not to be ignorant, 
that Nature from the beginning of the 
Spring, to renew it ſclf, and to put all the 
Seeds that are in the Boſom of the Earth 
into the Motion proper to Vegetation, im- 
pregnates all the Air that environs the Earth, 
with a movcable and fermentatious Spirit, 
which derives its Original from the Father 
of Nature; it is properly a ſubtile Nitre, 
which gives the fertility of the Earth, 
whereof it is the Soul, and which Coſmopelite 
calls the Salt-Peire of the Philoſophers. It is 
therefore in this prolifick Seaſon, that the 
wiſe Artiſt, to make his metallick Seed to 
bud, cultivates it, breaks it, moiſtens it, wa- 
ters it with this prolifick Dew, and gives 
N it as much of it to drink as the weight of 
Nature requires; after this manner the phi- 
loſophick Germ concentring the Spirit in 
its Boſom, is animated and vivy fied by it, 
and acquires the Properties which are Eilen- f 
tial to its becoming the vegetable and multi- ; 
plying Stone. I hope you will be fatisfi- 
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ed with this Reaſoning, which is founded 
on the Laws and Principles of Nature. 


FF RROFALSLUS. 

It is impoſſible for any to be more ſatis- 
fied than T am; you give me that Light 
that the Philoſophers have hidden undcr an 
impenetrable Vail, and you tell me Things 


ſo important, that I would willingly puſh 


on my Queſtions, to draw what Benefit I 
could from the Goodncſs you have, to diſ- 
guiſe me nothing, but not to treſpaſs too 
far upon you; I return to the Paſlage of 
my Author, where the Stove maintains to 
Gold and Mercury, that it is impoſſible to 
make a true Union of their two Subſtan- 
ces; becauſe, ſays the Sore, (*) That you 
are not one only Boa, but two Bodies toge- 


ther; and by conſequence you are contrary, if 


the Laws of Nature be conſidered. I know 
very well, that the Penetration of Subſtan- 
ces, not being poſſible according to the 
Laws of Nature; fo neither is their perfect 
Union poſlible, and that in this Senſe two 
Bodies arc contrary to one another; yet as 
almoſt all the Philoſophers aſſure, that Mer- 
cury is the firſt Matter of Metals; and that 
according to Geber, it is not a Body, but 
2 Spirit that penctrates Bodies, and parti- 

| : cularly 
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cularly that of Gold, for which it has a vi- 
ſible Sympathy; is it not . that theſe 
two Subſtances, this Body, and this Spirit, 
may be peric&ly united, to make but one 
only and the ſame Thing of one and the 
ſame Nature * 


EUDOXUS. 


Remark that, there are two Errors in 
your Reaſoning; the firſt in that you ſup- 
pole, that common Mercury is the firſt 
and ſole Matter, whereof Metals are form- 
ed in the Mines, which is not ſo. Mere 
is a Metal, which having leſs Sulphur, and 
leſs terrene Impurity than other Metals, 
remains liquid, and running ; it unites with 
Metals, and particularly with Gold, as being 
the pureſt of all; and is united leſs eaſily 
with the other Metals, in proportion as 
they are more or lefs impure in their na- 
tural Compoſition. You muſt therefore 
know, that there is a firſt Matter of 
Metals, whereof Mercury it felt is form- 
ed; it is a viſcous, and mercurial Water, 
which is the Water of our Stone. And 
this is the Sentiment of the true Philofo- 
bers. 

I ſhould be too prolix, if I ſhould here 
ſet forth cvery particular that can be faid 
upon 
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upon this Subject. I proceed to the ſecond 
Error of your Reaſoning, which conſiſts 
in that you imagine, that common Mercury 
is a metallick Spirit, which according to 
Geber, can interiourly penetrate and tinge 
Metals, be united and remain with them, 
after it ſhall have been artificially faxt. 
But you muſt conſider, that Mercury is 
not called Spirit by Geber, but from its 
flying the Fire, becauſe of the Mobility of 
its homogenous Subſtance ; nevertheleſs, that 
properly hinders not its being a merallick 
Body, which for that Reafon can never be 
ſo perfectly united with another Metal, as 
not to be always ſeparated from it, when- 
ever it finds it ſelf preſſed by the Ac- 
tion of the Fire. Experience makes good 
this Reaſoning, and thereſore the Stone is 
in the right to maintain againſt Gold, that 
there never can be made a perfect Union 
of it with Mercury. 


EFROPHILUS 
T comprehend very well, that my Rea- 
ſoning was Erroncous, and to tell you the 
Truth, I could never imagine, that common 
Mercury was the firſt Matter of Metals; 
though divers grave Philoſophers lay down 
that Truth, for one of the Foundations of 
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the Art. And I am perſwaded, that one 
cannot find in Mines, the true firſt Matter 
of Metals, ſeperated from metallick Bodies; it 
is but a Vaporr, a viſcous Water, an in- 
viſible Spirit, and I believe, in a Word, 
that the Seed is not to be found bur in the 
Fruit, I can't tell whether I ſpeak n 
ly, but I take this to be the true Senſe of 
the Inſtructions you have given me. 


FHDG4H4 
One cannot have better comprehended, 
than you have done theſe Truths known 
to fo tew. It is a Satisſaction to talk freel 
with you, concerning the philoſophical My- 
ſteries. What further Queſttions have you 
to ask me ? 


FOr 
Does not the Sone contradict it ſelf, 
when it ſays, (*) That with an imperſect Bo- 
dy, it has a conſtant Soul, and a penetrating T in- 
ture? Methinks theſe two great Perſections 
are inconſiſtent with an imperie& Body. 


r4 


22 


ZI DOT UN 
One would ſay here, that you have ak 
ready ſorgetten a fundemental Truth, of 
which you were iully convinced before; 
recolicct 
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recollect your ſclſ, that if the Body of 
the Stone were not imperte&t with an Im- 

rfection, nevertheleſs, wherein Nature has 
not finithed her Operation, one could not 
there ſeek tor, and much leſs could one be 
able to find Perfection there. This being 
laid down, it will be very cafy for you to 
Judge, that the conſtancy of the Soul, and the 


Perfection of I incture, are not actually; ner 


in a State to manifeſt themſelves in the HHone, 
ſo long as it remains in its imperfect Being; 
but then, when by the continuance of the 
Work, the Subſtance of the Sue hath paſ- 
ſed from Imperſection to Perfection, and 
from Perfection to pluſquam Perfection, the 
conſtancy of its Soul, and the Efficacy of 
the Tincture of its Spirit, are brought from 
potentiality into Art ; ſo that the Soul, the 
Spirit, and the Body of the Stone, being 
equally exalted, compoſe one whole Thing 
of a Nature, and ofa Virtue incomprehenſible; 


PTRO PHIL US. 
Since my Queſtions give occaſion to 
your ſpeaking Things fo extraordinary, I 
you not to take it amiſ, that I conti- 
nue my Enquiries. I was always perſuad- 
ed, that the Stone of the Philoſophers was a 
real Subſtance, falling under the Senſes, yer 
| 1 Pera 
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{ perccive this Author aſſures the contrary, 


in ſaying, (*) Our Stone is Inviſible. 1 aſ- 33. 


ſure you, that whatever good Opinion 1 
may have of this Philoſopher, he muſt in 
this Point give me leave not to be of his 

Sentiment. 


E UDOXUS. 

And yet, I hope, to reconcile you quick- 
ty to it. This Philoſopher is not the only one 
who uſes this ſort of Language ; the greater 
Part of them ſpeak aſter the ſame manner 
as he docs; and to tell you the Truth, 
our Stone is properly Inviſible, as well in 
regard of its Matter, as in regard of its 
Form. In regard of its Matter; becauſe, 
although our Stone, or our Mercury (ſor 
there is no difference) docs really exiſt, it 
is yet true, that it appcars not to our Eyes; 
at leaſt, not unkls the Artiſts lend his 
Hand to Nature to help her to bring forth 
this philoſophical Production; and this 
made Coſmopolite lay, That the Subject of our 
Philoſopby hath a real Exiſtence ; * that it 
is not to be ſeen, but hen it pleaſes tlie Ar- 
rift to make it appear. 

The Stone is likewiſe no leſs Inviſible in 
regard of its Form ; I call here its Form, 
the Principle of its admirable Faculties, = 

this 


96 


The HER METICAL 


this Principle, this Energy of the Stone, 
and that Spirit! in which reſides the FEthcacy 
of its Tincture, is a pure Aſtral impal- 
pable Eſſencc, that does not manifeſt it ſelf 
but by the ſurpriſing Effects it produces. 
The Philoſo, phers often ſneak of their Store, 
as conſidered in that Senſe, Hermes under- 
ſtands it fo, when he lays, Thar the Wind 
Carries it in its Belly ; and Coſmopolite is 
not remote from this Father of Philoſo- 
phyz when he 08 res, That our Subject is 
before the Eyes of all the World; that no 
Body can lus vutbout it; that al Creatnres 
make uſe of it; but that few perceive it. 
Well then, are you not of your Author's 
Sentiment, and mult you not confeſs, that 
in whatſoever manner you conſider the 
Stone, it is truly ſaid to be Inviſible. 


ee 

I muſt have neither Senſe nor Reaſon, 
if I ſhould not conſent to a Truth, that 
you make me as it were, touch with my 
Finger, n to me at the fame time. 
the molt obſcure, and moſt myſterious Senſe 
of the philoſophical W FITINgs. find my 
ſelf ſo laminated by w hat you tell me, 
that, mcrninks, * moſt obtcure Authors 
will be no longer dark to me, I ſhall, how. 
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ever, be obliged to you, if you pleaſe to 
tell me your Opinion concerning the Pro- 
poſition that this Author advances; (*) 34. 
T hat it is not poſſible to acquire the Poſſeſſion 
of the philoſophical Mercury, otherwiſe than 
5 the Means of two Bodies, whereof the one 
cannot receive Perfection without the other. 
This Paſſage ſeems to me ſo poſitive, and 
ſo preciſe, that I doubt not, but that ir is 
fundemental in the Practice of the Work. 


EOS TIES 

There is none moſt certainly more fun- 
damental, ſince this Philoſopher tells you 
in this Paſſage, how the Stone is form'd, 
on which is founded all our Philoſophy ; 
our Mercury or our Stone does. indeed 
take Birth from two Bodies ; but Note, 
that it is not the Mixture of two Bo- 
dies which produces our Mercury, or our 
Stone: For I have juſt ſhewn you, that 
Bedics are contrarics, and there can be 
no perfect Union made of them; but our 
Stone on the contrary is born from the 
Deſtruction of two Bodies, which acting 
one upon the other, as the Male and the 
Female, or as the Body and the Spirit, af- | 

ter a manner no leſs Natural than In- 

comprehcniible ro the Artift, who lends it 
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the requiſite Help, do intirely ccaſe to be 
that which they were before, to bring forth 
a Production of a miraculous Nature and 
Original, and which hath all the neceſſary 
Diſpoſitions to be carried by Art and Nature, 
from Perfection to Perfection, to a ſovereign 
Degree, which is above Nature it ſelf. 

Remark alſo, that thoſe two Bodies 
which deſtroy themſelves, and conſound 
themſclves one in the other for the Produ- 
ction of a third Subſtance, and of whom 
the one holds the place of Male, and the 
other of Female, in this new Generation, 
are two Agents, who ſtripping themſelves 
of their groſſeſt Subſtance in this Action, 
change their Nature to bring forth a Son, 
of an Original more noble, and more 
illuſtrious than the Parents that give him 
Being, and in being Born, he carries viſi- 
ble Marks, that evidently ſhew, that Hea- 
ven preſided at his Birth. 

Remark, morcover, that our Stone 15 
born again many ſeveral Times, but that in 
every one of its new Births it {till draws its 
Riſe from two Things. You have been 
juſt now ſhown how it begins to be born of 
two Bodies; you have ſeen that it eſpouſes 
a celeſtial Nymph, after it has been ſtript 
of its terreſtrial Form, to make but one 
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ſole and ſame Thing with her; you muſt 
know alſo, that after the Stone hath appear- 
ed a new, under a terreſtrial Form, it muſt 
again be Married to a Spouſe of its own 
Blood; ſo that there are ſtill two Thi 
which produce one Thing] only of one ſole 
and ſame Kind; and as it is a certain Truth, 
that in all the different States of the Stone, 
the two Things that are united to give it 
a new Birth, come from one ſole and fame 
Thing 3 it is alſo upon this Foundation of 
Nature, that Caſinopolite ſupports an incon- 
teſtable Truth in our Philoſophy, that is 
to fay, That of one is made two, and of two 
one, in which all Operations, Natural and Phi- 
loſophical, are terminated without any Poſſibili- 
ty of going further. 


TONE 


How abſtruſe ſoever theſe ſublime Truths 
are, you render them fo intelligible, and 
ſo palpable to me, that I conceive them 
almoſt as diſtinctly, as if they were mathe- 
matical Demonſtrations. Permit me, if you 
pleaſe, to make ſome further Enquiry, that 
ſo I may have no further remaining Scru- 
ples about the Interpretation of this Author. 
I have very well comprehended, that the 
Stone born of two Subſtances of one fame 

: H- 2 Kind, 
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Kind, is one whole Homogeneity, and a 
third Being, endued with two Natures, 
which render it of it ſelf ſole ſufficient to the 
Generation of the Son of the Sun; but yet 


I do not very well comprehend, how this 


Philoſopher underſtands, ( T hat the onl 
T hing whereof the univerſal Medicine is 4 4 


is the Water, and the Spirit of the Body. 


EDDDOITIUS 
You would find the Senſe of this Paſſage 


ſelf- evident, if you did but recolle& your 


ſelf, that the firſt and moſt important Ope- 
ration of the Practice of the firſt Work, is 
to reduce into Water that Body, which is 
our Stone, and that this is the moſt Secret 
Point of our Myſteries. I have ſhewed 
you, that this Water muſt be vivified and 
tertilized by an aſtral Seed, and by a cele- 
{tial Spirit, wherein reſides the whole Effi- 


cacy of the phyſical Tincture: So that if 


you well reflect upon it, you will confeſs, 
that there is no Truth in our Philoſophy, 
more cvident than what your Author here 


advanccs, i. e that one only Thing, where- 


of rhe Sage hath need to make all Things, 
Ino other than the Vater and the Spirit of the 
Body. The Water is the Body, and the 
Soul of our Subject, and the aſtral * 
tne 
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the Spirit of it; and it is therefore that 
the Philoſophers aſſure, that their Matter has 
a Body, a Soul, and a Spirit. 


PYROPHILUS. 

I confeſs my Inattention, and that had 
I well conſidered, I had formed no man- 
ner of doubt upon this Paſſage ; but here is 
another, which, however, is no great Sub- 
ject of Scruple ; but nevertheleſs, I could 
with to know your Senſe of thoſe Words, 
viz. that the only Thing which is the 
Subject of the Art, and has not its like in 
the World; (*) is get vile, and to be had 
for little coſt. 


UDO 


This Matter, ſo precious by the excellent 
Gifts, wherewith Nature has enriched it, 1s 
truly mean, with regard to the Subſtances 
from whence it derives its Original. Their 
Price is not above the Ability of the Poor. 
Ten Pence is more than ſufficient to pur- 
chaſe the Matter of the Stone. But the 
Inſtruments, and the Means that are neceſ- 
ſary to _ the Operations of the Art, 
require ſome ſort of Expence; which makes 
Geber ſay, That the Work is not for the Poor. 
The Matter therefore is mean, conſidering 

H 3 the 
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the Foundation of the Art becauſe it coſts 
bur very little; it is no leſs mean, if one con- 
{iders exteriourly that which gives it Per- 
fection, ſince in that regard it coſts nothin 

at all, in as much as all the World has it in 
its Power, ſays Coſmopolite ; fo that whe- 
ther you * theſe Things, or whe- 
ther you confound them, as the P/:/o/cphey 
do, to deccive the Sot and the Ignorant, it is 
a conſtant Truth, that the Stone is a Thing 
mean in one Senſe, but that in another it 15 
moſt precious, and that there are none but 
Fools that deſpiſe it, by a juſt Judgment 
of God. 


PYROPHILUS. 5 
T ſhall now be quickly as well inſtructed 
as I can wiſh; do me only the Favour to 
tell me, how one may know which is the #Þ 
true way of the Philoſophers ; becauſe they | 
deſcribe many different, and often in Ap- 
pearance contrary. Their Books are filled | 
with an Infinity of various Operations; as 
Conjunctions, Calcinations, Mixtions, Se- 
parations, Sublimations, Diſtillations, Coa- 
gulations, Fixations, Deſiccations, concern- 
ing each of which they make whole Chap- 
ters; which throws the Artiſts into ſuch a 
1 Labyrinth, that tis ſcarce poſſible for them to 
extricate 
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extricate themſelves This Philoſopher, me- 
thinks, inſinuates, that as in this great Art, 
there is bur one Thing; ſo neither is there 
but one way, for which he gives no other 


Reaſon but this; he ſays, (*) That the So- 


lution of the Body is not made but in its on 
Blood, I find not any Thing in this whole 
Treatiſe, wherein your Inſtructions may 
prove more neceſſary to me, than upon this 
Point, which concerns the Practice of the 
Work, upon which all therPhiloſophers make 
Profeſſion of Silence: I beſeech you, there- 
fore, not to deny me your Directions in 


ſo needful a Point. 


EUDOXUS. 

It is not without a great deal of Reaſon 
that you make me this Requeſt, it Regards 
the eſſential Point of the Work, and I could 
heartily wiſh it were in my Power to anſwer 
as diſtinctly to this, as I have ame to divers 
of your other Queſtions. I proteſt to you, 
that I have every where told you the Truth; 
and I will ſtill continue to do ſo; but you 
know, that the Myſteries of our facred 
Sciences may not be taught, but in myſte- 
rious Terms : I will, however, tell you 
without any Ambiguity, that the general 


Intention of our Art, is exactly tO purify » 
H 4 and 
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and to ſubtiltre a Matter of it (it unckan 
and groks, And this 8 a moſt important 
© ruth, that 4 ſerves you ſhould — $6 Re- 
flccon upon u. 

Rewark, that to attain this End, many 
Opcrariors are requilite, which tending all 
but to one and the ſame Scope, are not in the 
main conlidered by the Pluie peu, but as 
one (ole and ſame O. xration diverfly cons 
tinned. Obſerve, that Fre leparates at kirit 
the heteroge nous Parts, and coroms the ho- 
mogenous Parts of our Stone; that the feerer 
Fire produces afterwards the ame 1. 
none ctheacwully in mntroducing Wed 
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Regiment proportioned to the final Inten- 
tion of the Art, that is to ſay, unto per- 


ect Fretion. You fee now, that to .. 
woperly, there is but one way, as there 1s 
Mr one Intention in the firſt Work, and 

\atk the Pheloſopter' dete ribe nor many wa 
wy becauſe they conſider the diff: rent De- 
grecs of Depurations, as fo many O 
ons, and different Ways, with defign ( 
vour Author very well Remarks.) to con- 
Ant this 2iImirable Art. 

As co the Words by which your Au- 
thor concludes, 4. e. that the Solution of 
the Body i not made but in its own Blood; 
| mvlt wake vou obſerve that in our Art, 
there 1 chice Jitterent Tunes, three eſ- 
lential Solutions made, wherein the Body 
8 not ditotved but mn uns own Blood. and 
COM 6B M the a in the \hddeke, 
and at the End of tix * ork ; take good 
Notice er | have 2teady ſhewe ad vou, 
char in the principal Operations Ache Art, 
there arc * aV $ TWO 1 dune W Mach produ- 
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es one, that of thoſe two Th rok. one 
uprphes INe DIACE Ol 37 Mat Ty znd the 


other of the Female; one the Body, 
be other is the Sore + You muſt make 
| he Apphcanon of it, rat in 
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the Male and the Female, the Body and 
the Spirit, are no other Thing, but the 
Body and the Blood, and that theſe two 
Things are of one ſame Nature, and of 
one ſame kind; fo that the Solution of the 
Body in its own Blood, is the Solution of 
the Male by the Female, and that of the 
Body by its Spirit. And this is the order 
of theſe three important Solutions. 

In vain you would attempt by Fire the 
true Solution of the Male in the firſt Ope- 
ration, you could never ſucceed in it, with- 
out the Conjunction of the Female; it is 
in their mutual Embraces that they con- 
found and change each other, to produce 
one whole Homogeneity, different from 
them both. You would in vain open and 
ſublime the Body of the Stone, it would be 
_ uſeleſs to you, unleſs you made it 
eſpouſe the Wife which Nature hath deſign- 
ed for it; ſhe is that Spirit, Kom whence 
the Body hath drawn its firſt Qriginal ; Þ 
which Body diſſolves therein as Ice does | 


at the Heat of Fire, as your Author has 
very well Remarked. In fine, you would 
attempt in vain to make the perfect Soluti- 
on of the fame Body, if you ſhould not 
reiterate upon it the Affu ſion of its proper 
Blood, winch is its natural Menſtruum, its 
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Wife, and its Spirit altogether, wherewith 
it ſo intimately unites, that from thence- 


forth they become but one ſole and ſame 
Subſtance, 


FITROFMIAETHS 

After all this which you have revealed ro 
me, I have nothing more to ask you about the 
Interpretation of this Author, I do v 
well comprehend all the other Advantages 
that he aſcribes to the Stone, more than to 
Gold and Mercury, I do alſo conceive how 
the Exceſs of the Rage of theſe two Cham- 
pions, tranſported them to join their Forces, 
to vanquiſh the Stone by Arms, not being 
able to ſubdue it by Reaſon ; but how 18 
it to be underſtood, That the (*) Stone 
devour'd them, and fivallaved them both up, 
ſo that there remain d not any Track of them. 


EUDOXUS.. 
Know you not that the great Hermes 


ſays, T hat the Stone is the ſtrong Force of 


all Forces ; for it will vanquiſh all ſub- 
tile Things, and will penetrate every ſolid 
Thing, And your Author expreſſes the 
very ſame Thing here in other Terms to 
teach you, that the Power of the Stone 
is ſo great, that nothing is able to reſiſt it. 
It 


39. 
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It ſurmounts indeed all the imperfect Metals, 
tranſmuting them into perfect Metals in 
ſuch a manner, that there remains no Tract 
of what they were before. 


FYROPHILUS. 


T very well comprehend theſe Reaſons, - 
and yet I have ſtill remaining one doubt 
touching perfect Metals; Gold, for Exam- | 
ple, is a Metal conſtant and perfect, which, 
therefore, methinks, the Stone ſhould nor 
be able to devour. 


EUDOXUS. 


Your doubt is groundleſs ; for as the 
Stone, ſtrictly ſpeaking, does not devour 
imperfect Metals, but ſo changes their Na- 
ture, that there remains nothing to know by 
what they were before; ſo the Stone not 
being able to deſtroy Gold, nor to tranſmute 
it into a more perfect Metal, tranſmutes it 
into a Medicine a thouſand Times more 
perfect than Gold, fince it can then rranſ- | 
mute a thouſand Times as much imperfe&t *' 
Metal, according to the Degree of Perfe- 
ee =D 
Ction that the Stone has receiv'd of the Art. 


P TX O- 


als, 
in 
act 


ns, 


abt 


Un- 
ch, 


nor 


TRIUMPH. 
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{ perceive the little Foundation there was 
for my Doubt ; but to be plain, there 1s 
ſo much ſubtilety in the leaſt Hints of the 
Philoſophers, that you ought not to think it 
ſtrange, thar T have often ſtuck upon Things 
that ought elſe to have 23 to me ſuf. 
ciently intelligible of themſelves. I have 
no more bur two Queſtions to ask you, 
and they are on the Subject of the two Ad- 
vices, that my Author gives to the Sons of 
the Science, touching the manner of Proceed- 


ing, and the Scope they ought to propoſe to 


themſelves in their Scarch of the univerſal 
Medicine. He adviſes them in the firſt 
Place, to ſharpzn their Minds, to read the 
Writings of the wite Men with Prudence, 
to Labour with Exactn:$; to proceed with- 
out Precipitation in a Work fo precious: 
Becauſe, ſays, he (*) That it has its time 
ordained b Nature; even as the Fraits which 
are upon the Trees, and the cluſter of Grapes 
that the Vine bears. I concave very well 
the Uſcfulncis of theſe Counſels ; bur pray, 
22 pleaſed to explain to me, how this Limi- 
tation of Timé is ro be underſtood. 
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Doors 


Vour Author ſufficiently explains it to you 
by the compariſon of Fruits, which Nature 
produces in their due Scaſon; this compa- 
riſon is Exact: The Stone is a Field which 


the Wiſe cultivates, into which Art and“ 
Nature have put the Sced, which is to pro- 


duce its Fruit. And as the four Seaſons 
of the Ycar are neceſſary to the perfect 
Production of Fruits, ſo the Stone has in 


like manner its determinated Seaſons. Irs 


Winter, during which Cold and Humidi— 


have Dominion in this Earth thus pre- 
pared and ſowed. Its Spring, wherein the 
philoſophick Seed being warm'd, gives 
Signs of Vegetation and Increaſe ; its 
Summer, during which its Fruit ripens, 


and becomes proper to Multiplication ; and 
its Autumn, in which this Fruit being 


perfectly Ripe, rejoices the Wiſe that have ; 


the good Fortune to gather it. 
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To leave you nothing to deſire upon 


this Subject, I muſt here make you obſerve 
three Things. Firſt, That the Sage ought to 
imitate Nature in the Practice of the Work ; 
and as this wiſe Worker [2/z. Nature] can 
produce nothing perfect, if its Motion be 
made violent, fo rhe Artiſt ouglit to ſuffer 


the! 


r * . 
* 2 
. 1 ny" 
* r 


7 


* 
901 


. n rer 
ee 
1 * rb og o th 8 es SALDF. 25 7 

- v þ = W I 4 0 


1 ſecond Thing is, that the — of 
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the Principles of his Matter to act interi- 
ourly, by exteriourly adminiſtring a Warmth 
or Heat proportioned to its need, The 


the four Seaſons of the Work, ought to 
be a Rule, which the Wiſe ſhould follow 
in the different Regiments of the Fire, in 
Proportioning 1t to cach, according as Na- 
ture ſhows it, who has need of leſs Heat 
to put the Trees in Bloſſom, and to Form 
the Fruit, than to make them perfectly Ripe. 
Thirdly, That though the Work has its four 
Seaſons, ſo as Nature has, it does not fol- 
low that the Seaſons of Art, and of Na- 
ture, mult preciſely anſwer to each other, 
the Summer of the Work may happen with- 
out Inconvenience in Narure's Autumn, and 
its Autumn in her Winter. It ſuffices, 
that the Regiment of the Fire, be propor- 
tion'd to the Seaſon of the Work; it is 
in that only, that the great Secret of the 
Regiment conſiſts, ior wiuch I cannot give 
vou a more certain Rule. 


O 


By this Reaſoning, and by this Similitude, 
you give me an open View upon a Point, 
of which the Philoſophers have made one of 

thei 
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the Sons of Art, to have Uprightneſs of 1 


40. 


their greateſt Myſteries; for the Doctrine of | 
the Regiments is not to be learn'd by hat | 
Writings, but I ſee with an extream Sa- 
tisfaCtion, that in imitating Nature and Be- 
eyed the order of 3 of the Work 
the Winter, it cannot be hard to the Wiſe 
5 judge, how by the divers Degrges of 
Heat, which anſwer to thoſe Nen he 
can aſſiſt Nature, and bring the Fruit of 
this philoſophical Plant to a perfect Ma- 
turity. | 1 
My Author in the ſecond Place adviſes Þ 


Heart; and to propoſe to themſelves an ho- 
neſt End in this Work, declaring politive- | 


ly to them, that without theſe good Di- 
poſitions, they muſt not expect a Bleſſing W + 
from Heaven upon their Labour, upon“ 
which all good Succeſs depends. He aſſure, 1 
T hat (*) God does not communicate ſo great} t 
a Gift, but to thoſe that will make a good uſi| f 
of it; and that he deprives thoſe of it, % ( 
deſign to uſe it for Commiſſion of Evil. This, ti 


ſeems to be no other than a manner ot 

f 
uſual ſpeaking with the Philoſo PpPers 3 pray C 
tell me what Reflections ought to be made! 
upon this laſt Point? 
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EUDOXUS 


You are ſufficiently inſtructed in our Phi- 
lolophy, to comprehend, that the Poſſeſſi- 
on of the univerſal Medicine, and of the 
great Elixir, is of all worldly Treaſures the 
greateſt, the moſt real, and the moſt valu- 
able that Man can enjoy. Indeed, immenſe 
Riches, ſupream Dignities, and all the 
Greatneſſes of the Earth, are not compara- 
ble to this precious Treaſure, which is the 
ſole temporal Good, able to ſatisfy the 
Heart of Man. It gives to him that poſ- 
ſeſſes it, a long Life, exempt from all ſorts 
of Infirmities, and puts into his Power 
more Gold and Silver, than is poſſeſſed by 
all the moſt mighty Monarchs together. 
This Treaſure hath moreover this particu- 
lar Advantage, above all other Bleſſings of 
this Life, that he who enjoys it, finds him- 
ſelf perfectly ſatisfied, even with its only 


Contemplation, and that he .can never be 


troubled with the fear of loſing it. 

You are likewiſe fully convinced, thar 
God governs the World ; that his Di- 
vine Providence cauſes, that there reigns 
in Order, which his infinite Wiſdom has 
eſtabliſhed in it from the beginning of 
all Ages, end that this Providence is not 


e 1 that 
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that blind Fatality of the Antients, nor 
that pretended Chain of Cauſes, or that ne- 
ceſſary Order of Things, that muſt make 
them follow without any Diſtinction: But 
on the contrary, you are well perſuaded, 
that the Wiſdom of God preſides over all 
the Events that happen or appear in the 
World. 

Upon the double Foundation, which theſe 
two Reflections eſtabliſh, you cannot doubt 
but that God who diſpoſes Sovereignly of 
all the Poſſeſſions in the World, never per- 
mits that thoſe who apply themſelves to the 
Search of this precious Treaſure, with deſign 
to make a bad uſe of it, ſhould by their En- 
deavours come to its Poſſeſſion; really what 
Miſchiefs might not be cauſcd in the World 
by a perverſe Spirit, who would have no 
other Aim but to gratify his Ambition, 
and to indulge his Luſts, if he had in 
his Power and Poſſeſſion this certain Means 
of executing his moſt criminal Enterprizes. 
Wherefore the Philoſophers, who perfectly 
know what Miſchicts and Diſorders might 
accrue to civil Socicty, if the Knowledge 
of this great Secret were Revealed to the 
impious, do not treat of it, but with fear, 
nor ſpeak of it, but enigmatically, to the 
end, that it may not be comprehended, but 

by 
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by thoſe whoſe Study and Endeavours God 
will bleſs. | 


PYROPHILUS.. 
There can be none that are of good 
Senſe, and who fear God, but muſt agree 
in theſe Sentiments, and muſt be fully per- 
ſuaded, that to ſucceed in ſo great and fo 
important an Enterprize, the Divine Good- 
nels is to be inceſſantly ſupplicated to illu- 
minate our Minds, and to give his Bleſ- 
ſing to our Endeavours. It only remains, 
that T return you moſt humble Thanks, that 
you have been pleaſed to treat me as a Son of 
the Science, to diſcourſe with me ſincerely, 
and to inſtruct me in ſo great Myſteries, as 
clearly, and as intelligible, as is lawful to 
do, and as I would reaſonably defire. . I 
= proteſt to you, that my Acknowledgment 
mall laſt as long as my Life. 
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Six principal Keys of the ſecret 
Philoſophy. 
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PFI writ this Letter to perſuade 
£4. thoſe to the Truth of our Phi- 0 
loſophy, who imagine, that it 
is only a vain Idea, and a | 
meer Paradox, I would follow *' 
the Example of many Maſters in this great 
Art; I would endeavour to convince * 
ort 
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ſort of Wits of their Errors, by demon- 
ſtrating to them the Solidnefs of the Prin- 
ciples of our Science ſupported by the 
Laws, and by the Operations of Nature, 
and I would ſpeak but ſlightly of what 
belongs to the Practice: But as J have a 
quite different Deſign, and that I write 
only for you, the wiſe Diſciples of Her- 
mes, and true Sons of the Art, my only In- 
2 tention is to-ſerve you as a Guide in a way 
ſo difficult to be follow'd. Our Practice 
is in Effect a track in the Sands, where 
one ought z© conduct one's ſelf rather 
by the North Star than by any Footſteps 
which are ſeen imprinted there. The Con- 
fuſion of the Tracks, which an almoſt in- 
2 finite Number of People have left there, is 
ſo great, and one finds ſo many different 
Paths, which almoſt all of them lead into 
moft frightful Defarts, that it is almoſt im- 
poſſible not to ſtray from the true Road, 
which only the Sages favoured by Heaven 
have happily known how to find out and 
do diſcover. 

This, Confuſion ſtops the Sons of Art 
at once; ſome in the beginning, o- 
thers in the middle of this philoſophical 
Courſe, and ſome even when they ap- 
2 proach nigh the End of this painſul Jour- 
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ney, and when they begin to diſcover 
the happy End of their Undertaking ; 
but perceive not, that the little of the 
Wey which remains for them to go, is 
the moſt difficult. They know not that 
the envious of their good Fortune have 
dug Ditches and Precipices in the middle 
of the Way, and that for want of know- 
ing the ſecret Windings, whereby the Wiſe 


avoid thoſe dangerous Snares, they unhap- 


pily loſe all the Advantage which they 
ad got, at the ſame time, when the 


imagined to have ſurmounted all the Dif- 


ficulties. 


I vow ſincerely to you, that the Practice 


of our Art is the moſt difficult Thing of 


the World, not in regard to its Opera- 
tions, but in reſpect of the Difficulties 
which are in it, to learn it diſtinctly from 


the Books of the Philoſophers : For if | 


on one {ide it is called with Reaſon the 
Play of Children; on the ocher it requires 


in thoſe who ſearch for the Truth by their 
Labour, and their Study, a profound Know- 
ledge of the Principles, and of the Opera- 
tions of Nature in the three Kinds; but 
particularly in the mineral and merallick 


Kind. is a great Point to find out the 
true Matter, which is the Subject of our 
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Work; you muſt for this pierce through 
a thouſand obſcure Vails, wherewith it has 
been ſpread over ; you muſt diſtinguiſh it 
by its proper Name, among a Million of un- 
common Names, whereby the Philoſophers 
have differently expreſt it; you muſt un- Þþ 
derſtand all the Properties of it, and judge of 4 
all the Degrees of Perfection, which the Art 
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zs capable of giving to it; you muſt know if 
the ſecret Fire of rhe Wiſe, which is the | 
only Agent which can open, ſublime, pu- [| 
rify, and diſperſe the Matter to be reduced | 
into Water; you muſt for this penetrate 1 


Z into the Divine Source of the celeſtial Wa- 
ter, which operates the Solution, the Ani- 
mation and Purification of the Stone; you a 
- & muſt know how to convert our metallick F 
Water into an incombuſtible Oil, by the 
entire Solution of the Body, from whence 
it draws its Original; and to effect this, you 
e muſt make the Converſion of the Elke 
s z)ments, the Separation, and the Re- union of 
the three Principles; you muſt learn to 
- know how to make thereof a white Mer- 
- & cury, and a citrine Mercury; you muſt 
it fix this Mercury, nouriſh it with its own 
k Blood, to the End that it may be con- 
ie verted into the fixt Sulphur of the Philoſo- 
ur pherg. Theſe arc the fundamental Points of 
1 14 of 


the moſt hidden Truths. 
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our Art; the reſt of the Work is found 
clearly enough taught in the Books of the 
Philoſophers, that we have no need of an 
ampler Explanation. 
As there are three Kingdoms [ or Reigns] 
in Nature, ſo there are alſo three Medicines in 
our Art which make three different Works 
in the Practice, and which are nevertheleſs 


bur three different Degrees, which raiſe our 


Elixir to its higheſt Perfection. Theſe im- 


pon Operations of the three Works, are 


y all Philoſophers reſerved under the Key 


of the Secret, to the End that the facrcd | 
Myſteries of our divine Philofophy may 


not be revealed to the Profane; but to you 
who are the Sons of the Science, and can 
underſtand the Language of the Wiſe, the 
Locks ſhall be opened, and you ſhall have 
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the Keys of the precious Treaſures of Na- 
ture and of Art, if you apply all your Mind | 


to the Underſtanding of what I do deſign 
to tell you, in Terms as intelligible as is 


neceſſary for thoſe, who are predeſtinared | 


as you are, to the Knowledge of theſe ſub- | 


lime Myſteries. I will put into your Hands 


ſix Keys, whcrewith you may enter into | 
the Sanctuary of Philoſophy, open all its | 


Receſſes, and arrive at the Underſtanding of 


The | 
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The firſt Key. 

The firſt Key is, that which opens the 
dark Priſons, in which the Sulphur is ſhut 
up ; this is it which knows how to extract the 
Seed out of the Body, and which forms the 
Stone of the Philoſophers, by the Conjun- 
ction of the Male with the Female, of the 
Spirit with the Body; of Sulphur with 
Mercury. Hermes has manifeſtly demon- 
ſtrated the Operation of this firſt Key, by 
theſe Words: In the Caverns of the Metals 
there is hidden, the Sione which is Venerable, 
bright in Colour, a Mind ſublime, and an 
open Sea. This Stone has a bright glitter» 
ing, it contains a Spirit of a ſublime Ori- 

inal, it is the Sea of the Wiſe, in which 
they Fiſh for their myſterious Fiſh. The 
ſame Philoſopher does ſtill more particularly 
take Notice of the Nativity of this admi- 
rable Stone, when he ſays : The King ſhall 
come out of the Fire, and ſhall rejoice in his 
Marriage, and the hidden T hizgs ſhall be laid 
open. Tis a King crowned with Glory, 
who has his Nativity in the Fire, who 1s 
pleaſed with the Union of the Spouſe, which 
W 15 "_ to him. Tis this Union which 
$ * es manifeſt that which before was hid- 

| den. 
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But before I go any further, I have 
a Counſel to give you, which will be 


of no ſmall Advantage to you; that is, to 


reflect, that the Operations of each of the 
three Works, having a great deal of Ana- 
logy and Relation to one another; the Phi- 
loſophers do defignedly ſpeak in equivo- 
cal Terms, to the end that thoſe who have 
not Lyax's Eyes, may purſue wrong, and 
be loſt in this Labyrinth, from whence it 
is very hard to get out. In effect, when 
one 1magines, that they ſpeak of one 
Work, they oftcn treat of another ; take 
heed; therefore, not to be deceived here- 
in: For it is a Truth, that in each Work 
the wiſe Artiſt ought to diſſolve the Bo- 
dy with the Spirit, he muſt cut off the 
Ravens Head, whiten the Black, and ru- 
bify the White; yet it is properly in the 
firſt Operation, that the wiſe Artiſt cuts off 
the Head of the black Dragon, and of the 
Rauen. Hermes ſays, that tis from thence 
that our Art takes its beginning. What is 
horn of the Omi, is the beginning of this 


Art. Conſider, that it is by the Separati- 


on of the black, foul, and ſtinking Fume 
of the blackeſt Black, that our aſtral, white, 
and reſplendent Stone is formed, which 
containeth in its Veins the Blood of the 

| Pelican ; 
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Pelican ; tis at this firſt Purification of the 
Stone, and at this ſhining Whiteneſs, that 


the firſt Key of the firſt Work is ended. 


The ſecond Key. 

The ſecond Key diſſolves the Com- 
pound, or the Stone, and begins the Sepa- 
ration of the Elements in a philoſophical 
Manner; this Separation of the Elements 
is not made but by raiſing up the ſubtile 
and pure Parts above the thick and terre- 
* {trial Parts. He who knows how to ſubs 
lime the Stone philoſophically, juſtly de- 
ſerves the Name of a Philoſopher, ſince he 
knows the Fire of the Wiſe, which is the 
only Inſtrument, which can Work this 
Sublimation. No Philoſopher has ever open- 
ly Revealed this ſecret Fire, and this pow- 
2 erful Agent, which Works all the Won- 
ders of the Art; he who ſhall not under- 
2 ſtand it, and not know how to diſtinguiſh 
it by the Characters wherewith I have en- 
| deavoured to point it out in the Diſcourſe 
of Exdoxus and Pyrophilus, ought to make 
| a ſtand here, and pray to God to make it 
clear to him; for the Knowledge of this 
great Secret, is rather a Gift of Heaven, 
than a Light acquired by the Force of Rea- 


\® 


| {oning ; let him, nevertheleſs, read the Wri- 


tings 
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_ of the Philoſophers ; let him meditate, 
and above all let him pray ; there is no dif- 
ficulty, which may not in the end be made 
clear by Work, Meditation, and Prayer. 
Without the Sublimation of the Stone, 
the Converſion of the Elements, and the 
Extraction of the Principles is impoſſible; 
and this Converſion, which makes Water 
of Earth, Air of Water, and Fire of Air, 
is the only Way whereby our Mercury can 
be prepared. Apply your ſelf then A. N 
this ſecret Fire, which diſſolves the Stone 
naturally, and without Violence, and makes 
it diſſolve into Water in the great Sea of | 
ll | the Wiſe, by the Diſtillation which is made : 
by the Rays of the Sun, and of the Moon. 
Tis in this manner that the Stone, which ac- 
cording to Hermes is the Vine of the Wiſe, 
becomes their Wine, which by the Ope- 
rations of Art, produces their rectified Wa- 
ter of Life, and their moſt ſharp Vinegar. 
This Father of our rag 7 crys out 
concerning this Myſtery ; O bleſſed watry © 


Form, which diſſolveſt the Elements The 
Elements of the Stone could not be diſ- 
ſolved. but by this Water wholly Divine; 
nor could a perfect Diſſolution be made 


of it, but after a proportioned Digeſtion 
and 
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and Putrefaction, at which the fecond Key 
of the firſt Work 1s ended. 


T he third Key. 
The third Key comprehends of it ſelf 


alone a longer Train of Operations, than all 
the reſt together : The Philoſophers have 
ſpoken very little of it, ſeeing the Perfecti- 
on of our Mercury depends thereon ; the 
ſincereſt themſelves, as Arrephins, Treviſan, 1 
Flamel, have paſt in Silence the Preparati- 1 
ons of our Mercur, and there is hardly | 1 
one found, who h:s not feign'd inſtead 
of ſhowing the lon-zeſt and the moſt im- lit 
portant of the Op-rations of our Practice. li 
With a defign to lend you a Hand in this = 
part of the Way, which you have to go, } 
here for want of Light it is impoſſible to 
2 follow the true Road, I will inlarge my 
ſelf more than the Philoſophers have done, 
on this third Key, or at leaſt I will follow 
in an order that which they have faid of this 
Subject fo confuſedly, that without the In- 
ſpiration of Heaven, or without the help of 
a faithful Friend, one remains undoubtedl 
in this Labyrinth, without being able to find | 
, 2 a happy Deliverance from thence. I am 
ſure that you who are the true Sons of the 
Science, will receive a very great Satisfacti- 
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on in the explaining of theſe hidden My- 
ſteries, which regard the Separation, and 
the Purification of the Principles of our 
Mercury, which is made by a perfect Diſ- 
ſolution and Glorification of the Body, 
whence it had its Nativity, and by the in- 
timate Union of the Soul with its Body, 
of whom the Spirit is the only Tie which | 
' Works this Conjunction; this is the In- 
| | tention; and the eſſential Point of the O- 
perations of this Key, which terminate at 
the Generation of a new Subſtance, infi- Þ 
nitely nobler than the firſt. N 
After that the wiſe Artiſt has made a Spring | 

of living Water come out of the Stone, 
that he has preſt out the Juice of the Vine 
of the Philoſophers, and that he has made 
their Wine, he ought to take Notice, that 
in this homogenous Subſtance, which ap- 
pears under the Form of Water, there are 
three different Subſtances, and three natural | 
Principles of all Bodies: Salt, Sulphur, 
and Mercury, which are the Spirit, the 
Soul, and the Body, and though they ap- 
pear pure and perfectly united togecher, 
| there ſtill wants much of their being fo ; 
for when by Diſtillation we draw the Wa- 

ter, which is the Soul and the Spirit, the 

Body remains in the bottom of the Veſſel 


' 
©; 


r U 


PSY 


TRITLVU MR. 127 
like a dead, black, and dreggy Earth, which 
nevertheleſs is not to be deſpiſed; for in 
our Subject there is nothing which is not 
good. The Philoſopher Tohm Pontanus pro- 
reſts, that the very Superfluities of the Stone 
are converted into a true Eſſence; that he 
who pretends to ſeparate any Thing from 
our Subject, knows nothing in Philoſophy, 
and that all which is therein of ſuperfluous, 
unclean, dreggy, and in fine, the whole 
Subſtance of the Compound is made per- 
fect by the Action of our Fire. This Ad- 
vice opens the Eyes of thoſe, who to male 
an exact Purification of the Elements, and 
of the Principles, perſuade themſelves, that 

they muſt only take the ſubtile, and caſt a- 
= way the heavy; but the Sons of the Sci- 
| ence ought not to be ignorant, that the 
Fire, and the Sulphur are hidden in the Cen- 

ter of the Earth, and that you muſt waſh 

it exactly with its Spirit, to extract out of 

it the Balm, viz. the fixt Salt, which is 
the Blood of our Stone: This is the eſſen- 
tial Myſtery of this Operation, which is 
not accompliſhed till after a convenient Di- 

| geſtion, and a flow Diſtillation. Follow 

| then, ye Sons of Art, the command which 
the Truth-telling Hermes gives ve, who 
. fays in this place: But with this Wwatry Soul, 
5 * 
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we muſt mix our Vinegar, that we may poſſeſ? | 
the ſulphurous Form,; for when the Compound 
is diſſolved, it is the Key of Reſtoration. You 
know that nothing 1s more contrary than 

Fire and Water; but yet the wife Artiſt 
muſt make Peace between the Enemies, 
who at the Bottom [or Radically ] love 
one another vehemently. GCoſmopolite has 
told the manner — in a few Words: 
The Things therefore being purged, make Fire 
and Water to be Friends, Shed they wall eaſi- 
ly do in their Earth which had aſcended with| 
them, Be then attentive on this Point, 
moiſten oftentimes the Earth with its Wa- 
ter, and you'll obtain what you ſeek. Muſt 
not the Body be diſſolved by the Water, 
and the Earth be penetrated with its Hu- 
midity to be made proper for Generation? 
According to the Philoſophers, the Spirit is, 
Eve; the Body is Adam, they ought to be 
Joined for the Propagation of their Species. 
Hermes ſays the fame Thing in other Terms; 
For Water is the frongeſ Nature, which ſur 


. mounts and excites t fixed Nature in thi 


- — — 


Body, that is, rejoices it. In Effect, theſe 
two Subltances, which are of the fame Na- 
ture, but ot two different Sexes, embrace 
one another with the {ame Love, and thei 
fame Satisfaction, as the Male and the Fe 

| | maic; 
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male, and aſcend inſenſibly together, lea- 
ving but a little Fæces in the bottom of 
the Veſſel ; ſo that the Soul, the Spirit, 
and the Body, after an exact Purificati: 
on, appear at laſt inſeparably united un- 
der a more noble and more perfect Form 
than it was before, and as different from 

its firſt liquid Form, as the Alcohol of 
Wine exactly rectified, and accuated with 

its Salt, is different from the Subſtance of 

. the Wine from whence it has been drawn; 
„this Compariſon is not only very fitting, 
but it furthermore gives the Sons of Science 

„a preciſe Knowledge of the Operations of li 
it this third Key. " 


er, Our Water is a living Spring, which = 
u- comes out of the Stone, by a natural Mira= j 
N 


cle of our Philoſophy. The firſt of all 
is the Water which iſſueth out of this Stone. 
be! Tis Hermes who hath pronounced this 
great Truth. He acknowledges further, 
that this Water is the Foundation of our 
7, Art. The Philoſophers give it many Names; 
the for ſometimes they call it Wine, ſome- 
times Water of Life, ſometimes Vinegar, 
Na- ſometimes Oil, according to the different 
ace Degrees of Preparation, or according to 
the diverſe Effects, which it is capable of 
Te producing. Yet I let you know, that it is 
nale K properly 
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properly called the Vinegar of the Wiſe, 
and that in the Diſtillation of this divine 
Liquor there happens the ſame- Thing, as 
| in that of common Vinegar; you may 
i from this draw a great Inſtruction; the 
| | Water and the Phlegm aſcend firſt; the 
= otly Subſtance, in which the Efficacy of 
| | our Water conſiſts, comes the laſt. Tis 
# this middle Subſtance between Earth and 
[Mi Water, which in the Generation of the Phi- 
15 loſophical Child, does the Office of the Male; 
| Hermes makes us take particular Notice of | 
it by theſe . Words: The indiſfe- 
rent Ungnent, which 1s Fire, is the Medium 
18 between the Feces and the Water. He is not 
|| content to give theſe Lights to his Scholars, 
it he ſhows further in his ſmaragdine Table, in 
i what manner they ought to conduct them- 
ſelves in this Operation. Tore ſhall ſeparate 
the Earth from the Fire, the ſubtile from 
the thick, ſveetly, and with great Skill. Take 
care above all Things not to ſmother the 
Fire of the Earth by the Waters of the 
I" Deluge. This Separation, or rather this Ex- 
traction, moſt be done with a great deal of 
Judgment, 
| It is therefore neceſſary to diſſolye the 
* Body entirely, to extract all its Humidity | 
5 from it, which contains this precious Su- 


Pur, 
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pur, this Balm of Nature, and this won- 
derful Unguent, without which you ought 
not to hope ever to ſee in your Veſſel tis 
Blackneſs ſo deſired by all the Philoſophers. 
Reduce then the whole Compound into 
Water, and make a perfect Union of the 
volatile with the fixt 5 tis a Precept of 
Senior, which deſerves you ſhould give 
Attention to it. The higheſt Fume, ſays 
- he, ought to be reduced to the loweſt, and 
the divine Witer is the King deſcending from 
xt WR Heaven, it is the reducer of the Soul to its Boay, 
= which it at length revives. The Balm of 
2 Life is hid in theſe unclean Fæces; you 
ot ought to waſh them with this celeſti- 
„ al Water, until you have remov'd away 
in the Blackneſs from them, and then your 
n- Water ſhall be animated with this fiery 
ue Eſſence, which works all the Wonders of 
mm our Art. I cannot give you a better Coun- 
ke ſel about it than that of the great Tri/me- 
he giſtus; Dou muſt drive away from the Wa- 
he ter, the Fume which is upon it, the Blackneſs 
x» ¶ from the Unguent, and Death from the Faces. 
of But the only Means to ſucceed in this 
Operation is taught you by the ſame Phi- 
he loſopher, who adds immediately; And this 
ty % Diſſolution, which being done, we have 
ul- | 95 K 2 the 
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the oreateſt Philoſophy, and the Secret of all 


« Secrets. a 

But that you may not be deceived with 
the Term of the Compound; I will tell F 
you, that the Philoſophers have two ſorts of 
Compounds. The firſt is the Compound 
of Nature; *tis that whereof I have ſpoke 
in the firſt Key ; for it is Nature which 
makes it, in a manner incomprehenſible to the 
Artiſt, who does nothing but lend a Hand 
to Nature, by the — of external 
| Things, by the Means of which ſhe brings 
| forth and produces this admirable Com- 
pound. The ſecond is the Compound of 
Art; 'tis the wiſe Man who makes it by 
the ſecret Union of the fixt with the 
Volatile, perfectly conjoined with all the Pru- 
dence which can be acquired by the Lights 
of a profound Philoſophy. The Com- 
pound of Art is not altogether the fame Þþ 

in the ſecond, as in the third Work; yet 

it is always the Artiſt who makes it. Ge- 

ber defines it a Mixture of Argent vive 

and Sulphur, that is to ſay, of the Volatile 

and the Fixt, which acting on one another 

are volatilized and fixt reciprocally into : 

5 perfect Fixity. Conſider 2 Example of 
Nature, you'll ſce that the Earth will 
never produce Fruit, if it be not penetra- 

| ted 
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ted with its Humidity, and that the Hu- 
midity would remain always Barren, if it 
were nor retained and fixt by the Drineſs 
of the Earth. 

You ought then to be certain, that one 
cannot have any good ſucceſs in our Art; 
if you do not in the firſt Work purify 
the Serpent, born of the Slime of the Earth: 
If you do not whiten theſe foul and black 
Fæces, to ſeparate from thence the white 
Sulphur, the Sal-Armoniack of the Wile, 
which is their chaſte Diana, who waſhes 
her ſelf in the Bath. All this Myſtery 
is but the Extraction of the fixt Salt of 
our Compound, in which the whole E- 
nergy of our Mercury conſiſts. The 
Water which aſcends by Diſtillation, car- 
ries up with it a part of this fiery Salt; 
ſo that the Affuſion of the Water on the 
Body reiterated many times, impregnates, 
fattens, and fertilizes our Mercury, and 
makes it fitring ro be fixt, which 1s the 
end of the ſecond Work. One cannat 
better explain this Truth, than Hermes has 
done by theſe Words: When I ſaw that 
the Water began by Degrees to become (thicker 
and harder, I did rejoice, for I certainly knew 


that I ſhould find what I ſought for. 
K 3 Tho! 
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Tho' you might have but a very indif- 
ferent Knowledge of our Art, what I am 
going to tell you will be more than ſuf- 
ficient, to make you apprehend, that all the 
Operations of this Key, which put an end 
to the firſt Work, are no other than to 
digeſt, diſtil, cohobare, diſſolve, ſeparate, 
and conjoin, the whole with Sweetneſs 
and Patience: Thus you will have not 
only an entire Extraction of the 2 of 
the Vine of the Wiſe; but furthermore, 
you will poſſeſs the true Water of Life; 
and J let you know, that the more you 
ſhall rectify it, and the more you ſhall 
work upon it, the more Penetration and 
Virtue it will acquire; the Philoſophers have | 
not given it the Name of the Water of 
Life, but becauſe it gives Life to the Me- 
tals; It is properly called the great Luna- 
via, . its Brightneſs where with it 
Shines : They alſo call it a ſulphureous Sub- 
ſtance, a Balm, a Gumm, the viſcous Hu- 
midity, and the moſt ſharp Vinegar of the 
Philoſophers, &c. | | 

Tis not without Reaſon that the Philo- 
ſephers give this mercurial Liquor the name 
of a Ponticꝭ Water, and of a moſt ſharp 
Vinegar : Its exuberant Ponticity is the 
true Character of its Vertue. There hap- Þ 
| pens Þ 
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ens alſo in its Diſtillation, as T have alrea- 
dy faid, the fame Thing which happens in 
that of Vinegar : The Phlegm and the 
Water ariſe firſt, the ſulphureous and the 
faline Parrs aſcend the laſt ; ſeparate the 
Phlegm from the Water, unite the Water 
and the Fire together, the Mercury with 
the Sulphur, and you ſhall ſee at laſt the 
blackeſt Black, you will when the Raven, 
and rubefy the Swar. 

Since I ſpeak only to you, ye true Scho- 
lars of Hermes, I will reveal to you one 
Secret, which you will not find entirely in 
the Books of the Philoſophers. Some of 
them only ſay, that of their Liquor 
they make rwo AMercaries, the one White, 
and the other Red. Flamel has ſaid more 
particularly, that one muſt make uſe of 
the Citrin Mercury, to make the Imbibi- 
tions to the Red ; he gives Notice to the 
Sons of Art, not to be deceived in this 
Point; he aſſures you alſo, that he had 
therein been himſelf deceived, if Abraham 
the Few had not informed him of it. 
Other Philoſophers have taught, that the 
white Mercury is the Bath of the Moon, 
and that the red Aercary is the Bath of 
the Sun ; but there are none who have 
been willing to ſhow diſtinctly to the Sons 

K 4 | of 
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of the Science, by what way they may 
94 


theſe two AMercuries: If you apprehen 
me well, you have this Point already cleared 
up to you. The Lunaria is the white 
ö Mercury, the moſt ſharp Vinegar is the red 
Mercury; but the better to determine theſe 

two Mercuries, feed them with Fleſh of 
their own Species ; the Blood of Inno- 

| cents, whoſe Throats are cut, that is to 

| ſay, the Spirits of the Bodies, are the Bath 

where the Sun and Moon go to Bath theme 

] ſelves. 

T have unfolded to you a great Myſte- 
ry, if you refle&t well on it; the Philoſo- 
5 phers, who have ſpoken thercof, have paſt 
| over this important Point very lightly. 
| Coſmopolite has very wittily mentioned it 

by an ingenious Allegory, ſpeaking of the 

Purification of Mercury: This will be done, 

ſays he, f you ſhall give our old Aan Gold 

and Silver to ſwallow, that he conſume them, 

and at length he alſo aying be burnt. He 

makcs at! end of deſcribing the whole Ma- 

giſtery in theſe Terms; Let his Aſhes be 

flrow'd into the Water ; boil it until it is 

enongh, and you have a Medicine to cure tbe 

Leproſy. You mult not be ignorant, that 

| our ond Man is cur Mercum, that this 
Name agiees with him, becauſe he is the 
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firſt Matter of all the Metals; the me 
Philoſopher ſays, that he is their Water, to 
which he gives the Name of Steel, and of 
the Loadſtone, and he adds for a greater 
Confirmation of what I am about to diſ- 
cover to you: I Gold couples with it eleven 
Times, it ſends forth its Seed, and is weakened 
almoſt to Death; the Chalybs concerves and 
begets a Son more gloricus than the Father. 
Behold then a great Myſtery, which I re- 
veal to you without any Enigma ; this 
is the Secret of the two Mercuries, which | 
contain the two Tinctures. Keep them | 
ſeparately, and do not confound their Spe- | 
cies, for fear they ſhould beget a monſtrous ' 
Linage. | 

I not only ſpeak to you more intelligi- 
bly than any Philoſopher has done, bur I 
alſo reveal to you all which 1s the moſt 1 
eſſential in the Practice of our Art; if you 
meditate thereon, if you apply your ſelf 
to under ſtand it well; — above all, if you 
work according to thoſe Lights which J give 
you, I in no wiſe doubt, but you vill ob- 
tain what you ſeek for; and if you come 
not to theſe Knowledges, by the way which 
I have pointed out to you, I am very 
well aſſured that you will hardly arrive at 
your Dclign by only reading the Philoſo- 
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phers. Therefore Deſpair of nothing; ſearch 
the Source of the Liquor of a Sages, 
which contains all which is neceſſary for 
the Work; It is hidden under the Stone; 
ſtrike upon it with the Rod of Magick 
Fire, and a clear Fountain will iſſue out of 
it ; do afterward as I have ſhown you, 
prepare the Bath of the King with the 
Blood of the Innocents, an you will 
have the animated Mercury of the Wiſe, 
which never loſes its Virtue, if you keep 
it in a Veſſel well cloſed. Hermes ſays, 
that there is ſo much Sympathy between 
the purified Bodies and the Spirits, that 
they never quit one another when they are 
united together; becauſe this Union reſem- 
bles that of the Soul with the glorified Bo- 
dy, after which Faith tells us, that there 
ſhall be no more Separation nor Death. 
Becauſe the Spirits defire to be in the cleanſed 
Bodies, but havin had them, they enliven 
them, and divell in them. You ſee by this 
the Merit of this precious Liquor, to which 
the Philoſophers have given more than a 
thoufand {ferent Names; it is the Water 
of Life of the Wiſe, the Water of Diana, 
the great Lunaria, the Water of Argent 
vive ; it is our Mercary, our incombuſtible 
Oil, which in the Cold is congealed like 

Ice, 
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Ice, and is melted with Heat like Butter; 
Hermes calls it the foliated Earth, or the 
Earth of Leaves, not withour a great deal 
of Reaſon ; for if you well obſerve, it is 
all Leavy ; in a word, it is the moſt clear 
Fountain, which Count Treviſan makes men- 
tion of; in fine, it is the great Alchaheſt 
which radically diſſolves the Metals ; it 1s 
the true permanent Water, which after ha- 
ving radically diſſolved them, is inſeparably 
united to them, and increaſes the Weight 
and the Tincture. 


T he fourt h Key. 

The fourth Key of the Art, is the En- 
trance of the ſecond Work ; *tis that which 
reduces our Water into Earth ; there is 
but this only Water in the World, which 
by a bare Bolin can be converted into 
Farth, becauſe « Mercury of the Wiſe 
carries in its Center its own Szlphar, which 
coagulates it. The Terrification of the Spi- 
rit is the only Operation of this Work; 
boil then with Patience; if you have pro- | 
| 


ceeded well, you will not be a long time 
without ſeeing the Marks of this Coagu- 
lation, and if they appear not in their time, 
they will never appear ; becauſe it is an un- 
doubted Sign, that you have faikd in ſome 

eſſential 
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eſſential Thing in the firſt Operations ; for 
to corpority the Spirit, Which is our Mer- 
cum, you mult have well diſſolved the Bo- 
dy in which the Sulphur, which coagulates 
the Mercury, is incloled. Hermes aſſures, 
that our mercurial Water ſhall obtain all the 
Virtues which the Philoſophers attribute to 
it, when it ſhall be changed into Earth; 
Its Force will be entire, if it ſhall be con- 
verted into Earth, An Earth admirable for 
its Fertility : The Land of Promiſe of the 
Wiſe, who knowing how to make the 
Dew of Heaven fall upon it, make 1t pro- 
duce Fruits of an ineſtimable Price. Cf 
mopolite very well expreſſes the Advantages 
of this bleſſed Earth; He who knows how 
to congeal Nauen in Heat, and to join 4 Spi- 
rit with it, ſball truly find a T bing a thou- 
ſand Times more precious than Gold, and eve- 
I hing. Nothing comes near the worth 
of this Earth, and of this Spirit, perfectly 
bound together according to the Rules of 
our Art; they are the true Mercum, and 
the true Sulphur of the Philoſophers, the li- 
ving Male, and the living Female, who 
contain the Seed which only can beget a 
Son more illuſtrious than his Parents. Then 
cultivate diligently this precious Earth, moi- 
ſten it often with its own Humidity, dry 
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it as often, and you will not leſs augment 
its Virtues, than its Weight, and its Fer- 


tility. 
T he fifth Key. 


The fifth Key of our Work is the Fer- 
mentation of the Stone with the perfect 
Body, ro make thereof the Medicine of 
the third Order. I will fay nothing in 
particular of the Operation of the third 
Work; except, that the perfect Body is a 
neceſſary Leaven of our Paſte: That the 
Spirit ought to make the Union of the 
Paſte with the Leaven; in the ſame man- 
ner as Water moiſtens the Meal, and diſ- 
ſolves the Leaven to compoſe a fermented 
Paſte fit to make Bread. This Compa- 
riſon is very proper; Hermes firſt made it 
ſaying. For as a Paſte cannot be fermented 
without a ferment ; ſo when you ſhall have 
ſublimed, cleanſed, and ſeparated the Foulneſs 
from the Faces; when you would join them, 
put a ferment in. them, and make the Water 
Earth, that the Paſte may be made a ferment. 
On the Subject of Fermentation, the Philoſo- 
pher repeats here the whole Work, and ſhows 
that juſt ſo as the whole Lump of the Paſte 
becomes all Leaven, by the Action of the 
Ferment, which has becn added to it; fo 

all 
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all the philoſophical Confection becomes 
by this Operation a Leaven proper to fer- 
ment a new Matter, and to multiply it 
even to Infinity. 

If you obſerve well how Bread is made, 
you will find the Proportions which you 
ought to keep among the Matters, which 
compoſe our philoſophical Paſte. Do 
not the Bakers put more Meal than Lea- 
ven, and more Water than the Leaven 
and the Meal? The Laws of Nature are 
the Rules you ought to follow in the 
Practice of our Whole Magiſtery. I have 
given you upon all the principal Points, all 
the Inſtructions which are neceſſary for 
you, ſo that it would be ſuperfluous to 
tell you more of it, particularly concern- 
ing the laſt Operations, about which the 
Philoſophers have been leſs reſerved, than on 
the firſt, which are the Foundations of the 
Art. 


The fixth Key. 

The ſixth Key teaches the Multiplica- 
tion of the Stone, by the Reiteration of 
the ſame Operation, which conſiſts but in 
opening and ſhutting, diſſolving and coa- 
gulating, imbibing and drying; whereby 
the Vertues of the Stone are infinitely aug- 

mentcd; 


T1. Eo Fe 


| 


Ss. 


TriUMP n: 


merited: As my deſign has not been to 
deſcribe entirely the Practice of the three 
Medicines, but only to inſtruct you in the = 
moſt important Operations concerning the 
Preparation of Mercury, which the Philoſo- 
hers commonly paſs over in Silence; to 
ide theſe Myſteries from the prophane, 
which are only for the Wiſe ; I will tarry 
no longer upon this Point, and I will tell 
you nothing more of what relates to the 
Projection of the Medicine, becauſe the 
Succeſs you expect depends not thereon. 
I have not given you very full Inſtructi- 
ons but on the third Key, becauſe it con- 
tains a long Train of Operations, which 
though ſimple and natural, require a great 
Underſtanding of the Laws of Nature, and 
of the Qualities of our Matter, as well as 
a perfect Knowledge of Chymiſtry, and of 
the different Degrecs of Heat, which are 
fitting for theſe Operations. 

I have conducted you by the ſtraight 
Way without any Winding ; and if you 
have well minded the Road which I have 
pointed you out, I am ſure that you will go 
ſtraight to the End without ſtraying. Take 
this in good part from me in the deſign 
which I 3 of ſparing you a thouſand 


Labours, and a thouſand Troubles, which I 
my 
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my ſelf have undergone in this painful Jour- 
ney for want of an Aſſiſtance, ſuch as this 
which I give you in this Letter, which 
comes from a ſincere Heart, and a tender 
Affection for all the true Sons of the Sci- 
ence. I ſhould much bewail you, if like me, 
after having known the true Matter, you 
ſhould ſpend fifteen Years entirely in Work, 
in Study, and in Meditation, without be- 
ing able to extract out of the Stone, the 
precious Juice which it incloſes in its Bo- 
ſom, for want of knowing the ſecret Fire 
of the Wiſe, which makes to run out of 


1 | this Plant (dry and withered in Appearance) 
} a Water which wets not the Hands, and 
which by a magical Union of the dry Wa- 
0 ter of the Sea of the Wiſe, is diſſolved in- 
„ ; to a viſcous Water, into a mercurial Li- 
j quor, which is the Beginning, the Foun- 
U dation, and the Key of our Art; convert, 
{ ſeparate, and purify the Elements as I have 
#' taught you, and you will poſſeſs the true 
N Mercury of the Philoſophers, which will give 
; you the fixt Sulphur, and the univerſal 
| Medicine. 

Bur I give er Notice, that after you 
| ſhall be arrived at the Knowledge of the 
| ſecret Fire of the Wiſe, yet {till you ſhall 


not attain your Point at your firſt Career. 
I have 
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I have erred many Years in the way which 


remains to be gone, to arrive at the myſte- . 
rious Fountain where the King bathes him- 
ſelf, is made Young again, and retakes a 


new Life exempt from all forts of Infirmi- 
ties. Beſides this you muſt know how to 
purify, to heat, and to animate the Royal 
Bath; tis to lend you a Hand in this ſe- 
cret Way, that I have expatiated on the 
third Key, where all theſe Operations are 
deſcrib'd. I wiſh with all my Heart, that 
the Inſtructions which I have given you, 
may make you go directly to the End. But 
remember, ye Sons of the Science, that the 
Knowledge of our Magiſtery comes rather 
by the Inſpiration of Heaven, than from 
the Lights which we can get by our ſelves. 
This Truth is acknowledged by all Philo- 
ſophers ; tis for that Reaſon that it is not 
enough to. Work ; Pray daily, read good 
Books, and meditate Night and Day on the 
Operations of Nature, and on what ſhe 
may be able to do when ſhe is aſſiſted 
by the help of our Art, and by theſe 
means you will ſucceed without doubt in 
po Undertaking. This is all which I 


had to fay to you in this Letter: I was 


not wiling to make you ſuch a long 
Diſcourſe as the Matter ſeemed to 7 
VCC mand 
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mand ; neither have I told you any thi 

but what's eſſential to our 2 5 der K 
you know our Stone, which is the onl 

Matter of our Stone, and if you have the 
Underſtanding of our Fire which is both 
Secret and Natural, you have the Keys of 
the Art, and you can calcine our Stone; 
not by rhe common Calcination which is 
made by the Violence of Fire, but by a 
e, Jagp Calcination which 1s purely 

Jatural. 

Yet obſerve this with the moſt enlight- 
ned Philoſophers, that there is this Diffe- 
rence betweln the common Calcination 
which is made by the Force of Fire, and 
the Natural Calcination ; that the firſt de- 
ſtroys the Body, and conſumes the great- 
eſt Part of its radical Humidity ; but the 
ſecond does not only preſerve the Humi- 
dity of the Bedy in calcining it, but ſtill 
it conſiderably Augments it. | 
Experience will give you knowledge in 
the Practice of this great T ruth, for you will 
in Effect find that this r awry Calci- 
nation, which ſublimes and diſtils the Stone 
in calcining it, much augments its Humi- 
dity ; the Reaſon is, that the igneous Spi- 
rit of the natural Fire is corporified in 
the Subſtances Which are Analogous to it. 

: 7 Our 
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Our Stone is an Aſtral Fire, which ſym- 
pathizes with the natural Fire, and which 
is a true Salamander receives its Nativity, 
is nouriſh'd and grows in the Elementary 
Fire, which is Geometrically proportioned 
to it. 


The Name of the Author in Latin ts 
in this Anagram. 


Dives ſicut Ardens S** *, 


- 
— — ei 
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To the READER. 


bar bren thought pro- 
| = N per (as mentioned in the 
Preface) to join with this 

Teatiſe a Tranſlation of 
THE ANCIENT WAR 
OF THE ANIGHTS, done from the 


Original German ; that ſo the Lo- 


vers of this Science might be able to 


compare it with that done from the 


French; which, by Reaſon of its paſ- 


ſing firſt into Latin, and from thence 


into French, has loft of its priſtine 
Senſe, as will be found upon the he- 
ruſal of the ſame. And, tomake the 
Work ſtill more compleat, ſome An- 
noc ation haue been added (from a 
German Edition) upon the moſt mate- 
rial Points, where the ſaid French 
Tranſlation differs from the German 
Original. 


* 


U 


The Antient 


War of the NIGHTS, 


Being a ſhort Alchymiſtical 


DIALOGUE 


Betwixt our 


STONE, GOLD and MERCURY, 


Of the true Matter, of which thoſe who 
have traced Nature, do prepare the Philo- 
fopher's Stone, by Means of a due Ma- 
nagement, with Help of Lunar Vulcan. 


Deſcrib'd by an Experienc'd Philoſopher. 
Tranflated from the German Original. 


Fay AACAY 
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Diſpntation of Gold and Mercury, with the 
Stone of the Philoſophers. 


True Philoſopher writes thus: By 
zf Kd God Almighty, and upon my 
-— Salvation, do I tell you (yeu 
3 Lovers of this excellent Art) 
ſorm a ſincere Heart, and out of Com- 

paſſion for thoſe which have ſought a le 
time in vain, that our (*) whole Work 
tak - comes 
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comes forth out of one Thing, which is 
| 


compleated in it ſelf, and needs no more 
2. but to be (*) diſſolved and recoagulated ; 
| and this it muſt do of it ſel6 without all 
40 foreign Things. 
14 As Ice which is put Over the Fire in a 
dry Veſſel, and by Heat turns into Water: 
3. (*) In the ſame manner it is with dur 
Stone, which wants nothing but the help 
of the Operation of. the Artiſt, and of the 
g. natural (*) Fire. For of it ſelf it cannot 
Il do it, although it ſhould lie [or remain] 
WF for ever in the Earth, therefore it muſt be 
Wo aſſiſted; yet not ſo, as to join foreign and 
contrary Things with it. But thus, as God 
gives us the Corn in the Field, and we 
muſt grind and bake it ſor to make Bread 
5» thereof: In like manner in this; (*) God 
has created for us this Mineral, [or Oar] 
which we take by it ſelf, deſtroy the groſs 


away the Superfluity, and make out of the 
Poiſon, a Medicine. 

That you may underſtand this the bet- 
ter, I'll recite you a fine Dialogue and Dit- 
putation which happen'd betwixt the Store 
of the Philoſophers, Gold, and Mercury, by 


- 


Body, extract the interiour Goodneſs, put 


which thoſe who know a little [or in ſome 
5, Meaſure] how to (* dzal with Metals and 
Minerals, 


. * 5 *. * 
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Minerals, (having ſought a long time in 
vain,) may eaſily arrive to the true Foun- 
dation. And it will be neceſſary; that one 
learn to know (*) the exteriour and interi- 7. 
our Quality of each Thing in the Earth, 
and what it is radically capable of, [or what 
it 15 Tre of by (the Foundation of) Na- 
ture. 

Gold and Merrary came at a certain time 
to a Stone with an armed Hand, in the In- 
tention to ſubdue it. 

And Gold began thus in a rude manner, 


101 ing. 
GOLD. 


You poiſonous Worm and Dragon, (*) 8, 
why do you pretend to be above me and 
my Brother Mercury! Being I am the moſt 


high, moſt noble, and moſt conſtant Me- 
tal; and all Princes and Lords, and likewiſe 


all ordinary Men, ſeek to obtain Riches 
from {or to grow Rich by working with] 
me and my Brother Mercury, whereas you 
are an Enemy of all Men and Metals, and 
you know, that the Phyſicians praiſe me ex- 


| 
1 


, | ceedingly to be (“) for the Health of 9. 


Men? 
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To which our Stone anſwereth. 
Dear Gold, why are you not angry with 
God, and enquire, why he hath not cre- 


. ated in you, what is found in me? 


TAK + - G O LD. 
God has given me the Honour, the 


Beauty, and the Praiſe, wherefore, I am de- q 


fired by the whole World, and becauſe I 
am the moſt conſtant Metal, in the Fire 


and out of the Fire, for that Reaſon I am ; | 
loved by every Body. But as for you, | 
10. you are (*) Volatile, you turn Unfaithful 


and deceive the People; for one ſees, that 


you fly away | or eſcape] out of the Hands 4 


of thoſe that work with you. 


The STONE. 
Dear Gold, *tis true, God has _ you 
Honour, Beauty and Conſtancy, 


for 


— 


or which 
you ought to be thankful unto God, and 
not deſpiſe others; but as for your —_ 
raging me thus, you do it with Untruth ; | 
and I fay, you are not the Gold, of which 
11. the Philoſophers write, (*) but the ſame is 
cConcealed within me: For although it is 
true that I am Volatile in the Fire, never- 
theleſs you know, that God and Nature 
12. (*) have ordered me thus, and I muſt be fo, | 
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for my Volatility is to the Advantage of the 
Artiſt; and if he (the ſaid Artiſt) can duly 
extract the ſame, yet remains within me the 
conſtant Soul, which is much more con= ö 
ſtant than you Gold, and all your Brothers 
Ml. and Companions ; no Fire or Water can | 


-. J conſume or deſtroy her, as long as the = 
1 World laſts. Nor is it to be imputed to | 
r e $ mes that I am ſought for by thoſe, who | 
m |} cannot duly work with me, or prepare me, 


and join often foreign and contrary Things 
ful with me, ſuch as Waters and Powders, 
whereby they deſtroy my innate Nature and 
ds Quality. [or Property. ] Belides this, there 
is (&) not one in an Hundred, that works z, 
with me, but all of them ſeek to compleat 
the Art with you Gold and your Brother 
00 Aercury: W herein however they err, and 
ich Work falſely, it being apparent, that all of 
Ak them bring nothing to effect, but employ their | 
Da- Sold in vain, deltroy [or ruin] themſelves 4 
4 by it, and are reduced to Poverty; which is | 
ich © moſt to be imputed to you Sol, who know 1 
es \ particularly well, that no true Gold or Sil- 1 
+ is ver can be made without me, for I alone \ 
er. | have that Power. Why then do you allow 
ure that almoſt the whole World works chiefly 
Gall with you and your Brother Mercury? If 
c | then you were indeed ſincere, and did de- | 


D 3] fire 
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fire to deal honeftly, you would appraiſe the 
People, and warn them to avoid Damages; 
wherefore I may well fay with Truth, that 


- you are the Cheat. 


. 


15. 


GOLD. 
I'll prove it by the Phile/apher's Sayings, 
that the Art may be compleated by me and 
my Brother Adercury. For read Hermes, 


who ſays thus: (*) The Sun is its Father, 


and the Moon is its Mother, now *tis I who 
am compared to the Sun. 


Likewiſe A. ſtor le, Avicenn, Pliny, S a 
pion, Hippocrates, Dioſcorides, Meſue, Raſis, 


Averrhoes, Geber, Raymund Lally, Albertus 
Magnus, Arnold of V illa-Noua, I homas A. 


quinas, and many others, which I omit for 


Brevity's fake ; all theſe ſay plain and di- 
ſtinctly, that the Tinctures, as well as the 
Metals, muſt be compoſed of Sulphur and 


incombuſtible, and conſtant H fix d] in the 
Fire, and the Mercury muſt be bright [or 


clean] and clearly purified, and they write 
without any winding Expreſſions [or Cir- 
cumlocution,] naming me openly by my | 


Name, and ſay, that in me Gold, is the 
well digeſted, conſtant, [or fix d] incombu- 
ſtible, red Sulphur, which is allo true; and it 

is 


Mercury, and the (*) Sulphyr muſt be red, | 
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is obyious to every Body, that I am the 
molt conſtant Metal, and have the beſt Sul. 


phur of all, which cannot be conſumed by 


Fire, but is quite fixed. 
Then Mercury aſſented with his Diſcourſes 
to what the Gold had advanced, and add- 
ed: It were true, what his Brother, the 
Gold had told, and might be prov'd by 
the aforeſaid Maſters. And that likewiſe 
it were known commonly and by every 


Body (*) what great Love and Unity there 16. 


were betwixt them two, above all other 
Metals; which might eaſily be prov'd, by 
only this ocular Demonſtration, that when 
Goldſmiths, or ſuch like Workmen will 
gild Things, they cannot do without Gold 
and Mercury, but take them and put them 
together, and unite them with very little 


: Pains. What then might not be done, with 


more Pains and Diligence, with more Work 


and longer Labour? 


Our STONE E. 
Then our Stone replyed in a merry Hu- 


mour: Truely, you both deſerve to be 


laugh'd at with your Proofs ; and I admire 
more eſpecially of you Gold, who boaſt fo 
very much of your ſelf to be good for a 
great many Things, [or Uſes,] thar you 

[* 4] have 
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have no more Senſe than that comes to; 
do you think that the old Philoſophers have 
fitted their Writings barely to the common 
literal Senſe or Interpretation, and will be 
underſtood in that manner? 


GIL D 

The aforecited Maſters have Writ no 
Untruth, and thcy all agree concerning my 
Virtue, but there have been ſome, who have 
ſought for my Virtues in other improper 
Things, viz. in various Herbs, Animals, 
Blood, Urine, Hair, Sperm, and the like, 
who therefore have 3 and perhaps have 
Writ erroneouſly too; but the aforeſaid 
Maſters have good Teſtimony, that they 
have poſſeſo d the Art indeed; for which 
Reaſon their Writings may very well be 


credited. 


F 


I do no ways doubt, and it is very true 
that they have poſſeſs'd the Art indeed; 


ſome however excepted of thoſe whom you | 


have quoted. But when they name barz- | 
ly the Name of Gold and Mercury, they do | 
it to hide the Art from the ſenſeleſs [Dun- 
ces] and the unworthy, knowing very 
well, that ſuch only dwell upon Names and | 

| written þ 


* 
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written Proceſſes, without meditating fur- 
ther upon the Foundation of this Matter. 
But the Prudent and Diligent read with 
Prudence, and ponder how one Squares 
with the other; out of which they get a 
Foundation; finding thus by Speculation, and 
from the Philoſopher's Sentences, the true 
Matter, which no Philoſopher ever named 
and defcrib'd openly by its true Name. 
This they prove themſelves, when they 
ſay, where we write plaineſt, [or open] ac- 
cording to the common Senſe | or Interpre- 
tation] there we have moſt concealed the 
Art. (*) Bur where we ſpeak by Para- 17, 
bles and Sentences, there we have truly diſ- 
cloſed the Art. And where they write 
of Gold or Mercury, they however -ſoon-af- 
ter that, tell and explain themſelves, ſay ing, 
that their Gold is no common Gold, nor 
their Mercury common Mercury; by Rea- 
ſon, that Gold, becauſe of its Perfection, 
cannot be alter'd or chang'd, becauſe it is 
grown already to a quite perfect Metal; and 
although one ſhould extract its Colour a 
hundred Times, and Work never fo art- 
ful with it, nevertheleſs it cannot tinge any 
more, than juſt ſo much as it has Colour 
and Tincture in it ſelf. Therefore the Phi- 
laſephers ſay, (*) If vou ſearch in imper- 18. 
| fect 


10 The HERMETICAIL 


fet Things, you there will find the Per- 


fection, as you may read in the Roſary. 
Likewiſe Ramund Lilly, whom your ſelf 
have quoted as a Teſtimony, fays thus: 
What ſhall be meliorated, muſt not be per- 
fect ; nothing is changed [or altered] in 
perfect Things, it rather is quite deſtroy'd 
and ſpoil'd. 


G0 £.D. 

I know indeed that they fay thus ; but 
that may be underſtood of my Brother 
Mercury, who as yet is imperfect; and when 
we two mix our ſelves with each other, 
he then is made perfect by me; for he is 

of the Feminine. and TI of the Maſculine Sex. 
Therefore the Philoſophers ſay, that the Art 
is entirely an Homogeneum. You ſee the 
ſame in Men, that no Child is produced, 
but by conjunction of Male and Female. 


And the ſame is to be ſeen in all Animals 
which have Lite. 


Our STONE. 
Thy Brother Mercury is indeed imper- 
19. fect () yet therefore is not he the Aer- 
cury of the Philoſophers : And if you two 
thould mix your ſelves together and were 
kept in the Fire [or in digeſtion] for ma- 


*. 
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| ny Years, it were nevertheleſs impoſſible 


that you two could really be united roge- 
ther; for as ſoon as Mercury feels the Fire, 


he ſlips from you going on high, and ſub- 
© limes it ſelf on the top, leaving you in 
in the bottem. Or if you are join d to- 


ether with corroſive Waters, and are diſ- 


7 ſolved, diſtilled, and coagulated, you yield 
nothing elſe but a red Powder and Præci- 


pitate, which if it is thrown [by Projecti- 


on] upon imperſect Metals, it tinges not; 


but only ſo much of you Gold is found 


again, as was taken at the Beginning, and 
your Brother Mercury eſcapes entirely from 
you; which the Searchers in Alchimy have 


experienc'd for many Years, and are con- 


; vinc'd of it by their own no ſmall damage. 


But as for your referring to the Sentences 


of the Ancients, who fay, that the Art 
is wholly an Homogeneum, and that no 


Child can be produced but by Male and 
Female, which you fancy, the Philoſophers 
did to hint at you and your Brother Mer- 
Cary by it; that is not thus neither, but 
miſunderſtood by you, altho' they (writing 
thus) ſpeak very right and proper ; for I 
tell you in Truth, that even this is (*) the 
Cornerſtone laid by the Ancients, at which 


many Thouſands have ſtumbled. Do you 
imagine 


11 


19. 
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2 r. imagine it is with Metals (*) juſt as with 


O ; | 
other Things, which have Life ? You fare 


in this, as all thoſe who work wrongly in 
this Art; when you read theſe Things in 
in the Philoſopher's Writings, you do not 
medirate on the Scope, and whether it agrees 
with what has been ſaid before, or what is 
{aid after that; for what the Philoſophers have 
deſcrib'd of this Art with ſuch parabolical 
Words, 1s ſolely to be applied to me, and 
to no other Thing in the World; for 'tis 


22, 1 alone that do perform it, and (*) withe 


out me no true Gold or Silver can be made. 


GOLD. 

Good God!] are you not afraid to com- 
mit a Sin, and have no ſhame to tell ſuch 
a Lie? And are you fo audacious, as to ap- 
ply [or kane? folely unto you, what ſo 
many Philoſophers and Learned Men have 
written of this Art in ſeveral Ages? You, 
who are an only, groſs, poiſonous, and 
unclean Thing, and yet confeſs, that the 
Art is an Homogeneum ; and you affirm 
beſides this, that without you, who are (*) 


3 ? T_* 
I the Univerſal, no true Gold or Silver can 


be made; whereas it is known, that man 

have ſought fo aſſiduouſſy and diligently, 

that they have found fome other ways, 
| which 
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which are called particulars, from which 
they may have a good Profit. 


Our STONE. 

My Dear Gold, do not wonder at what 
T have told you, and do not thus impudent- 
ly and imprudently give me the Lie, be- 
cauſe T am older than your ſelf. (*) And 
although I had been miſtaken in this, you 
ought to * my Age ; for you are not 
ignorant, that Age ought to be honour'd. 

But to fave my Honour, I'll prove by 
the Maſters you have cited, that I ſpoke 
Truth, whoſe Teſtimonies [being quoted 


13 


24 


by your own ſelf,] you have no Reaſon 


to object againſt. And firſtly, Hermes ſays 
thus: In Iluth, without Lie, certain, and 
moſt true, is this, that that which is un- 
der, is like to that which is above, and that 
which is above, is like unto that below, (*) 
by this you may attain to Miracles and 
Wonders of one Thing. 
Item, Ariſtole writes thus; Oh]! What 
a ſtrange Thing is this, for it has in it ſelf, 
all what we ſtand in need of; it kills it ſchf, 
and gets Life again of it ſelf; (*) it eſpcuſcs 
it ſelf, it begets it ſelf, and brings forth [cr 
gener ate] of it ſelf, it diſſolves it ſclſ inn its 
own Blocd, and recoagulates it ſelf with the 
{cific ; 
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ſame; it grows White and Red of it (elf, 


and we add nothing more to it, nor do we | 
change any Thing, only we ſeparate the | 


Terreſtreity and the Groſſneſs from it. 


Item, Plato the Philoſopher ſays thus of 
me: Tis even but one and the ſame [or 


only] Thing in it {elf ; (V it has a Body, a 
Soul, a Spirit, and the four Elements, over 
which it has Deminion ; and it does not want 
to borrow any Thing of other Bodies, for it 
brings forth or generates it ſelf] only of it 
ſelf, and all Things are in it. 


Many Teſtimonies more of theſe Maſters 


could I proffer, but it being unneceſſary, 1 
omit them for Brevity's Sake. 

However, as for Particulars, of which 
vou make mention, it is thus with them: 
Some are come thus far, that they have 
been able to (*) extract my tinging Spirit, 
which they have joined to other Metals, 
and brought it about by many Operations, 
that I have participated to ſuch Metals as 
had any Affinity with me, a ſmall Matter 
of my Virtue and Power ; which, however, 
but very few ſucceeded in: Likewiſe did 
they partly find it by Chance. (*) And by 
Reaſon that they did not penctrate into the 
Foundation, whence Tinctures come, therc- 
fore they could nor proceed further, and 

thus 


* 
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thus they could not reap very great Advan- 


. 


tages therefrom. But if the Artiſt (*) had zo. 


looked further about for my own [ proper 
Wife, and joined | or united | me with her, 
I then could have tinged a thouſand Times 
more: But they thus ſpoiled my Nature 
[or Property | with foreign Things. How- 
ever, . they ſound, (although but 
a ſmall Matter in Compariſon of my true 
Power and Efficacy, ) it proceeded from me, 
and of no other Thing whatſoever. 


COLD. 


What you have ſaid is no ſufficient 
proof: For although they | the Philoſephers 
write of one only Thing, in which are con- 
rained the four Elements, and a Body, a 
Soul, and a Spirit; they thereby inſinuate 
{ or give to underſtand ] the Tincture, after 
the ſame has been compleatly finiſhed : It 
muſt nevertheleſs be compoſed in the begin- 
ning of me Gold, and my Brother AZer- 
cry, we being the Male and Female Seed, 
25 has been mentioned; and when we are 
brought to Maturity [or compleated by Di- 
geſtion] we then are both that] one T hing, 
of which they write, 


Our 
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It is no ways thus; and J have told you 


z Is before, (*) that it is not poſſible for you 


two, | to perform it,] for you two are not 


one Body, but two Bodies, and you are 


in the Foundation of Nature | or Radically ] 


z 2. Contrary to each other. (*) Bur as for me, 


I have an imperfect Body ; a pure, mo 
trating, tinging, and conſtant [or fixed 
Spirit; and beſides this, a clear, bright, vo- 
latile, and moveable Adercury ; and am alone 
capable of what both of you together do 
indeed boaſt of, but are not able to perform 
it; for in me is the Philoſopher's Gold, and 
the Mercury of the Wiſe. For this Reaſon 


2 z. the Ancients ſay : (*) our Stone is not Vi- 

i:ble, nor our Mercury to be had, but out 
54. of the {oft (*) uncorrupted [or proper] Bo- 
dies, and neither of the two can be attain- 


ed without the other; wherefore I alone 
do yield the Xlale and Female Seed, and 
am wholly an Floinogencum; allo am I called 
an Jlermaphrodite. 

Richardes Auglas too, witneſſes the fame 
of me, faying : The firſt Matter of our 
Stone is called Rebis, that is to ſay, a Thing, 

which 
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which by Nature has a double quality [or 
property | concealed in it ſelf ; and it is like- 
wiſe call'd an Hermaphrodite, that is, a 
Matter, which is not eaſily to be diſtin- 
guiſh'd, whether it be a Male or Female; 
by Reaſon, that it inclines to both Parts. 
Therefore a Medicine is made, (V out of 
a Thing, [or one Thing] which 1s the 
Water of the Body and Spirit. 

This has occaſioned the ſaying, that this 


Medicine has by its e£rigma's deceived ma- 


ny Fools. The Art, however, requires but 
one Thing, which is known to every Bo- 
dy; many with for it, and yet it is but one 


only Thing; [or Matter ; | (Y) nothing is 


to be compared to it, and yet it is mean 
and cheap: But for this it ought not to be 
deſpiſed, for it makes and brings forth [or 
compleats | admirable Things. 

Alnus the Philoſopher ſays : You Opera- 


tors in this Art, you ought to be of a fixed 


Mind in your Work, not beginning and 
trying ſometimes with one Thing, and ſome- 


times with another; for the Art confiſte not 
in Multitude of Species's, but in Body and 


Soul. And for a (certain) Truth, the Me- 


* ciicine of our Stone is one Thing, one Veſ- 
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ſterpiece of] Art is begun with one Thing, 
and is ended with one Thing; although 
the Philoſophers, in order to hide the Art, 
have pretended to point out many. other 
ways, as for Inſtance : continual Cooking, 


or Digeſtion, | Mixtion, Sublimation, Tri- 


turation, and Siccation, and as many other 
Names [or Allegories | as the fame may be 
named withal. (*) However, the Soluti- 
on of the Body is not brought about, but 
in its own Blood. a: 4 

Geber ſays thus: In the Foundation (or 
in the Root] of the Nature of Mercury, is 
Sulphur, which perfects it, . the Mer. 
cui] by cooking and digeſting it during 
a long time in the Veins of the Mines. 

Thus, my dcar Gold, with what has 
been ſaid, you are ſufficiently convinced, 
that it is only in me, and J alone can per- 
form all, without the Aſſiſtance of you and 
all your Brothers; nor do I want you any 
ways, although all of you want me: [Or 
have Occaſion for me:) For ] can perfect 
you all, and bring you to a higher Degree, 
than what you are by Nature. 

Then 18 Gold grew angry, and not 


knowing any more what to anſwer, con- 
ſulted with its Brother Mercury, and agreed 
upon 


TRIUMPH. 


upon this, that they would aſhft one ano- 
ther, who being two in Number, and our 


19 


Stone but ſingle, they (becauſe they could 


get no Advantage upon it by difputing) 
would by their double Power deſtroy it 
[or kill it] by the Sword. 

But when the Fight began, our Stone iſ- 
ſued Strength, or Power, | (*) and deſtroy- 
ed and conquered them both: And ſwallow- 
ed them [in ſuch a manner] that nothing at 
all was to be ſeen of them; nor what was 


become of them. 


Thus, you my dearly beloved who fear 


38. 


God, you have here a true and ſufficient 


Narrative [or Inſtruction] to underſtand 
the Foundation [or Root] of the higheſt 
and moſt precious Treaſure. For no Philo- 
* ſopher did ever declare himſelf fo plain and 
2 openly. 


You therefore want nothing elſe, but 


that you pray to God that he may grant 


you, to attain to ſuch a dear and preci- 
ous Jewel : Next to this quicken your 
Thoughts, and read with Prudence, work 
with Diligence, and haſte not in [the Pre- 
paration of ] this precious Work ; for (*) 
it muſt have its natural Time, | or its Time 


| "ordained by Nature, | like Fruit on a Tree, 


EY or 


39. 
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or Grapes on a Vine, Be likewiſe of a 
Will and Intention, or elſe the Lord will 


grant you nothing; for God gives it to 


40. thoſe, who deſire ro do good with it, (*) 


and takes it, or detains it from ſuch as 
would employ it to ill Uſes. 


T he Lord give you his Bleſſing. Amen, 
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ANNOTATIONS 


Upon the moſt 


Material Paſſages, 


Where the French Tranſlation of 
THE ANCIENT WAR OF THE 
KNIGHTS, differs from the Ger- 
man Original. 


From a GERMAN Edition. 


. H E German Original ſays 
by Number 4. Of ir ſelf it 
cannot do it, altho it ſhould 
bie for ever IN the Earth; 
but the French Tranſlation 
=== ſays: Though it ſhould for 


* ever remain ON THE EARTH. Tis 


| probable the Tranſlator into Larin did ſay in 


[ * : terra; 


; 
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terra, which indeed ſometimes may be under- 
ſtood on the Earth, and is taken thus in the 
Lord's Prayer : Sicut in Calo & in Terra, 
thy Will be done on Earth ; but in this 
place it ſhould be otherways, viz. in the 
Eart 2 | 
** | 
By Number 9. the German Original ſays : ll * 
To which OUR Stone anſwereth ; but in the 
French the word Onr 1s omitted ; for it fays, 
the Stone anſwered. Tis ſuppoſed the Tran- 
ſlator into Latin has omitted firſt the word 
Our, not knowing perhaps that there is a 
difference between the Stone of the Philoſo- 
phers, and between the Stone called thus ſim- 
ply. But the French Commentator, as an in- 
genious Philoſopher, would not have omitted 
the word Our, but perhaps rather have gi- 
ven a learned Explication about it, if ſo be 
he had found it in the Latin Tranſlation; 
For when the Philoſophers ſay, Our Stone, 
they ſpeak of it, as in that Condition, when 
it is work'd upon to be brought to Perfecti- 
on, and pluſquam Perfection, viz. to the | 
Quality commonly called, The Philoſophick | 
Stone. But when it is barely called The | 
Stone, without any other Epithet, in that 
Calc it may be applied to the Stone, either 
generally, 
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t 290 


TRIUMPH. 


generally, vic. in all and every one of its States 
and Conditions, or elſe it is taken in parti- 
cular (to diſtinguiſh the Stone of the Phi- 
toſophers, or its Matter) when it is ſtill un- 
der the Operations of Nature, and not yet 
brought ſo far as that the Artiſt may aſliſt 
Nature by a prudent Imitation of her. But 
as ſoon as the Philoſophers work upon it, it is 
then properly and in particular called Their 
Stone. Tis true, the Philoſophers ſometimes 
confound on purpoſe theſe two Denomina- 
tions, becauſe of the unworthy ; bur ſince 
the German Philoſopher makes fuch a Di- 
ſtinction, the Tranflator into Latin ought 
not to have deprived the Hermetick Diſci- 


ples of the fame ; for they —_ take Oc- 
caſion thereby, to meditate, w 
one time The Stone, and at another time 


y *tis called 


Ozxr Stone; as likewiſe in what manner the 


Author ſpeaks when he calls it merely The 


Stone, and what he ſays when he diſtin- 
guiſhes it with the word Our. Twas wrong 
therefore to be guilty of ſuch an Omiſſion, 
as not to give it the Denomination of Our 


Srone, as often as it was found in the German 
Original; but in Lieu thereof, to call it al- 
ways merely The Stone. 


Pn 2 By 
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By Number 10. the Germas Original 
fays : Dear Gold, tis true, God has given you 
Honour, Beauty, and Conſtancy ; which is ren- 
dered by the French in this manner: Tis 
true, my dear Gold, tis God who has given 
you THE Honour, THE Durability, and 
THE Beaxty. This is faid by the Stone as, 
an Anſwer to what Gold advanced in its, 
Reproach juſt before by Number 9. in, 
which Reproach Gold uſes the Article the, WW. 

1 
t 
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viz. the Honour, &c. thereby to aſſume to 
it ſelf al the Honour, Beauty, and Praiſe 
which is to be found in the Operation andi, 
Art of the Philoſophers ; for the German t 
Tongue has this Property, that the Addition, 
of the Article The takes in all, or the whole. In 
Therefore the Stone in its Anſwer (accord- Au 
ing to the German Original) limits very Ih. 
much thoſe Vertues (which Gold boaſts of) 
by the Omiſſion of the Article, ſaying: 
God has given it Honour, which is tog. 
fay : God has given it ſome Honour, in- 
rending as it were, thereby to intimate, that, 
Gold poſſeſſes but a part of fuch Vertues ;,,.. 
and it alſo gives to Amr in the follow- m 
ing Diſcourſes, that the Stone it ſelf has 
communicated in the Earth ro Gold, thai 
"7 Heal: 
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has 


tha 


CH, 


TrIUMPH. 


Honour, Beauty, &c. which it poſſeſſes, 
and who 1s beholden for the fame to the 
Stone; ſo that it ought not to pretend from 
that, to have the Chief, or ſo much as any 
part at all in the Philoſophical Work, eſpe- 
cially with the Excluſion of the Stone, whom 
Gold wrongly vilifies. | 
Tis, however, not the fault of our emi- 
nent French Philoſopher, that the ſaid Arti- 
cle P has been made uſe of in the reply 
of the Stone, it having happened by Acci- 


dent; for as he did not tranſlate the ſaidd 


Treatiſe, called, The War of the Knights, from 
the German Tongue, but from the Latin, in- 
to which it had been tranſlated firſt; and 
the Latiz Tongue having no Articles, it was 
not poſſible for him to know, whether or 


Ino, or at what place the Article was made 


ſuſe of in the Original; ſo that it ſeems to 


have crept in, at the place aforeſaid, by mere 


hance. 

Tis nevertheleſs true, that the Latin Tran- 
ſlator is to blame; for in Caſe he had been 
careful to render the Author's Intention ex- 
Fact, he might have done it, although it was 


not poſſible to do it by an Article; and it 


might have been given in theſe or the like 
Words: Verum eff, Deum tibi honoris, pul- 
ſhritudinis & in igne conftantie ALIQUID 
W + [or 
' 
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[or NECESS ARIU M1 TIBI DL 
MENSUM | conceſſiſſe. 


* 
* * 

By the laſt mentioned Number there ſol- 
lows ſoon after: But as for your 4 paraging 
me thus, you do it with Untruth, which Words 
have been left out in the French. Whoſe 
Fault ſoever it be, it 1s certain, the Words 
are very expreſſive, (as almoſt all the reſt of 
the ſaid Treatiſe,) and give to underſtand, 
that the Addition of Vulgar Gold to the 


philoſophical Work; tends to the faid Work's 
Deſtruction. 


* 
* * 

By Number 13. the German Original 
lays : It being Apparent, that all of them bring 
nothing to Effect, but employ their Gold in vain, 
[ard] DESTROY THEMSELVES 
BY IT. But the French fays : For tis im- 
profitably that they employ their Gold, and that 
they ENDE AVOUR TO DESTROY 
F3. 

The Latin Tranſlator has in this Paſſage 
taken the German (for the word deſtroy) 
quite wrong, having probably faid thus : 
Aurum inutiliter impendunt & corrumpunt — 
which is altogether againſt the Senſe and 
Meaning of the Original. 


The 
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The French Philoſopher has very well 
perceived, that this Paſſage could not be right, 
and therefore did not render it into French 
in the ſame Senſe, viz. That they deſtroy the 
Gold, but ſays, T hat they endeavonr to deſtro 
it ; knowing very well, that it is not — 
ble for them to deſtroy the Gold. 

The Tranſlator into Latin finding the 


word deſtroy in the German, would have 


kept the true Meaning of the ſame Author, 
if he had faid : Animadvertimus, quod hiſce 


nihil efficiant, ſed potius aurum corum inutili- 


ter impendant, eoque ipſo deficientes miſerè peſ= 


ſum cant, & in ſumman egeſtatem incidant. 


* * 

By the laſt quoted Number, the German 
Original ſays in the reply of Gold : 7// 
prove it by the Philoſopher”s ee that the 
Art may be compleated by me an my Brother 
Mercury; concerning which it is to be no- 
ted, that in the French, the Words: Aud 
my Brother Mercury, have been omitted. 

* * 

By Number 15. the German Original 
ſays: And they write without any winding 
Expreſſions. But the French ſays, withoxt 


any Reſerve. 
| have By 
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By Number 19. the German Original 
ſays : Thy Brother Mercury is indeed imper- 


fect, yet therefore is not he the Mercary of the 


Philoſophers. — But the French lays : T hy Bro- 
ther Mercury is indeed imperfett, and 7 con- 
ſequence he is not the Mercury of the Wiſe, — 
In this manner it would be true indeed, 
that the Author of The Ancient War of the 
Fights had contradicted himſelf; which 
the French Commentator is obliged to own, 
and therefore makes Pyrophilus to ſtare a Que- 
ſtion, how to ſolve this Doubt ? In anſwer 
to which, Eudoxus has done what he could 
to maintain the Honour and Credit of the 
Author. But there would have been no 
Occaſion to form ſuch Doubt, nor to clear 
it, if the Tranſlation had been true, and 

conform to the Intention of the Original. 
However, as nothing is ſo bad, but ſome 
good ariſes from it, as the Proverb ſays; it 
has been the ſame with this Paſſage; it ha- 
ving given Occaſion to the Conimenting Phi- 
loſopher to give ſeveral important and uſeful 
Conſiderations upon this Paſſage, although 
he found it himſelf very hard. Perhaps the 
Tranſlator into Latin has been a German, and 
rendered it thus: Frater tuus Mercurius eff 
| | | quidem 
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quidem imperfectus, ſed propterea non eſt Mer- 


curius ſapientum---. If it were thus, it were 
a Germaniſm, whoſe Senſe will be taken right 
by a German who underſtands Latin ; bur 
not eaſily x a Frenchman, who 1s not ac- 


quainted with the Germaniſin s, which often 
happen amongſt the Germars in the Latin 
Tongue ; For, one fees that the French Phi- 
loſopher has taken the Senſe of the Latin 
Words thus: He is imperfect, but for that 
very Reaſon (BECAUSE HE IS IAH. 
PERFECT) is not he the Mercury of the 
Wiſe. A German, however, underſtands 
it thus: He is imperfect, but therefore (A L- 
THOUGH HE IS IMPEX. 
FECT) he is not the Mercury of the Sages ; 
or, it is therefore no Conſequence, that he ſhould 
be the Mercury of the Philoſophers ; it being 
no Argument at all, that an imperfect Mer- 
cury (of which there are many Kinds) ſhould 
by Reaſon of its Imperfection be the Philo- 
ſophick Mercury. And thus it's very pro- 
bable to have been the fault of the Tranſla- 
ter, who, if he had been reſolved to make 
uſe of the word propterea, (which neverthe- 
leſs might better 1 been omitted,) he 
ought at leaſt to have put the word non be- 
fore it, viz. Non tamen propterea eff Miercu- 
rius ſapientum ; or, Non tamen inde confici- 

tur. 
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tur, cum propterea eſſe Mercurinm ſapientum- 
So that this eminem: Philoſopher (viz. the 
Commentator) may have been led into an 
Error, by the Æquivocation of this Germa- 
iſm ; and one ſees how he is forced to turn 
and wind himſelf in the Anſwer of Eudoxus, 
{or to skreen the German Philoſopher from 
the blame of the ſuppoſed Contradiction ; 
which if he has ſucceeded in it, and whe- 
ther the Doubt, formed by Pyrophilus, has 
been ſufficiently cleared and taken away by 
Eudoxuss Anſwer, (how learned and uſeful 
ſoever it be,) is left to the Judgment of 
thoſe that are well skilled in this Art. May 
be this Paſſage has appeared to the ſaid Com- 
mentator as one of thoſe which the Philo- 
ſophers make uſe of, when, becauſe of the 
unworthy, and alſo for other Reaſons, they 
contradict themſelves, which ought ro be 
no Obſtacle to the true Diſciples of Hermes, 
who Thould take Occaſion from thence, to 
meditate ſo much the more upon the Reaſon 
and Cauſe of ſuch Contradiction; by which 
means they may unexpectedly diſcover ſome 
Truths. For Caſinopolite fays in the Epi- 
logue o# his Treatiſe: Noli moveri, auod 
aliquando contraclictoria in meis Tractatibus, mo- 
re Philoſophorum: uſctato, tibi occurrunt. N. B. 
Opres babes illis, ſi intelligiss Non reperitur 


roſa 
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roſa ſme ſpinis. And further in his Treatiſe 


of Sulphur, Cap. de 3 ptincip. He ſays : Nec 


te moveat, quod ſcripta contraria ſibi videan- 
tur in aliquibus locis ; ita enim opus eſt, ne ars 
proderetur : Th autem elige ea, que cum Na- 
tura conveniunt ; accipe roſas, relinque ſpinas. — 
And in the fame manner our eminent French 
Commentator has (probably) taken this re- 
ply of the Stone for ſuch an aſſumed Con- 
tradition, which he deſigned to reconcile 
by the Anſwer of Eudoxus. 


* 
* * 

By Number 32. the German Original 
ſays : But as for me, I have an imperfect 
Body; a pure, _— tinging, and con- 
ſtant Spirit. — The French gives theſe Words 
with {ome Variation, viz. I have an imper- 
fect Body, 4 ſtedfaſs Soul, a penetrating Tin- 
cture. Which, nevertheleſs, is much to the 
ſame purpoſe. Only this ought to be ad- 
ded; that there are two Editions extant 
in the German Tongue, which differ from 
the reſt, and aſcribe the Stone 4 perfect Bo- 
dy. But according to the firſt Edition 
py 1604, and others more, the Stone 


has an imperfect Body, 
Here 
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Here it ought to be faid, that both, per- 
felt and imperfect is true, conſidering that 
the Stone is at different Times in a diffe- 
rent Station, which is ſufficiently limited 
by the Anſwer which Eudoxus gives upon 
the Objection made by Pyrephilus upon the 
ſaid Number. | 
If however one would keep ro the two 
afore-mentioned Editions, in that Caſe there 
would have been no Occaſion for the Ob- 
jection of Pyrophilus, nor for the Anſwer of 
Endoxus. ' 


* 
X * 


The Paſſage by Number 34. is that of 
which the French Commentator makes men- 
tion in his Preface, where the Old Philoſo- 
phers are quoted, and made to ſay thus: 
Our Mercury cannot be had but out of the 
ſoft unadulterated Bodies. 

The Cauſe why this Paſſage has been cor- 
rupted in the tranſlating it into Latin, ſeems 
to proceed from the German word e/£ CHT. 
which ſignifies ſo much as true, proper, 
legitimate, uncorrupted, ſtandard, and fine, Þ 
and ſerves generally te diſtinguiſh a true 
Matter from a Counterfeit ; — the ſame 
Word having ſome Similitude with the 

| „ 
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Word ACHT which ſignifies Eight, the 


Tranſlator has been led into the Miſtake, 


which the Commentator finds fault with. 


Whether the French Commentator got 
this groſs Error rectified from the Origi- 
nal, or whether he thought proper to ex- 
punge thoſe dark and improper Words, and 
inſert others in their room, is not known ; 
but it is certain, that if this laſt be the 


Caſe, a Philoſopher, like himſelf, has Au- 


thority to do it; eſpecially when he inti- 
mates ſuch his Intention, as the Commen- 
tator has done ; who likewiſe, as a Maſter, 
has the Prerogative to teach the Diſciples 
of Hermes, by what Words he thinks pro- 
per, from whence the Mercury of the Wiſe 
15 to be taken. 

Tis obſervable alſo, that this ſaid Com- 
mentator ſaying: It is not poſſible to attain 
to the Poſſeſſion of our Mercury any other 
220, than by the means of two Bodies, where- 
of one cannot receive its requiſite Perfection 
without the other, has ordered this Paſſage 
in ſuch a manner, that it agrees with t 
Intention of the Original, altho* the Words 
ze varied. 
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By Number 35. the French Tranſlation 
fays : The (Univerſal) Medicine is therefore 
made out of a T hing, which is the Water, and 
the Spirit of the Body. But the German Ori- 
ginal fays : Therefore a Medicine is made out 
of a T hing; which is the Water of the Body 
and Spirit. -- Which laſt, however, contra- 
dicts no ways the Senſe and Meaning of our 
Commentator, who fays himſelf in his third 
Key : That in the Wine of the Philoſophers 
(which appears in form of Witer) there are 
three divers Subſtances, aud three natural Prin- 
ciples of all Bodies, viz. Salt, Sulphur; and 
Mercury, which are the Spirit, the Soul, and 
the Body.— And thus it may be ſaid, accord- 
ing to the Senſe of the Original: That 
Thing, out of which the Medicine is made, is 
the Water, (viz. the Wine of the Wiſe) of 
the Body, (viz. of the Body in the Water, 
who is the Male) and of the Spirit. (viz. of 
the Body and Spirit ; for the Author him- 
ſelf takes them altogether in the aforecited 
place, as the Feminine.) And with this, 
compare what is ſaid by Number 37. 
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} cording to what is ſaid by the afore-menti- 
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By Number 38. the German Original 
ſays : When the Fight began, our Stone 1S- 
SUED STRENGTH.— Bur the French 
ſays : The Sine diſplayed ITS Force, and 
ITS Valonr. - Which intimates, as if the 
Stone had employed all its Strength for to 
conquer the two Companions ; whereas the 
German gives to underſtand, that the Stone 
employed only ſo much of its Strength as 
requiſite to conquer them. 

This Paſſage may be compared with the 
Annotation, which has been made about that 


| by Number 10. | 


X X 
* 


Laſthh, It is worth obſerving (and it ought 


rather to have been mentioned firſt of all, 


being it is on the Title Page, as likewiſe 


| afterwards menticned by Eudoxus in the 


Commentary by Number 4.) that the Ger- 
mam Original ſays: That the Stone of the 
Philoſophers is prepared by thoſe 1ho trace 
Nature, with the Aſſiſtance of LUNAR 
VULCAN ; by which Lunar Vulcan (ac- 


oned 


35 
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oned Number 4.) is meant the ſecret and 
natural Fire of the Philoſophers. 

'Tis true, this Fire is, as to it ſelf, one 
only Fire; but as to the place, it is called 
both Interiour and Exteriour; for Inſtance, 
the ſaid Eudaxus calls it, I he natural and 
interiour Fire, becauſe, ſays he, it is brought 
to Action 7 the exteriour Fire. 

Philoſophia e Ægyptiaca on the other Hand 
ſays : Ofris & % tt conjuges ſunt, ſic & 
frater & ſoror, Plutarcho teſte, ſub myſtica 

ratione habentes, quibus additur ter- 
tius quidam, Ty hon (forte ignis internus ma- 
rerie) niger & ardens Spiritus, qui Ofridem 
fratrem uterinum in minutiſſima membra diſ- 
ſecar. Hiſce adnnmeramt LVL CAVVU AA 
SEU IGNEM EXTERNUM. -— ii 
Therefore if taken according to this latter | 
Senſe, viz. of its being Exteriour, it is not | 
part of the Matter, as Artephius fays ; but 
if taken in the firſt Senſe, it is part of 
the Matter, according to the meaning of 
Empedocles. ; 

As to Yulcas being called Lunar, the Au- 
thor of the War of the Knights agrees in 
this with the great Hermes, who ſays: Pa- 
ter ejus Sol, mater vero Luna; and hereby | 
is intimated the Quality of the philoſophi- 
cal Vulcan, viz. that its Heat muſt be tem- 


pered 
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pered by the Humidity proceeding from 


Luna; tor, Algahel in Conſil. Conj. de maſſa 
Solis & Lune ſays: Sol (which by our Au- 
thor is called Vulcan) eſt fons totius caloris - 
Luna autem domina Humiditatiss And Her- 
mes ſays: Humiditas eſt ex dominio Lune - 
pingueds autem ex dominio Solis. For that 
Reaſon ſays Coſmopolite : Calor intrinſecus mul- 
to efficacior eſt hoc igne elementali, ſed tempe- 
ratur terren# aqua, que de die in diem pores 
terre penetrat illamque refrigerat : Sic ſolem 
celeſtem & ejus calorem temen u atr, qui do 
die in die circumvolat orbem. 
ther place; Sicuti Sol centralis habet ſuum 
mare & aquam crudam perceptibilem ; ſis Sol 
cœleſtis habet etiam ſuum mare & aquam ſub- 
tilem & inperceptibilem. — And thus for the 
aforeſaid Reaſons, the Vidcan of the Philo- 
ſophers muſt be Lunar. 

As to the French Tranſlation of theſe 
Words, they are quite otherways ; for the 
ſame Tranſlation calls it Lunatich Vidcax: 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that theſe Words 
are given with any other meaning than what 
afore- mentioned; for, Lnatich is in ano- 
ther Senſe mad, and it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that the Title of The War of the Kniohts 
would intimate, that the Stone of the Phi 
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loſophers is to be prepared with the Aſſiſt» 
ance of ſuch a mad Vulcan. On the con- 
tray, the Turba ſays : Ne incendatis bal- 
neui Citrint G e jus uxoris plurimum, ne 
ſciqu & motu priventur. Item, Veneramini 
Rexerms & ſuam uxorem & nolite eos combu- 
rere 217310 igue. And therefor E the Foun» 
tain (which Bernhard Treviſan ſpeaks of) 
in which the King bathes himſelf is ſe- 
cured by a threefold Fence, —In the Expo- 
ſition of the Epiſtle, Solis ad Lunam, are 
theſe Words: Ego Luna creſcens in lumine 
Solari frigida C hanzida, quia ſum mater hu- 
moram && tu Sol, calidus & ſiccus, quod eſt 
principium gent rationis omnium, quando copu- 
lui fucrimus, 1. c. conjuncti. N. B. In A- 
qualitate ſtatus, i. e. in froportione & man- 
one. = Now ſuch a Copulation as that can- 
not be brought about by a mad Vulcan, 
and therefore The War of the Knights could 
not ſuppoſe that the Tracers of Nature 
had made uſe of the Alliſtance of ſuch Vio- 
lence, for to make the Stone of the Philo- 
fopiers. - 

The Reaſon why in the Freach Tran- 
flation is faid Zeunatich Vulcan, proceeds 
probably from the Tranſlators into Lais 
having made another Error in this Paſſage, I 
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T RIU MYR. | 
and ſaid : Auxilio Viecani Lunatic; when 


39 


he ſhould have faid, Auxilio Vulcaui Luna- 


ris ; which Error, however, is not to be 
imputed to our eminent Commentator, who 
was obliged to receive the Words as they 
were given him; and it is only in order to 
clear our Learned Commentator from the 
Suſpicion of ſuch an Error, that this An- 
notation has been made thereupon. 
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JAGE 7. Line 15. dele all. p. tr, 

1. To. for Knowledge. read Art. p. 15. 
I. 25 and 26. r. and agree together. p. 16. 
l. 3. f. n. r. I. l. 22. dele there. p. 17. 
I. r. dele culus. p. 19. l. 6. r. fraall in 
Number. l. 22. r. they have indeed found. 
p. 27. J. 8. for the. r. hat. I. 14. r. 70 
penetrate further. p. 31. J. 10. f. Property. 
r. properly. p. 35. I. 26. f. other than. r. 
except. p. 44+ 1. 15. r. one only ſelf-fame 
Subſtance. p. 46. I. 23. f. viſcus. r. viſcouts 
p. 73+ l. 23. r. Ariſtotle, 
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